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Pastoral letter from Ely  Rev.Canon Nigel Abbott 

The arrival of the Haarlem magazine is every time a red letter day. Elizabeth 

and I remember with much affection our times with you in the past.  

The coronavirus has caused much disruption to English church life as it has in 

so many parts of the world. Our cathedrals have always been our mainstay 

during difficult times, and the pandemic has been no exception. Our Cathedral 

in Ely has of course seen many difficult times over the centuries, but has 

remained the strength and stay of those who have had the privilege of entering 

its doors for prayers and public worship. 

The coronavirus has been a strange experience in many ways. During the first 

lockdown in March last year our Government requested that all places of 

worship should be closed, and rather too submissively some felt, the 

Archbishops of Canterbury and York agreed to go along with the request. It 

was a very sad scene indeed to see the great west doors of our beloved 

cathedral bolted and barred to all comers. 

Every Sunday during that first lockdown we had to get used to a diet of "video 

streamed" services from the homes of our Dean and Chapter members. The 

Dean's study features a lovely Norman arch, so that the Sunday Eucharist had a 

good "churchy" background, but that was all! It was not the same as worship 

round our central altar in the cathedral itself, the symbol and assurance of 

God's presence with his people. No Holy Communion of course; no blessed 

sacrament of the altar. Instead we were asked to repeat the words "My Jesus,  

I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the Altar. I love you 

above all things, and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul. Since  

I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so that  

I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. Amen".  

And then during one of the most glorious summers we have enjoyed in recent 

years, the lockdown came to an end, and we were able to say again "I was glad 

when they said unto me, we will go into the house of the Lord.”  There was 

distancing of course, and we weren't allowed to sing for some reason. Some of 

us, perhaps the more disobedient ones, sang very quietly into our masks! The 

lockdown had taught us new lessons, not least to appreciate more the glorious 
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worship with good music and fine liturgy that is offered regularly in our superb 

building, and which your lovely choir have enjoyed during their visits. 

Another lesson was something of a surprise. We found that streaming had 

enabled far more than the weekly congregation to share our worship. This was 

particularly true of our worship at Christmas. Something for the future 

perhaps. 

And now we are back in lockdown again, with streaming once more in 

operation. This time our Government didn't ask us to shut our doors - instead 

the Archbishops recommended closure, which introduced strange 

inconsistencies, not least when Boris and co were looking for places to carry 

out their vaccination programme, most cathedrals rushed forward with their 

offers. Understandably the majority were turned down as they were thought to 

be too cold and draughty. But we couldn't help wondering why, if our 

buildings had been closed for worship, why were they offered for 

vaccinations?! 

To end on a personal note, I report that, now that I'm nearing 84, my services 

as a leader of worship are less in demand. Instead, I am content to rest in the 

pews and listen to others. Elizabeth and I have been well vaccinated, but like 

most grandparents we miss meeting up with our family. But God is good and we 

are appreciating other delights, which we wouldn't normally afford or enjoy. 

Our love to you all. 
Nigel 
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Music Matters 

The season of Lent is upon us again and will help us prepare for Good Friday and 

Easter.  

Normally the choir would have been practising for weeks for these special services. 

Unfortunately present lockdown rules don’t allow us to practise at all.  

Our Old Catholic friends will be streaming online service from the Haarlem and 

Utrecht cathedrals until March 15
th

. Hopefully the press conference on 8 March will 

give us an insight in when we will be able to resume our ‘live’ services again. A ‘live’ 
Old Catholic Palm Sunday service with congregation is also uncertain at this time. 
Until then we will have to make do with the music provided on our website for each 

Sunday reflection. 

Music is an important support for these reflections during our time of worship. As you 

can imagine the choir is also greatly missing the rehearsals and our normal services!  
Depending on the easing of the lockdown it may not be possible to sing a full 

Good Friday service as there has been no preparation possible at all.  

Therefore I am planning an online version of our Good Friday service in which we 

have recorded lessons by members of our congregation interspersed with our own 
recordings of the music of Good Friday services which we have sung over the past 

few years. The service will be somewhat similar to our Carol Service but without a 
visible choir. This is of course a back-up for the event that we cannot have ’live’ 
services during the Easter week-end. 

Please do check our website and the emails nearer the time for more details.  

