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†
In Memoriam

H.R.H. Prince Philip
It is with the deepest admiration and gratitude
that we remember the life of H.R.H. Prince Philip,
devoted to the service of his Queen Elizabeth,
to all with whom he came into contact, and to God.
May his soul rest in peace and awake to a joyful resurrection.

†
Pastoral letter

Rev.Clive Jones

My dear friends,
Whilst I was saying Matins the other morning, the following reading came up
during the Office - it was St. Paul writing to the church at Philippi, and in that
letter he was reminding the Christians there of how they should live, as
followers of Christ: 'look out for each other's interests, not just for your own'.
When I read these words I immediately thought of two situations, one we
have faced recently, and the other over the last 18 months - the death of
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, and the pandemic, which has changed not
only the way we live as a country but also as a world-wide community.
Death, after 73 years of marriage, is an experience which few people have
had, and I thought this when I was listening to Classic FM on the day that
Prince Philip died, because there was an announcement which began 'This is
London' which immediately told me that something had happened.
One can only begin to imagine how the Queen felt at the death of her
'beloved husband', but of course we all know what it is to lose someone we
love, and we can to a certain extent empathise with Her Majesty.
Prince Philip gave so much to this country, and those words of S. Paul - look
out for each other’s interests - were fulfilled in his life over and over again.
The funeral at S. George's Windsor Castle, was very moving in its simplicity
and dignity, and one's heart went out to Her Majesty, sitting on her own,
with her thoughts, memories and prayers. It reminded me of a comment
which she made a few years ago, when she said ‘Grief is the price we pay for
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love'. I am sure that we can all ascribe to that thought. May Prince Philip
now rest in the peace of Christ, and rise in His glory.
Over the years we have heard many depressing comments about our
country, in particular that although we still claim to be a Christian country,
we have really forgotten the foundations on which this country was built the teaching of Christ, as found in the New Testament, ‘love your neighbour
as yourself’. Yet is this really true? As I read those words of S. Paul it
brought back to me exactly what our communities are like today, when
something as terrible as a pandemic rears its ugly head.
In the ‘Hermitage Team’, of which my parish forms a part, we all live in small
communities - villages, where we have seen a spectacular increase in care
and love, and thinking of others' interests. The local volunteers that have
helped so many people housebound, or self-isolating for one reason or
another; the kindness of neighbours to each other in finding out whether
they were in need of anything from the shops; the care taken in our village
shop here in Compton by Julie and Harvey, in making sure that everyone
who enters is kept safe - and I am sure that this applies to the other villages
as well (there are of course still some who react rudely when asked to wear
a face mask!).
Depressing as it sometimes has been watching the Downing St. press
conferences, when we are presented with the numbers of hospital
admissions, the numbers of COVID sufferers, and the numbers of deaths,
l at least have been filled with hope to learn that over 70,000 people in
England offered to help in the nationwide vaccination programme as
volunteers in whatever capacity they might be needed. As one of the 80+
members of our community, when I went down to the Race Course at
Newbury to receive my ‘jab’ I was touched by the care given to everyone
who came. We have seen this throughout the last year, since the first
'lockdown', that Thursday evening, 'clapping' for the carers, and recently for
all who have been working so hard to keep us safe, however exhausted they
might have been. I think that the late Capt. Sir Tom Moore had his finger on
the pulse, when he said that 'tomorrow would be a good day' - some words
that Jesus said in another context - 'don't worry about tomorrow, as
tomorrow will look after itself'. We have all learnt, once again, what it is to
be members of a community of people, showing love and compassion, and
helping each other in time of need. Will we remember this when things
begin to get back to 'normal' - whatever that may be? I hope and pray that
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'normal' will not be what we considered normal before all this started living in our own little boxes, and thinking constantly of how much money
we could earn, and how to spend it. When we think of the vast number of
lives that have been lost, and the family and individuals who mourn the
death of a loved one; the devotion of the medical profession, of school
teachers, our bin collectors each week, postmen, and parents home
schooling, etc. - surely we will see our neighbours in a different light, and
thank God for them.
Sadly of course, there are many things that we have missed - being able to
worship God with our friends and in church on a Sunday, being able to shake
hands or hug those around us at The Peace. I am sure that these will come
back gradually, including singing in church, which for the majority is one of
the joys of worshiping together. We have missed so much, as a community
during the last year - our Christmas Carols, our celebration of Easter, the
foundation of our faith, being but two. Although we were not in church here
at Easter, we did gather outside for a short service on Easter morning in the
sunshine.
Easter is the start of new life in Christ through his own Resurrection from
the dead, the opportunity of looking forward in hope to what can be for us
all a new beginning. We had our first church services here in this Team two
Sundays ago, and I was pleased to see so many parishioners come together
to give thanks and to praise God for the love that both God in Christ, and
our neighbours have shown to us. May we all learn from this love and be
prepared to 'look out for each other's interests and not just for our own' in
the years to come. If we achieve this, we will fulfil what S. Francis told his
companions, when he asked them to preach the gospel, and 'use words if
you have to'. May God bless us all, and welcome us home to his family the
church, wiser and with a deeper understanding of our Faith and how to live
it in the future.
Lord Jesus Christ, you taught us to love our neighbour,
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you.
In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful,
to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated of our love and your love,
for your name's sake. Amen
May God bless us all and deepen our faith in God's love and care as we step
into the future. Clive +
Y Y Y Y
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Music Matters
Since our last Lifeline very little has changed on the music front.
We continue to provide music for our online reflections and prayers.
On 2 May we had our first live service in church again, but sadly the choir
is not yet permitted to sing.
Hopefully, when the effects of the vaccination programme become more
apparent, the authorities will ease the ban on non-professional choral
singing. Until then we will have to make do with recorded music,
sometimes from our own choir Cds!
Sadly, we will not be able to sing at Daniel Kearney’s confirmation
service on 23 May either. Bishop Dick Schoon will be confirming Daniel
that Sunday after we had to postpone this service twice because of the
lockdown. Please remember Daniel in your prayers on his special Sunday.
At this time we are still unsure of the feasibility of the European Cathedral
Singers’ trip to Worcester the first week of August. At the moment all
non-essential travel is still banned and quarantine rules are in place.
Hopefully lockdown rules will be eased in time for August!
Who knows we might even be able to sing a Choral Evensong in the Bavo
again after the Summer!
We will keep you informed of progress!
Martin van Bleek,
Director of Music

