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Pastoral letter from Rev.Robert Frede
Advent.
The Season of Advent is perhaps the most confusing and most inspiring of our
church seasons. In it, we anticipate both the coming of the Christ child at the
first Christmas and the second coming of Jesus at the end of the world. It is a
season in which the readings focus on the paradox between the sometimes
harsh reality of the earthly world and the hopeful dreams of the heavenly
realm to come.
In Isaiah, the image of the wilderness as transformed by God’s hand is
described quite vividly:
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and
blossom. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the
desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground; springs
of water.
It may be difficult for those in an urban and modern perspective, to fully
appreciate how threatening the desert was to people in the time of Isaiah, and
John the Baptist, but the desert wildernesses in the Middle East were places of
danger and death, places to be feared and avoided.
The concept of the wilderness is not restricted to physical places.
We can find ourselves in physical, emotional, financial, social, or spiritual
wildernesses. Those of us who have been in one of those places know just
how terrifying such a wilderness can be. Now perhaps your world is that lush
valley overflowing with the proverbial milk and honey. Maybe your life is so
wonderful that you cannot relate to the metaphor of the wilderness. But as we
observe the world, we meet people living in the wilderness. And when you, or
someone you know, is in a wilderness, you know it intensely and profoundly.
It assails your spirit and challenges your faith.
Dreams: that is what Advent is about; that is what being a Christian is about.
The Isaiah and Matthew passages today called the people of those times to
dream of escaping the wilderness. They challenged those people and us today
to be messengers, to be prophets, to be dreamers of a better world. The
question that is timeless and universal is, how do we keep our faith, our hope
and our dreams when we fall into a wilderness?
We live in a world which worships success, power, wealth and beauty. We
live in a world of expectations that are sometimes difficult, if not impossible
to meet. As Christians, we must realize that many of these standards and
expectations are not consistent with Jesus’ life and ministry; they do not
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promote love, justice, and compassion, but rather lead us into the wilderness
of greed, deception, and selfishness.
How do we keep our faith, our hope, and our dreams in the midst of a secular
world that is a wilderness of greed, lust, injustice, and hate?
The answer is simple: prayer, study, worship, community and service.
If a parish church is at its best, if it is faithful to Christ's call, it will provide
the environment to bring its members out from the wilderness. It will provide
fellowship with other pilgrims and dreamers. It will nourish members by the
Sacrament, the liturgy, and the preaching of the Word.
What are your dreams this Advent season?
What is your image of the realm of God?
What are you doing to make those dreams become reality?
Today, many of the maladies of which Isaiah and John spoke have been
conquered by modern medicine, science, and technology. Medicine may not
have fully conquered blindness, deafness or many other diseases, but
physically, we are certainly healthier than our ancestors. We still do not raise
the dead, as that power is reserved for God alone, but many lives are extended
by scientific discoveries. Because of advances in transportation, we are no
longer in danger of being stranded in the desert wilderness, and the technology
of modern irrigation systems has made barren places fruitful.
As members of a parish community, of a diocese, of a national church, as
followers of Christ, all are called to work and pray to bring about a world that
fulfills the ministry of Jesus Christ.
What does this world look like?
It is a world described by three words: love, justice, and compassion.
In the context of today’s society, this is a big dream. But those who share this
dream are in good company. Throughout the ages, there are prophets and
messengers who have held onto this dream and have given their lives to bring
love, justice, and compassion to a world that rejected those values. From the
monastic orders of the Middle Ages, the martyrs of the Reformation, the
heroes of the Social Gospel movement, to those who struggled for civil rights,
there have been people in the Church who have devoted their work and lives
to proclaiming love, justice, and compassion in the name of Jesus.
Advent is the time that calls us to dream of the future coming of Christ,
because we know that Jesus came to us once before. We know that the God
incarnate came into a world that was sitting in darkness, a world lost in the
wilderness, in the form of a vulnerable child; a child so poor that, like so many
of today’s children, he had no place to lay his head.
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Let us be messengers and ministers of God’s love, justice, and compassion in
all that we say and do.
Let this be our Advent dream and hope!
I wish you all a very pleasant and peaceful Advent,
Robert Frede
Y Y Y Y