Our proposed long week-end with the European Cathedral Singers in Portsmouth 

after Easter is also not possible, as we still have travel restrictions and the relevant 
date for more easing of the lockdown rules in the UK is 15 May.  

Hopefully we will be able to travel to Worcester Cathedral at the beginning of August.  

Advance notices: 

On Whitsunday (23 May) we hope to have the confirmation service of Daniel Kearney 
in our church. The service will be presided over by our friend Bishop Dick Schoon, the 

Old Catholic Bishop of Haarlem. Sadly we have had to postpone this service twice 
already and we sincerely hope we will be able to celebrate Daniel’s confirmation on 
23 May! 

No news about choral evensongs resuming in the Bavo yet or a possible hosting of 

the Choral Festival in Haarlem this year. We will keep you posted.  

Looking forward to seeing you all in church again soon and providing our services 

with live music! 

Stay safe and well! 

Martin van Bleek, 
Director of Music 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
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Church Council News 

Church Council News 
For some time we have been making the necessary preparations in order to 
start the process of getting a new Chaplain. With the help of our former 
Archdeacon Paul Vrolijk and Acting-Archdeacon Sam van Leer we have now 
finalised all the documents necessary to begin the vacancy procedures. We 
will let everybody know when the post will be advertised. We are grateful for 
the support of both Paul and Sam to get us where we are in the vacancy 
process. In the meantime, you may be interested in seeing one of the 
documents required - the Parish Profile. It's essentially a document that gives 
interested applicants an insight into life in our church and how it is to live in 
Haarlem. It is now available to read on our website - head to the 
website anglican-church-haarlem.nl and click on About Us in the side menu. 
The link to the Parish Profile is there - we hope you like it! 

Anni Kearney, Secretary 

           

Are you familiar with our web- site? - https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/ 

All our Services during lock-down are to be found in written form on the 

website, and will open with a single ‘click’.  

Last Sunday’s service is for the 2nd Sunday in Lent, and for those who have not 

read it, Fr Robert’s sermon dwells on Christ’s exhortation that to save our life 

we must we willing to give it up for His sake.  

And on each Wednesday during Lent we can follow Fr Derek Akker’s 

meditations on ‘There is Hope in Gardens’.  These are followed on Thursdays 

by a short Compline and reflection.  We have been so blessed with Fr Derek’s 

reflections the last weeks, let us not waste his guidance! 

☼  ☼  ☼   
Happy birthday Mary! 

Mary Brunt celebrated her 89th birthday on Saturday 27 February. 
Hearty congratulations and love and hugs Mary for reaching this milestone! 

☼  ☼  ☼   

http://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/
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Ms. Miscellaneous 

Lent(e) 

In the last Lifeline, I wrote about snowdrops and daffodils, even though it 

was December. I should have been writing about those this time, now that 

we’re at the end of February. 

I must say that the abundance of both flowers has grown over the weeks, 

and last week they were joined by crocuses in all colours. March is knocking 

on our door, so now spring – lente – is almost official! 

Even though lente is not yet official, Lent is. I went to the Old Catholic 

Church in Amsterdam for the spoonful of ashes on my head, with the 

reminder that I am dust and that I shall return to dust. It was a very short 

event:  in – ashes – out. No room for prayer – (you know, viral issues), so 

instead I lit four candles in Mary’s corner.  

An unusual start of Lent, but maybe that made it more special. Humans are 

creatures of habit; we thrive on daily routines – with the occasional surprise 

like holidays or an unexpected call or event. The down side of routine is that 

there is the danger of it becoming boring instead of reassuring and that we 

become indifferent of the actual reason for or goal of the routine. This can 

also happen to church / mass routines. They are a constant in our practising 

our faith, but I catch myself drifting off to a different place sometimes 

during mass or prayer.  

Having a cut short Ash Wednesday ceremony made me realise the 

importance of that ritual to me to start the period of Lent in a somewhat 

sad but refreshing way. So I am very eager to start the Lent discussion group 

sessions on the 2nd of March, on the theme New World, Old Faith, to see 

what other awakenings I can experience as to the value of the presence of 

God and my faith in him, that I so often take for granted. 

I wish us all a beautiful Lent(e). 

Veronique Ruiz 

☼  ☼  ☼   
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2021 Lent Discussion Group online  

New World, Old Faith is an ecumenical York course which looks at how 
Christian faith continues to shed light on a whole series of issues in our 
changing world and how we can apply it to help interpret life and the 
world as we experience it. 

