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Summary 
The Anglican Church Haarlem has served an ever changing yet close knit community 
for ninety years. We have a simple philosophy - to teach the word of God and 
provide a haven of comfort, fellowship and Christian love amongst our community. 
 
At the Anglican Church Haarlem we offer a welcoming and caring church. We 
embrace people of all ages and backgrounds, we support both our long term 
members and our short term visitors.  We are a small but committed group of 
worshippers, linked by our shared faith and love of our church.  
 
We are seeking a prayerful, caring individual who can lead us forward in our mission 
to serve Christ and reach out into our community. We are looking for an enthusiastic 
priest who shares our liturgical and musical direction and who, through spirituality 
and faith, can help extend our worship and grow our community.   
 
 



 

 

Haarlem… 

 
The chaplaincy lies in the beautiful 
Dutch city of Haarlem - a historic city 
with a still growing population. 
Haarlem is the capital of the province 
(county) Noord-Holland, situated 
between the North Sea coast and the 
city of Amsterdam, with easy access to 
the beautiful dunes on one side and 
the bustling cosmopolitan vibrancy on 
the other.  

 
Haarlem is a typical Dutch medieval city which has developed through the years with 
squares, former landscaped fortifications and a city wood, more than 400 years old 
making it the oldest green heritage site in the Netherlands. Haarlem is the historic 
centre of the Flower-Bulb region and is justifiably known as the City of Flowers. 
Haarlem offers museums, restaurants and great shopping, including a bustling 
Saturday market.  
 

Haarlem also boasts beautiful churches including 
the Grote of St-Bavokerk with its world famous 
Muller organ (Handel, Mozart and Saint-Saëns  
came to Haarlem just to play this organ!), the RC 
Cathedral St. Bavo and the Waalse Kerk. 
 
As with most Dutch cities, you can be sure of 
beautiful canals, a nearby river with peaceful walks 
and boat trips as well as local tulip fields to visit in 

the spring.  And although Haarlem is a city, it is quite compact with a walkable 
centre.  
 
Haarlem is also exceptionally well located – just twenty minutes to 
Amsterdam by train and a very short hop to beautiful beaches and 
dunes. For example, a fifteen minute cycle ride will take you to 
Zandvoort – a nearby seaside town with long beaches and terrific 
walks.  



 

 

The community…  
Our current congregation is made up of a mixture of long-term English speaking 
residents and expats as well as Dutch people with connections to the Anglican 
tradition. As the expat community of Haarlem is ever broadening, we find ourselves  
welcoming worshippers from as far away as India, Thailand and Sri Lanka.  
 
Our friendly congregation is made up of a mix of 
people, some who live locally and others who travel 
in from further afield, attracted by the Anglican 
liturgical tradition and strong choir. We have Anglo-
Dutch couples, expats, Dutch members and other 
English speaking members. As Anglicanism provides 
a welcome home between the Dutch Protestant 
and Roman Catholic traditions, a number of our congregants do not come actually 
from an Anglican background.  
 

Numbers 
Our average number of 
communicants is twenty and our 
recently renewed electoral roll has 
43 people on it. Amongst our 
‘regulars’ we have a core group of 
committed parishioners who give 
time and effort to keep our church 
running as a happy and spiritual 

place, covering roles such as wardens, a treasurer, council members, a music 
director/organist, a mission secretary, tea and flower organisers, events organisers, 
and other essential roles. 
 

During the year we have several special 
occasions which increase our 
congregation numbers. There is a natural 
peak in attendance at Christmas with a 
candle-lit Advent Carol Service, a 
Christmas Carol Concert and a hugely 

popular service of Nine Lessons and Carols. This service on Christmas Eve attracts 
visitors from across Haarlem and beyond and completely fills the church!  



 

 

Worship… 
The Anglican Church Haarlem is 
unusual amongst the other Anglican 
Churches in the Netherlands as we 
are committed to a strong liturgical 
tradition. We are known for the 
excellence of our choir, and our 
thoughtful and traditional liturgy.  

 
In normal, ‘non-Corona’ times, we offer two ‘cathedral style’ services a month, 
supported by our experienced choir and led by our resident Director of Music and 
Organist. These services include a sung psalm, hymns and sung Eucharist settings. 
These are sung by the congregation and the choir. These services also include an 
anthem (often with a second sung during communion) and a popular organ voluntary.  

 
Every second Sunday of the month we hold a more traditional 
sung Eucharist.  The service itself uses a congregational 
communion setting with hymns. 
 
On the fourth Sunday of the month, a Said Eucharist Service 
offers a valued service embracing stillness and quiet. It is 
appreciated for its longer moments of prayer and reflection.   
 

