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Pastoral letter  from Rev.Clive Jones 

My dear friends,  

One of the glories of the Church Calendar is the frequency by which we 

are reminded of Christians from the past who have set us an example in 

living, either through the good deeds they have performed or in the lives 

that they have led, or the deaths which they have suffered. Recently in our 

calendar we celebrated (here in Compton) the Blessed Virgin Mary - 

August 15th – a festival which has many different titles - The Assumption 

of the B.V.M. or the Dormition of the B.V.M. or the Falling Asleep of the 

B.V.M. - three different titles informing us of the same thing - Mary died 

and was taken into Eternity, body and soul to be with God.  Mary appears 

in the calendar quite a number of times, as she does in the Gospels, and 

each time she appears we are reminded of her many virtues. While I was 

meditating about this, I began to think of the word 'Mary' and what each 

letter in her name might signify for us.  

M reminds me of the real person she was - a Mother, surely an example 

for all mothers (and fathers, come to that) of how one tries to bring up 

children. Mothers are so important in the life of a family, even in these 

very modern times, for they are the glue which often holds the family 

together. From my own experience as a child, it was my mother (nearly 

always) who took me up to bed each evening, and knelt me by the side of 

the bed to say my prayers (in Welsh of course, because that is the 

language of heaven!)  We can see the care which Mary took when, for 

example, she and Joseph went to the Temple to present Jesus to the Lord, 

following the teachings of Moses; or the time when they lost the child and 

found him sitting with the Elders asking questions of the teachers of the 

law. I imagine that the hardest part for her was to stand at the foot of the 

cross and watch her son die an agonising death, comforted as she must 

have been, by the support of  St John. It is never easy when a child dies 

before the parent, as I know only too well, when my sister died and Diane 

and I had to comfort my aging mother. I always imagine Mary standing 

with a great deal of dignity, supporting her son in those last minutes.  

A teaches me a very important lesson - to accept whatever life 'throws' at 

you - Mary was the perfect example of accepting. It must have been a 

tremendous shock when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her and told her 
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that she was to have a child, a son, who would be 'the Son of God.' 

Anyone else might well have said 'No, I cannot possibly do this - I am not 

good enough, I am not married', etc.  But what she said was 'be it unto me 

according to thy word' - even though she knew the shame that would 

accompany it, or the distress that it would cause Joseph, who in fact, we 

are told, considered divorcing her quietly, until he was told in a dream as 

recounted by Matthew ‘Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is of the Holy 

Spirit'.  How times change. This acceptance led Mary to visit Elizabeth, 

her cousin, who was also remarkably expecting a child, so that when Mary 

and Elizabeth met, the child leapt in Elizabeth's womb acknowledging the 

presence of the Son of God.  

R was a problem letter, until I remembered that often the Blessed Virgin 

is called Queen - Regina. In the book of the Revelation of  St John the 

Divine, we read about the young maiden with child, and the devil waiting 

to snatch the child when born, from the mother, but that God intervenes 

and takes the child at birth and the mother is cared for by God. Hence very 

often we see in churches statues of the Blessed Virgin with a crown on her 

head - after all what greater honour can there be than being the mother of 

the Saviour of the world. Mary is blessed among women, and for this 

reason is the Patron saint of the Mothers' Union.  

Y to me means that Mary yearned to serve God in whatever way she 

could - hence her acceptance of being the bearer of God's Son. This word 

'yearning' is a word which we might all learn from, as, are we not all 

asked to serve God, in whichever way we can? When I went to University 

to read Music, I little expected to end up in a Theological College 

preparing for the priesthood - but when God called, the more I thought 

and prayed, the more I found myself yearning to fulfil that call to serve. I 

have always told young people who have asked me about being called by 

God, that no matter how many times one refuses to answer that call, God 

will never give up. When he called Mary, the angel Gabriel said to her, 

'Do not be afraid Mary, you have found favour with God'. Each one of us 

is called by God to do whatever He asks - for we are all Baptised, and so 

have accepted that we are to do God's work in the world - and that 'calling' 

will be with us throughout our lives.  
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Throughout the Bible, both in the Old and New Testament, individuals are 

called - Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Elijah, Isaiah to name but a few;  

and then there are the disciples called by Jesus - 'come and follow me, and 

I will make you fishers of people'. To be called does not makes us priests, 

or teachers, but it does mean that we proclaim our Faith in any way that 

we can.  In other words, we show our faith all the time when we show 

love, compassion, forgiveness, etc.  