The sessions take place online on Tuesday 2, 9, 16, 23 March 20.00-21.15. 

All are welcome to join one or any of the sessions to share our faith, learn 
from each other and find inspiration. 

For further information, please contact Diana. 

           

Message from India  –  Henry (Arun Moses) 

Dear all,  we are doing very well by the grace of God. 

Thanking you all from the bottom of my heart for remembering us in your prayers, 

and we also do remember the sweet memories with Haarlem church and the love 
you have shown towards us when we were there as strangers. 

Last year in India was difficult, but Christ in his mercy never let us down, 
protected me, Priya and our parents from all the dangers.  After coming from 
Netherlands, within a few months God gave me an opportunity to conduct bible 
study to some of my church members every week; and that continues till today.  

Also sharing the gospel with some poor people gathered at our church entrance 
for alms and as well teaching the Bible  to a newly converted Hindu family.  This is 
my routine and I spend most of my time in preparation for the classes and some 
personal work.... 

For the first two years I was also trying for a job along with Gods work, but 
through prayer and God’s leading I came to realise that I was called to serve him 

full time.  Hence from last March I am just concentrating upon God’s work. And he 
is also teaching me a lot. Among Christians the main reason for their faith 
deterioration is they  don't read their bibles fully,  just one verse here and one 
verse there.  When we understand and read it fully / knowing the events 
chronologically / with their background - really it is awesome. 

So every day is full of joy in Christ as he is teaching me many things in my 
ministry and helping me to understand him deeply.  Pains are there but they are 

for us to get stronger in Christ. 

Please convey my love to every one over there. I will remember you all in my 
prayers.  Please keep in touch and love to hear from you all. 

With love 

Henry and Priya 
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and from Andrew Rees 

The church always feels like a family, and it seems a long time since we last 
saw you all. But the Prayer List and Lifeline keep us in touch. 

The situation in Ghana is that the School not been open or only partly so all 
this time, with no grants from the government, and trips to Ghana not allowed.  
Until last week when schools have been again allowed to open fully.  While 
encouraging, there's also a lot of work to do - government inspections for 
Covid, getting pupils back to the school (we've had 30 a day so far), and 
finding new teachers to replace most of the staff, who from early 2020 have 
moved on. Added to this is the pressure government are putting on private 
schools by requiring the number of subjects offered to go up from 8 to 12, so 
you need more teachers, while competing locally with a recently new 
government school (offering free education, but with large class sizes). We 
give it all over to God! 

As for me, I'm still in Cheltenham working another IT contract, as last year. 
We are on lockdown currently, and likely to be so till March. I don't think the 
pressure from Covid will lift till mid year, even with the vaccine. But I do want 
to return to Ghana once it becomes possible again, and am targeting that 
timeframe. 

Phil is fine. She has now seen her first ever snow!  It lay thick here, though has 
now melted.  

You must be frustrated at not being able to sing for so long. My sympathies. 
Zoom helps but it's not the same. 

Best wishes to all, 
Andrew 

☼  ☼  ☼ 

Beyond understanding 

Whether you understand it or not 
God loves you 
is present in you 
lives in you 
dwells in you 
calls you 
and offers you 
an understanding and a light 
which are like nothing 
you ever found in books 
or heard in sermons (thanks to Marga) 
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Oostvaardersplassen – How do we stand as stewards of God’s Creation? 

I feel very lucky to have seen as much of Europe and North America as I 

have. I also feel lucky to have seen all twelve Dutch provinces.  My 

favourite visit in the Netherlands was to Oostvaardersplassen.  

 It is 2730 square kilometres of land that has been used for ‘re-wilding’.  It 

is in Flevoland, the newest province in the Netherlands which was created 

in 1968. The Province is a polder created by draining part of IJsselmeer  

and contains Lelystad and Almere.  The area was intended as an industrial 

area providing employment for these two towns. It became impossible to 

drain the area sufficiently, so it was left for rewilding. The area was 

cordoned off and is solely the domain of the animals who live there.  Deer, 

horses and cattle were introduced, and the area is now also home to many 

birds, including some rare breeds, foxes, rabbits, frogs and beavers.  