If there is a fifth Sunday, the choir and a local Choral Group, The Anglican Singers, 
support us with a Choral Evensong. Choral Evensong is very popular in The 
Netherlands, in fact it is the Anglican Church’s best export product (!),  so we often 
find we have additional visitors for this service.  
 
Service pattern - we have a Eucharist service every Sunday. We normally follow 
closely Common Worship services, with Morning and Evening Prayer and the Choral 
Evensong following BCP. The service pattern in non-Corona times is as follows: 

 

1st Sunday   Choral Eucharist 
2nd Sunday  Sung Eucharist with hymns  
3rd Sunday  Morning or Evening Prayer, 

followed by a shortened Eucharist  
4th Sunday   Said Eucharist 
5th Sunday   Choral Evensong.  



 

 

Joint Services, shared worship and a place in our community… 

The Old Catholic Congregation. 
As we share our church with the Old Catholic 
Congregation (Oud Katholieke Kerk - OKK), it is our 
pleasure to have several combined services during 
the year. We join the Old Catholics to celebrate Palm 
Sunday and also share a more sombre evening 
Eucharist on Maundy Thursday. We invite the OKK as 

guests to our joyful Harvest Festival and afterwards we enjoy an English High Tea 
and raffle. At Harvest, we typically welcome a congregation of fifty with a strong 
choir of twelve. 
 

How choral music creates links 
with other churches… 
Our choir is often busy during the 
year supporting other churches in 
their worship and developing our 
links. For example, in 2019, the 

choir sung at Grote of St-Bavokerk in Haarlem, the 
Dorpskerk in Rheden (near Arnhem), the Old Catholic 
Church in Amsterdam and Ons Lieve Heer op Solder in Amsterdam (a beautiful and 
intriguing hidden church in an attic).  
 
Our presence in Haarlem. 
Haarlem Church takes part in the Haarlem Council of Churches and was in fact one 
of the founding churches. Our church is also a participant in the popular 
Kerkennacht, an evening in which churches in Haarlem (indeed across The 
Netherlands) are opened to all and their choirs sing. Visitors often move from one 
church to the next to experience this special evening of church music.  
 

A musical appeal. 
We participate in the RSCM Music Sunday – a 
European-wide event celebrating Choral music. The 
service celebrates and gives thanks for the role of 
music in the life of the church, and the way in 
which music can draw both the church and 

community together. In 2019, this coincided with Trinity Sunday and Father’s Day.  



 

 

Other activities 
Service of Compline and Prayers for Healing.  This is held once a 
month in the evening. It is a short meditative service when the 
prayer list is updated and each person on the list is mentioned during 
the intercessions. Normally 8 people attend. The prayer list is sent by 
email once a month plus regular updates to a list of about 20 people 
who are members or past members of the chaplaincy and clergy. 

Discussion Groups.  In Advent and Lent there is a Discussion Group 
to which everyone is invited for one or all sessions. On average there are 4-8 
participants. During the last seven years fourteen topics have been covered from 
the ecumenical York Courses including: ‘Living in the Light’, ‘So, what are you 
waiting for?’, ‘Making Room’ and ‘Daring to see God Now’.  Well-known films with 
booklets were also very inspiring for discussion such as ‘Chocolat’, ‘The King’s 
Speech’, ‘The Mystery of Everything’ and ‘Les Misérables’. 

Archdeaconary Synod. We also have a representative on the Archdeaconry Synod 
and reports feature in our newsletter and at our AGM. 
 
 
Social Events – before Corona we enjoyed several social events… 

After Service English High Teas – typically we hold two popular pot luck food events 
after services. A Harvest Tea and Raffle and an Advent Tea and 
Raffle. There is also a “Bring and Buy” including the sale of 
books and English Christmas food during the Advent Tea (very 
popular due to the sale of sought after traditional British items 
such as mince pies, crackers and Christmas puddings!) 

Social Evenings – normally, once a year, there is a Social 
Evening. Our most recent  theme was ‘International Food’ as we celebrated the 
growing diversity of our congregation. This ‘Bring and Share’ pot luck supper was 
followed by informal games and music. 

We also meet at a house for traditional Boxing Day Drinks. This year we couldn’t 
host drinks; instead a recording of flute and organ duets was created and sent round 
as a Boxing day ‘gift’.  

Ladies’ Lunch – once a month a group of 8-10 ladies meet socially in a local 
restaurant. 