St Francis reminded his followers that they were called to preach the 

gospel and if necessary to use words. Mary teaches us a great deal in her 

calling, and we too must learn not only to give mothers the respect that 

they deserve, and to accept whatever God asks of us, giving thanks for 

Mary, the Mother of God, and yearn to serve as she did. I find that each 

day when I recite the Angelus I am reminded of God's call to me, and how 

imperfectly I often fulfil it. And so I end with the first part of the Angelus 

- 'Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou amongst 

women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, mother 

of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen'.  

May God bless us all as we too respond to the call to serve, 

Clive 

       

Church Secrets 

Spot this gem - where can you see it? 

-   test your powers of observation! 

 

 

 

 

 

(answer further in Lifeline) 
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Music Matters 

Shortly before the holidays we were able to sing a hymn in our church 
services again.  We were also able to reintroduce some of our music for the 
Eucharist, and the choir sang in two services, with staggered seating.  It was 
good to be able to sing an anthem again rather than listening to a CD! 

The choir will have its first practice on Friday 3 September and sing in the 
service on Sunday 5 September. Our aim is to sing on the first and third 
Sunday of the month again and of course on  major festivals.  20 September 
is another crucial date for Covid-19 measures, with a press conference 
preceding that date. Hopefully there will not be a post-holiday surge to 
impede the relaxation again!  At present we have no indication what the 
proposed easing of 20 September will mean for our church services or the 
maximum number of people allowed in church. We will keep you informed. 

Our Harvest service will be on 3 October, but we will probably not be able to 
celebrate this service with our Old Catholic friends as yet. 

On 31 October the choir aims to sing its first choral evensong since the 
lockdowns began. We are looking forward to that very much! The choir will 
again be seated in the sanctuary as with last year’s Advent Carol Service. 

Our Worcester cathedral week with the European Cathedral Singers had to 
be cancelled because the UK is still on the amber list of The Netherlands. 
Therefore travel without quarantine was not possible and of course singing 
in a cathedral is not seen as an essential trip by the government.  The 
Cathedral was disappointed that we were not able to come, but I am trying 
to book a new visit post 2023. 

The cancelled Portsmouth cathedral visit in 2020 will hopefully now go 
ahead in 2022. Hopefully I will be able to arrange a Spring cathedral visit in 
February/March 2022 as well. This would be a long week-end. 

So all in all cautious optimism, but we will be taking it one step at a time. 
Rest assured that we are doing our best to return to singing all our usual 
music in our services in the safest possible way for all of us! 

Martin van Bleek 

Director of Music 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
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From the wardens 

Our new Chaplain 
In a Post-Brexit world the procedures of getting our new chaplain over to the 
Netherlands from the UK are complicated, but things are beginning to move.  
In order to obtain the advisory services of Briddge (advisors to the Anglican 
Church in The Netherlands) we need to be registered at the Dutch Chamber 
of Commerce. That has now been realised.  A mass of documents were 
necessary for Briddge to begin their work, which Andrew had prepared for 
us, and we had a big signing session a few weeks ago.  
Hopefully the immigration process can now get under way in earnest! 
The next stage is to draw up a constitution and statutes, but this will run 
parallel to the immigration process. You may remember that our Area Dean 
Ruan Crew mentioned this at our last AGM. 
Our new chaplain and his wife cannot wait to get over to The Netherlands 
and get started in Haarlem, so hopefully all the necessary procedures can be 
completed in time for a November/December appointment. 
We will keep you informed of progress. As church council we greatly value 
your continued prayers and support. 

A new treasurer 
As we announced at the last AGM Annemiek Schäfer wished to stand down 
as our treasurer, and George Beylouni had also indicated that owing to 
pressures of work he could no longer look after the bookkeeping. 
We are very glad that Grada Fokkens has consented to be our new treasurer 
from 1 September. The banking formalities to give her access to the church 
bank account are almost complete, so she will be able to take over soon.  
We will have a meeting with Annemiek, George and Grada to ensure a 
smooth handover. 
As you can imagine we are immensely grateful to both Annemiek and 
George for looking after our financial matters for the past years! It is not an 
enviable job.   We will certainly not let them disappear from sight unnoticed, 
and will invite them to a post-service tea so that we can thank them publicly 
as soon as we can arrange a convenient date with them. 
Please remember Grada in your prayers as she begins her new position. 

John Scott/Martin van Bleek 
wardens
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Christmas Cards? -  never too early! 

As most of you will know, the tradition of Choral music in English 

Cathedrals dates back to the 16th century, taking and developing 

the music from that used in the monasteries of the time. After 

various set-backs, including Henry VIII, regular sung services 

became normal in all Anglican Cathedrals, this spreading to parish 

churches.  The quality of the music and choir singing steadily 

developed, with choir schools associated with most Cathedrals.  