♫♫♫♫
Annual General Meeting - Sunday 9 May
The AGM will be held on-line this year, following the 14.30 Eucharist
Service in church.
It is intended that there will be a short break after the service to allow people
time to get home. Final details together with a Zoom link will be sent
separately by email to all on the electoral roll.
Y Y Y Y
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Church Council News
Cautious optimism
As you know from our last Lifeline we had updated all the vacancy papers to
be able to advertise for a new chaplain. Since then the post has been
advertised on the Diocesan website and John and I were able to be part of an
online interview with a potential new chaplain. Bishop Robert led the
interview and our Archdeacon Sam van Leer took part on behalf of the
Archdeaconry.
It was a good and inspiring interview! The conclusion of the interview panel
was to offer the post to the candidate and the offer was accepted.
We are now in the complicated process of visas, safeguarding, financial
arrangements, etc. As you can imagine, Brexit has not made this process any
easier! All being well these proceedings will take around 2½ – 3 months,
which means an appointment will be likely around November.
Please remember this appointment process in your prayers!
We will keep you informed.
John Scott & Martin van Bleek,
Wardens
Y Y Y Y

Lent 2021 online Discussion Group
During Lent the discussion group met once again online for four sessions,
on Tuesdays in March, as preparation leading up to Holy Week and Easter.
The York course booklet New World, Old Faith was used as a starting point
for sharing and discussing our faith which continues to shed light on a whole
series of issues in our changing world. We covered many topics such as the
environment, family values and how we apply it to our life and the world as
we experience it.
In conclusion some of the comments were: it makes Lent tangible; connects
our world and our faith; an uplifting experience.
For the ten participants we discovered the advantage that being on-line in
our own homes created space to share personal reflections.
Diana
Y Y Y Y
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A thing of the past ?
As the Second World War drew to a close, the thousands of German
concentration camps were successively liberated, the largest in Auschwitz on
27 January, and the last major camp in Dachau on 29 April. Hitler
committed suicide on 30 April, and all remaining camps closed soon
thereafter. The Netherlands was liberated on 5 May and ‘Bevrijdingsdag’
(Liberation Day) is celebrated here on that day. The formal end to WWII was
on 8 May.
All countries involved have their particular remembrance days; in
The Netherlands liberation, ‘bevrijdingsdag’, is celebrated on 5 May.
In 1968 a particular national memorial was created in Amsterdamse Bos to
remember the many Dutch victims of the atrocities in Dachau.
Anni visited this memorial:

A melody, a thought and a prayer.
On a beautiful day in Amsterdam Zuid, I found myself with a little free
time so I headed to the Amsterdam Bos for a walk, eager to enjoy the
sunlight, see the reflection of the light on the rowing lake and head
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into the woods. I wasn’t disappointed. The walk along the rowing lake
offered crystal splendour, shimmering water drawing the eye to the still
leaf-bare trees on the opposite side. Chilly air added a freshness and a
joyful feeling of expectation as the bright sunlight teased me, reminding
me that milder days would soon come, in the meantime my hands
snuggled in my pockets for much needed warmth. I left the lake for the
stillness of the wood, awed by the density of the trees and the blanket
of quiet they offered, the noise of cars now just an occasional faint
hum. Following the path seemed magical, leading me over bridges,
through glades, past fallen trees with their shelves of sponge like
fungus.
As I walked I became aware of an unexpected sound, was that music?
The notes from a single instrument were drifting out, dancing in the
silence… a clarinet. My first reaction was that I’d come without
change, not a penny to give to a hopeful busker. But as I got closer I
realised that this musician wasn’t playing for me, or for other passersby, for that matter. He stood next to the Nationaal Dachaumonument
Was his music perhaps for himself, I wondered? More likely for those
the Dachaumonument remembered, I thought. I approached the two
tall hedges whilst the flat, minor melody filled the air.
The monument, opened in 1996, is a single path between the two
hedges. Visitors follow the path made of concrete squares in which
names are carved – names of victims which you read, head lowered in
order to read the names but also, it feels, as a sign of respect.
As I walked along the path, the dark coniferous hedges separating me
from the rest of the Bos, the music drifted in and out; a repetitive
melody, sadness and longing marked by the minor key and ostinato.
It is hard not to be touched by the heavy significance of such
memorials – we have all felt it. Today the weight of sadness was
multiplied. The juxtaposition between the joy of a spring day, new
beginnings, and the thought of such a great loss was immense; the
suffering, pain and grief, which you can only begin to imagine, was
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heightened tremendously in those single notes of the clarinet played
by an unknown stranger.
Several metres from the top of the monument is a bench, itself
protected by a small wall of leaves. Sitting on the bench you see the
full length of the memorial. It offers a moment to reflect, and for me
and for many, the chance to pray. And I prayed for those who were
taken and for those who lost loved ones.

On a Sunday in February, Robert’s sermon was based on Mark 8, 31-38:
36What
37What

will you gain, if you own the whole world but destroy yourself?
could you give to get back your soul?
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38Don't

be ashamed of me and my message among these unfaithful
and sinful people! If you are, the Son of Man will be ashamed of you
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.
Mark 8, 31-38
And Robert posed the question:
“What I do: is it good and right?
Our own conscience should be the hardest judge we can have.
And this is the most important subject Jesus was talking about in that
gospel reading. It is of less importance how difficult a decision or an
action is for us, rather the question is:
“Can we live with our decision, can we account for our action?”
And I prayed that the world might be strong enough to make just and
right decisions, without cruelty or pain or damaging consequences, a
world that could start to account for all its actions, and I also prayed
that I can humbly live my life and be happy with my choices.
As I walked away, the lone clarinettist continued his soulful melody…

☼ ☼ ☼
Poets Corner
'Bitter-sweet'
AH my deare angrie Lord,
Since thou dost love, yet strike;
Cast down, yet help afford;
Sure I will do the like.
I will complain, yet praise;
I will bewail, approve:
And all my sowre-sweet dayes
I will lament, and love.
George Herbert (1633)
We are all familiar with the word 'bittersweet' to describe something having both a
good and a bad side, and in emotional terms it mixes joy with sorrow, or perhaps
satisfaction with regret. It is this sense of paradox that George Herbert captures so
well in this short poem.

Christine Bradshaw
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Where available, all are most welcome to attend services in Church.
These will continue to be a said service with limited music,
and conducted complying with government guidelines.
Please register in advance through our website: www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl

Sunday 2 May
5th Sunday of Easter

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 9 May
6th Sunday of Easter

14.30

Eucharist
- (t.b.a.)

Thursday 13 May
Ascension Day

10.00

Old Catholic Eucharist (in Dutch)

Sunday 16 May
Sunday after Ascension

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 23 May
Whit Sunday

14.30

Confirmation Service & Eucharist
- Bishop Dick Schoonand Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger

Sunday 30 May
Trinity Sunday

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge

Sunday 6 June
Trinity 1

14.30

Eucharist
- (t.b.a.)

Sunday 13 June
Trinity 2

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 20 June
Trinity 3

14.30

Eucharist
- (t.b.a.)

Sunday 27 June
Trinity 4

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 4 July
Trinity 5

14.30

Eucharist
- (t.b.a.)
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From Lifeline 25 years ago:
By Vicky Russell and Regine Willemsen

As regular church-goers will know, the choir has moved from the front pews
at the right-hand side to the altar-steps beside the organ. This is a far from
perfect situation since there's not much room for us when all the choir
members turn up, but there are some good reasons why we've moved.
The communication between Martin and the choir is greatly improved - we
can now see each other and follow his directions better. The music now
flows into the church instead of being lost in the tower above the altar.
We all thought that the congregation would enjoy being able to see us
properly instead of just the backs of our heads, but we are beginning to
have doubts. Perhaps it is something to do with our perfume and/or aftershave, or maybe we sing too loud? We cannot figure out why so many
cluster at the back of the church! Across the oceans of empty pews, a few
brave souls can be sighted
Here are some good reasons why sitting at the front is advantageous:
- you can see and hear the preacher better,
- the preacher doesn't have to shout if his microphone suddenly packs-up
- you can see and hear the choir better,
- the choir doesn't have to sing ff when it's supposed to be pp
- you don't have so far to walk to and from the altar-rail for Holy Communion
So, at the next service, don't be shy, come and sit at the front, we're sure
you'll enjoy the experience. We would really love to see you and finally
throw away our binoculars!