 

 

Community, Worship, Music… 
At a recent Vision Day, we 
asked all those present to write 
three words to describe how 
they felt about our church: 
what each person most valued 
and appreciated about the 
Anglican Church Haarlem. The 
top two words were 

COMMUINTY and WORSHIP. And the number three spot? MUSIC. Music is a key 
part of our worship, it is an essential element to our shared faith, our Christian love 
of our community and church, our fellowship.  
 

And so, a bit more on music! 
We have a strong choral tradition with a robed choir and a 
1783 Dutch house organ. Our Warden and Director of Music, 
Martin van Bleek, is Chair of our local RSCM area (North-West 
Europe) and Co-ordinator for Europe. He is also Director of the 
European Cathedral Singers - a selective RSCM choir that sings 
regularly locally and in the UK cathedrals.  
 

Members of our choir play a significant role in all of these activities, elevating the 
level of both singing and repertoire in our worship. As well as two choral services a 
month, we are known for our Good Friday and Easter Choral services and our 
Advent and Christmas Carol services.  
 
Our Choral tradition means we have strong links with other churches across the 
Benelux and further afield and we are known for the quality of our music, both 
modern and traditional.   

Traditional English choral music is very popular in the 
Netherlands, with regular tours from collegiate and 
cathedral choirs. Our choir often combines with 
other choirs and churches to provide Choral 
Evensong services, our annual Archdeaconry Choral 
Festival (soon to be in Haarlem), and other choral 
events. 



 

 

Charity and Missions 
We have a dedicated Missions Secretary who manages our 
donations. Currently we are supporting The Hospice in Haarlem 
and The Father Andeweg Institute for the Deaf in Beirut. We 
are also sending some funds to a new project suggested by 
member of the congregation and last year we also supported 
the Antonius Gemeenschap based in Haarlem which provides 
drop-in centres and hot meals for the elderly and homeless.  
We also send some of our funds to Stichting Pinokio, which is a 

Dutch based charity raising funds specifically for a Children's Home for street 
children in Brazil, they promise that 98% of donations arrive at their school in Brazil. 
 

Communication 
In our recent Vision Day, we cited Visibility as a 
means of increasing our congregation size. As a result, 
we now have a dedicated webmaster who ensures our 
active website has regular updates and news on the 
front blog page. We invite you to have a look! We also 
have a Facebook page, Instagram, a regular mailing list 

and Whatsapp Groups so we can easily keep local church members up to date. Our 
popular Church magazine – Lifeline - is sent out to over a hundred subscribers (as 
well as a few paper copies to more traditional subscribers). 
 
Website, branding and visibility: In 2019 we commissioned the design of a new logo 
and the building of a new website. The new website launched in the summer of 
2020 – perfect timing! This was during the lockdown when all our services needed 
to be published online and communication was more important than ever. As a new 
initiative, we also started to offer online reflections and mid-week prayers. When 
church finally re-opened, the website became the main tool for publicising services 
and handling service registrations. We can now view website visitor numbers and 
statistics and it is interesting to see the variety of visitors and to note that we are 
starting to attract new members to our congregation despite Corona restrictions. 
With numbers still restricted (and a temporary lockdown again in place), we are 
fortunate enough to be able to share streamed services.  Our website address is: 
https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl. Our next design task is to create new church 
literature such as clearer service sheets. 



 

 

A bit of church history… 
The Anglican Church has been present in the Netherlands since Elizabethan times. In 
Haarlem, the present chaplaincy was founded in the 1930s. One of our Founding 
members, Mrs Janssen, was known for cycling around Haarlem during the war with 
her bike bag full of hymn books! Haarlem was part of the chaplaincy 
of Amsterdam, and became a chaplaincy in its own right in the 1980s.  
 
The Church Building. 

The church, built in 1938, lies on one of the 
canals and is, in fact, the Old Catholic 
Cathedral. We share our space with the Old 
Catholic Church, holding our services in the 
afternoon on Sundays. As we are tenants, 
the Old Catholic Congregation look after the 
upkeep of the building and we contribute 
occasionally to special maintenance 
projects, most recently the installation of a 

new stair lift and some building renovations. An interesting fact is that we 
contributed to the commissioning of the church bell. 
 

The church is, unusually, to be found on the first floor with 
seating for approximately 180 people. 
 
We have full access to the church’s rooms and facilities 
which include: a church hall with a small kitchen, a shared 
social space for meetings and a second meeting room. 
There are two toilets and a cloakroom. Currently these 
areas are being renovated and modernised. 
 

 
Finance 
After a difficult period some years ago our financial situation has recovered rapidly 
and has stabilised. It is now very healthy and is kept regularly under review. Our 
finance report is attached.  
 