With diminishing congregations, it has become increasingly difficult 

for Cathedrals and churches to support this beautiful but expensive 

tradition, and Friends of Cathedral Music was established as a 

charity to encourage public interest.  If you would like to support 

this on a regular annual basis, details are available from 

Rob Uittenbosch.  But one simple way to make a small contribution 

is to order Christmas Cards from Friends of Cathedral Music.  An 

order list will now be available each Sunday on the notice board.  

By this means you will be supporting these choirs and the precious 

choral tradition.  Two of the cards feature snow – does that bring 

back memories? 

 

🎄 🎄 🎄 
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† 
In Memoriam 

Renger Jacob Afman 
(Almelo 1947 – Haarlem August 2021) 

 

After several years struggling with his health, Renger passed  
away peacefully in Haarlem Hospice on 25 August 2021. 

Renger did not consider himself a regular practising Christian, but 
attended services on occasion, and supported Christine in her worship. 

He was a man of many talents, loving sailing and music,  
and will be remembered for his warmth, dignity and kindliness.  

Haarlem will always be grateful to him for his accounting  
help during a difficult financial period. 

For Christine he was her ‘guardian angel,  
the best Christian you could ever hope to meet’. 

We remember and pray for Christine, Maarten and Emiel  
and all their family in their bereavement. 

Renger’s memorial ceremony and cremation will be  
in Bloemendaal on 3 September. 

May he rest in peace and awake to a joyful resurrection. 

† 
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Abou Ben Adhem  

By James Henry Leigh Hunt  (1784 - 1859) 
This is Hunt’s rendering of a divine encounter between an angel and the Sufi 
mystic, Ibrahim Bin Adham. 

Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)  

Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,  

And saw, within the moonlight in his room,  

Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,  

An angel writing in a book of gold: —  

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,  

And to the presence in the room he said,  

"What writest thou?"—The vision raised its head,  

And with a look made of all sweet accord,  

Answered, "The names of those who love the Lord."  

"And is mine one?" said Abou.  "Nay, not so,"  

Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,  

But cheerly still; and said, "I pray thee, then,  

Write me as one that loves his fellow men". 

The angel wrote, and vanished.   The next night  

It came again with a great wakening light,  

And showed the names whom love of God had blest,  

And lo! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest.  

    

Greetings from Henry and Priya in India 
India has been very much affected by Covid, and that has been painful. 
During April and May we all in our home were affected by Covid, starting with 
me and then to Priya, Mom, Dad and also church members staying with us. 
But, and only by God’s grace, we all are alive today, and we really saw how 
wonderfully the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ could operate in times of trouble. 
Now we are back to routine life and the Covid situation has come down in India, 
although they are expecting a 3rd wave in the end of August.   Hopefully our 
Lord will do great things and protect our nation from further disaster. 
Thanking you all for remembering us in your prayers, as we remember you.  
With love to everyone over there, 
Henry 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/leigh-hunt
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Egmond Abbey Adam Powell 

From 12th to 16th July I visited Egmond Abbey on Retreat. It was my first time 

on Retreat since a visit to Quarr Abbey on the Isle of Wight three years 

earlier. I had researched monastic life in The Netherlands and knew all 

monasteries to be Roman Catholic. 

When I booked I first felt it necessary to ask if I as an Anglican would be 

welcome to take Holy Communion there. The Guest Master replied by email 

explaining that yes, I could. Ordinarily Anglicans are generally not welcome 

to take Holy Communion in Roman Catholic churches. However, Egmond 

Abbey is Benedictine and as such it is independent of the Roman Catholic 

Church and decisions of that nature are for the Abbott. I mentioned this to a 

monk called George.  He replied, “You read the same Bible, don’t you?” I 

wondered afterwards where George and his Abbott stand on the Apocrypha. 

 

George kindly gave up about half an hour of his time to show me round the 

Abbey. He seemed particularly proud of the altar, the four pillars of which 

represent the four pillars of the Benedictine Rule, which are poverty, chastity, 

obedience and stability. The latter pillar states that a Benedictine monk must 

vow to spend his life in the same monastery. George had previously been in 

a monastery in Belgium, but that had closed down. He said leaving was a 

big emotional strain.  
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I stayed at the Abbey shortly after St Benedict’s Day. To celebrate the 

occasion the monks placed sunflowers behind the altar and beneath the 

window dedicated to St Benedict. It is a very special day of the year for 

them. It is an occasion when they eat meat and drink wine. When I was there 

I ate more than my usual fill of bread 

and cheese. 

 

 

 

 

So what has Egmond Abbey got to offer the general public? That depends 

on your own particular spiritual needs. On two consecutive days I attended 

all six of the offices (in some monasteries it is seven), rising at 5.30 am. 

Usually a monk will say about twenty psalms in a day. You also need to plan 

what you would do between the offices. I read a book on Christian history. 