Human beings are excluded. Walks around the perimeter of the park are 

possible, and there is a cafe with a balcony overlooking the park. From a 

distance scientists study the animals but there is no intervention, at least 

not until recently. 

In 1991 there were 43 red deer and by 2000 that had grown to 600.  In 

1985 there were 18 horses which had risen to 525 by 2000. In 1983 there 

were 34 cattle rising to 590 by 2000.  Between 1991 and 2000 the deer 

population had a growth rate of 34 percent, which is astonishingly high, 

and by 2019 it exceeded 3000. This caused serious problems because the 

deer did not have enough to eat, and deer died of starvation in the winter.   

The Council of State ordered a cull of 1700 deer that year, and a cull of 

1200 in 2020, viewing a cull as more humane than starvation.  According 

to the Council of State the local flora and fauna can only sustain a 

population of 490 deer.  

This caused outrage among local people. Some threw food over the fence 

for the deer to eat, but is this solving the problem? If more deer survive 

the winter then surely this creates a problem of over-population the 

following year?  

I think that the situation challenges us to ask some important questions. 

Having introduced the deer and created the circumstances in which there 

was a large population growth, do human beings not have a responsibility 

to these animals? Has a big zoo been created?  As one person said to me, 

when the animals run out of food they are not free to look for food elsewhere. 

What do you think?  How do we stand as stewards of God’s Creation? 

Adam Powell 

☼  ☼  ☼   
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Poets Corner 
Admire Cranmer!  

Admire the old man, admire him, admire him, 

Mocked by the priests of Mary Tudor, given to the flames, 

Flinching and overcoming the flinching, Cranmer. 

Admire the martyrs of Bloody Mary's reign 

In the shocking arithmetic of cruel average, ninety 

A year, three-hundred; admire them. 

But still I cry: Admire the Archbishop, 

The old man, the scholar, admire him. 

Not simply, for flinching and overcoming simply, 

But for his genius, admire him, 

His delicate feelings of genius, admire him, 

That wrote the Prayer Book 

(Admire him!) 

And made the flames burn crueller. Admire Cranmer! 

  
by Stevie Smith (born 1902 in Yorkshire; died 1971) 
 
Stevie Smith (her real name Florence Margaret Smith) seems to have loved the rites of 
the Church of England. 

Thomas Cranmer, adviser to Henry VIII and Edward VI, was the writer of the Book of 
Common Prayer, the revised 1662 edition of which we use here in Haarlem. It is seen as 
one of the great monuments of English literature. Thomas Cranmer was the first 
Protestant Archbishop of Canterbury and head of the Church. When Queen Mary, who 
was Roman Catholic, came to the throne, she wanted Cranmer put to death. He was 
burnt at the stake for heresy and treason. 

If you would like to hear this poem read aloud, you can listen to Iain McGilchrist online 
at https://channelmcgilchrist.com/daily-poetry-readings/ 

Christine Bradshaw 

☼  ☼  ☼ 

https://channelmcgilchrist.com/daily-poetry-readings/
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Where available, all are most welcome to attend services in Church  
which will continue to be a said service with limited music, 

conducted complying with government guidelines,  
please register in advance through our website:  www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl  

 

Sunday 7 March  

3rd Sunday of Lent 

14.30 No service 

   

Sunday 14 March 

4th Sunday of Lent 

14.30 No service 

   

Sunday 21 March 

5th Sunday of Lent 

14.30 No service 

   

The following services are still to be confirmed: 
 

Sunday 28 March 

Palm Sunday 
10.00 Passion Reading and Old Catholic 

Eucharist (in Dutch), probably live-

stream by Old Catholic church 
   

Thursday 1 April 

Maundy Thursday 

 

19.30 Combined  Anglican/Old Catholic 

Eucharist   Rev. Robert Frede 

Commemoration of the Last Supper of 

Jesus Christ with his Apostles 
 

  

Friday 2 April 

Good Friday 
11.00 Good Friday Devotion 

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 4 April 

Easter Sunday 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 11 April 

2nd Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Eucharist  

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 18 April 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge 
   

Sunday 25 April 

4th Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Eucharist  

- Rev. Dr.Mattijs Ploeger 
   

Sunday 2 May 

5th Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Eucharist  

- Rev. Robert Frede  
 



 

☼  ☼  ☼ 

 
Haarlem Church on 13 February 2021 

☼  ☼  ☼ 

 

 