 

 

Some practical information… 

We have a network of retired clergy, other Anglican 
clergy as well OKK which means that there is support 
and cover when needed. We have three regular servers.   

Accommodation will need to be arranged. 
 
 
Challenges  

Our main challenge at the moment is to increase our congregation 
size and attract different age groups. We have two families with 
children attending.  This is something we are looking to improve on 
and there are now new opportunities with a recently established 
international school based in Haarlem. The school is growing quite 
extensively, reflecting an influx of international workers and 

families. We are currently in discussion with a parent who is looking to set up a 
scout group and we hope to offer them a meeting space. We would also like to 
reach out to the growing student community in Haarlem. We are the only English 
speaking church in Haarlem which makes us unique and significant.  
 

Another challenge is the time of our service – held each 
Sunday at 2.30 pm. This is due to the fact that we share the 
building and the Old Catholics have their own service in the 
morning at 10 am. To many of our congregation, this 
meeting time works well… but not to all. And we also 

appreciate that it may make new members reluctant to come. Also, it restricts us 
from holding other services. We are therefore exploring other options and seek a 
chaplain who can actively participate in helping us with our search.  
 
Opportunities 
We are a friendly and caring community, ready to welcome new members as well as 
casual visitors.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

We hope to capitalise on the strength of our worship through music and strong 
choral traditions. In our recent Vision Day it became clear that our music is a big 
factor as to why our members so enjoy our services and is therefore an opportunity 
to attract more people.  
 
Worshipping in Corona Times 
When we started writing our Parish Profile, it was simple enough – we knew what 
we were; a wonderful and caring community linked by our common belief. Every 
Sunday we worshipped together and services were frequently enhanced by our 
choir and other live music. We celebrated Harvest and Christmas together, we 
attended study groups, we shared prayers, we went to events and lunches; yes, it 
was simple enough!  Just months later, and everything was closed. And like the rest 
of society, we changed and adapted – alongside phone calls, careful visits, flower 
deliveries, cards in the post and lots of emails, we looked for new ways to connect. 
The website and other social media offered new opportunities for worship and 
prayer: each week our incumbent priests wrote sermons, our intercessions team 
wrote prayers and music was selected (so that there was always an anthem and a 
hymn to listen to) – our Sunday services might not have been in church but one click 
and you could read our very own online written service. We also offered mid-week 
prayers and reflections including a summer of ‘virtual pilgrimages’. And at one point 
a prayer collage made its way into everyone’s home - a collection of photos of 
everyone in our community - so we kept our shared faith and prayed for each other. 
Our community stayed strong and our faith too.  
 
When church finally opened, it was, of course, a new set up – sitting apart, wearing 
face masks, bread only for communion and attendance kept to a fixed number.  
Numbers are good, attendance is regular and new technology allows us to offer 
even more to our congregation such as streamed Choral services, our weekly online 
services and recently, Compline Services over Zoom. Our Advent Discussion Group 
also met over Zoom and it was a big success. These are all wonderful developments 
for those not able to leave their homes. The general feeling is that our community, 
our congregation, is stronger than ever. And although we are in another short 
lockdown, our church is there for everyone - Christmas cards went in the post, the 
online Advent daily reflection offered regular prayers and bible readings, we 
broadcast a streamed 9 Lessons and Carols as well as an ACH service sent on 
Christmas Day and the next Compline over Zoom is scheduled.  We will be ready 
when the doors open once again!   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The new Chaplain… 
We are seeking a caring and spiritual person to undertake the role of leading us in 
our spiritual growth and guiding our outreach into the wider community. We look 
forward to sharing our faith and working alongside someone who will teach the 
Word and inspire us to deepen our relationship with God through worship, music, 
study and prayer. 
 
We wish to welcome a person who will respect our love of the traditional liturgy and 
our commitment to worship through music. We see the need for someone who can 
recognise the diverse gifts of the people, who can draw us together and lead us 
forward as we work to grow our cherished church. 
 
As part of the Anglican Church in the Netherlands we are a collective body so the 
new chaplain will have regular meetings with the Archdeaconry and also other 
churches in the Netherlands. Therefore, good communication skills are needed to 
maintain and develop this contact and our inter-church relationships. The church is 
also part of the deanery of the Netherlands. 
 

 

Saying The Peace with a smile  
and a nod 

 

Worshipping while keeping a safe distance 



 

 

We seek someone who is friendly and welcoming, a good 
communicator who is also a good listener, a leader who can 
unite and inspire.  
 
We are ready to play our role in assisting a new Chaplain in 
continuing to help the Anglican Church Haarlem grow. 
 
Our door is open!  We look forward to welcoming you! 