If you go, pray first that you will see the presence of Jesus in the people you 

meet. 

Adam Powell
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News from the “Lunch Ladies” 

We used to be known as the “Coffee Morning Ladies”.  But as the years 
went by we thought it would be nice to have lunch together, which we 
started doing a couple a years ago – hence our new title the “Lunch Ladies”. 

Except during the various Covid lock-downs, we usually have lunch every 
month, either in the “Molenplas” in Haarlem Zuid or “Restaurant Cineworld” 
in Beverwijk.   Sometimes we do something different, as in July when we 
went to the beach in Wijk aan Zee to the beach pavilion “De Kust”, hoping 
for nice weather.  

We should have liked sun, as we had  
a couple of years ago when the  
ladies managed to go to our beach-house 
and have a paddle in the sea (from the archive → ). 

 

But we weren’t that lucky this year, though it 
was dry.   

In August we had a big 
group, and got together in 
the “Molenplas”, really 
good after the restrictions 
with the Covid virus. 

In September we will be 
meeting up again in 
Beverwijk, on the second 
Tuesday, 14th September. 

We all send our love and 
best wishes to Priya (and 
Henry) in India. 

Ann van Egmond  

[p.s.  the new Tea List is 
now on the notice board in 
Church] 
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Living in Hope – Advent Discussion Group - Four sessions in 
November 2021 

CATHERINE FOX is the author of seven novels.  Her memoir 

Fight the Good Fight: From Vicar’s Wife to Killing Machine 

relates to her quest to achieve a black belt in Judo. She has a degree in 

English and a PhD in Theology, and is senior lecturer in creative writing at 

Manchester Metropolitan University. 

This advent course is a chance to have a think about what it means to live 

well, and to die well.  We are people of history and people of hope.  We look 

back to the Bible to see where we’ve come from, and we look forward in 

hope to what lies ahead. 

But there are times when looking ahead is frightening.  Even looking around 

can be a source of anxiety.  The times seem dark, and the political situation 

unstable.  The challenge of climate change looms larger each decade.  What 

hope do we have?  How can we live well in the face of current events? 

Advent has traditionally been the season of hope and of preparation.  We 

look back, as people of history, to Christ’s first coming.  But we look forward 

too, as people of hope, to his second coming.  Every time we repeat the 

creed we say that we believe ‘he will come again in glory, to judge the living 

and the dead.’  What happens when we die?  

These are big themes to get our teeth into. But as we explore them in the 

light of Christ, we’ll begin to see that the last things are also the first things; 

that everything holds together in the one who is the alpha and omega, the 

first and the last.  And who knows?—we may find that the art of living well, 

and the art of dying well, are not that far apart at all. 

The course booklet includes a selection of questions, designed to stimulate 

wide-ranging discussion. All are welcome to join one or any of the sessions 

to share our faith, learn from each other and find inspiration. 

 Dates:  9, 16, 23, 30  November 2021 

 Day:  Tuesdays 

 Time: 20.00 - 21.15 

 Place:  Microsoft Teams Online 

For further information, please contact Diana. 
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Poets corner 

A well-known hymn  
- so comforting in these times of uncertainty, our daily bread 

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father. 
There is no shadow of turning with thee. 
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 

Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above, 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow; 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

(thanks to Veronica) 

 

Church Secrets 

Did you spot the gem? 

by the altar, 

 above the door to the vestry 
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Where available, all are most welcome to attend services in Church. 

These will continue to be a service with limited music, 
and conducted complying with government guidelines. 

We welcome advance registration through our website   

www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl  but this is not now ‘verplicht’ 
 

Sunday 5 September 

Trinity 14 

14.30  Eucharist 

- Rev. Howie Adan 

retiring collections for Mission 
   

Sunday 12 September 

Trinity 15 

14.30 Eucharist  

- Rev. Howie Adan 
   

Tuesday 14 September 11.30 Ladies' Lunch  

at Cineworld Restaurant Beverwijk 
   

Sunday  19 September 

Trinity 16 

14.30 Eucharist  

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 26 September 

Trinity 17 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 3 October 

Harvest Thanksgiving 

Trinity 18 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 

retiring collection for Mission  
   

Sunday 10 October 

Trinity 19 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 17 October 

Trinity 20 

14.30 

 

Eucharist 

- celebrant: t.b.a. 
   

Sunday 24 October 

Last Sunday after Trinity 

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Robert Frede 
   

Sunday 31 October 

All Saints 

14.30 

 

Choral Evensong 

- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 
   

Sunday 7 November 

3rd Sunday before Advent          

14.30 Eucharist 

- Rev. Howie Adan 

retiring collection for Mission 



 
 
 

 

 

Egmond Priory 