Penny Pot
Climbing the stairs, on the way up to the church, nestled in a window recess is
an unassuming, small green collection tin labelled "Penny Pot". It sits close to
a basket of foodstuffs intended for donations to the Foodbank Haarlem
organized by our Old Catholic sister community. The Penny Pot is an
initiative from our own community, and is also intended for donations
specifically for the Haarlem Foodbank.
Even though this passive little pot doesn't necessarily shout its presence
among us it managed to collect a total of 1050 euro last year for most
essential, direct help for people around us who are in need. The church had
been closed for the greater part of that year but the Penny Pot remained a sure
sign of the generosity of our parishioners.
It was recently brought to my attention by one of our parishioners that they
had read in a local paper that the Foodbank Haarlem had issued a statement
asking people not to give cash. I was quite surprised, and checked out their
website which confirmed that there had been a spate of fraudulent door to
door collections using their name, and assuring us that they would never
collect cash in this way. However, they do still very much need cash
donations, which was good to read.
Up until last year we also collected foodstuffs, but due to the logistics of
physically transporting goods to their depot it was decided to concentrate
solely on the Penny pot. For those who still want to donate non-perishable
foodstuffs to the Foodbank the basket placed by the Old Catholics should be
used.
We have recently emptied the Penny Pot and will be sending another 200 euro
to the Foodbank Haarlem, should you pass by the spot on the top of the stairs
and notice the Penny Pot please consider placing any loose change you can
miss, as lots of little bits can make a big difference. Many thanks for your
continued support.
Francis Gordon
Mission Secretary
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Music Matters
Fortunately we have been able to sing during our services again, with the choir
sitting closer together but still with staggered seating. This does make singing
together a lot easier!
And when you read this we will have sung our first major choral service - the
Choral Evensong on 31 October

(photo Sonia Toms)

– the first full sung service since last year’s Advent Carol Service and the Carol
Service in Rheden.
We are busy with some housekeeping – changes in our robe room, and as from
6 November we will be bringing the music that Rob has for years stored in his
flat and basement storeroom to church. We have already built a few new shelves
above the robes and on 6 November we will remove the old impractical
cupboard and begin putting new cupboards in so that we can safely store the
music as well as accommodate the tea items, etc. Some items will also be moved
to the City Archives, along with all the minutes and church documents from 1951
onwards. This does mean the robe room may look a little chaotic for a while,
but there is method in the madness.
Advent Sunday is on 28th November. We will sing our traditional Advent Carol
Service at 7.30 pm. Hopefully the government press conference on Tuesday
2 November will not bring too many changes in the Covid-19 measures for our
church services and singing in church. For the Carol Services the choir will sing
from the sanctuary again.
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We will know more about the maximum numbers allowed in for this service after
Tuesday 2 November. We will inform the members of our congregation by email
and also post the latest information on the church website.
Our Old Catholic friends have kindly offered to stream the Advent Carol service
which will make it possible for a wider audience to follow this special service at
this beginning of the Church’s calendar.
Although the Middachten Castle Christmas Fair will be held this year, sadly the
castle itself will be closed to the public. This means we could not sing in the castle
and singing outside all the time is not feasible. There will only be outside stalls.
However, we will be singing a carol service in Rheden on Tuesday evening 21
December. This service will probably also be streamed.
As we were not able to begin practising our Advent and Christmas music until a
few weeks ago, I have decided not to have our Carol Concert in church this year
and instead concentrate of the services we will be singing.
Sunday 12th December is the date for our annual Christmas Bring and Buy and
Advent Tea. However, this year we will only be selling Christmas fare and items
that we have in stock - see later in Lifeline. Hopefully next year we shall have a
full Bring and Buy.
On Christmas Eve we will have our Christmas Eucharist at 6 pm, followed by our
Carol Service at 8 pm. Again, how many people we will be allowed to have in the
Carol Service will be known after Tuesday.
The Carol Service will also be streamed thanks to our Old Catholic friends.
In spite of all the Covid-19 measures these services will take us from Advent to
Christmas and will be a joyful and festive celebration of the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ! We hope we will be able to sing these services and share the
readings and carols either with a congregation in church and a much larger
congregation online!
The Old Catholic Bishop’s New Year’s Vespers will be held on Sunday 2 January
2022. The choir hopes to be able to sing at that service again.
We will keep everybody informed via posts on the website, the church app or
separate emails informing you about the coming services.
With all good wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas season!
Stay safe and well!
Martin van Bleek
Director of Music

♫♫♫♫
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Greetings
- from India – Henry and Priya
India has been very much affected by Covid, and that has been painful.
During April and May all of us in our home were affected by Covid, starting with
me and then to Priya, Mom, Dad and also church members staying with us.
But, and only by God’s grace, we are all alive today, and we really saw how
wonderfully the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ could operate in times of trouble.
Now we are back to routine life and the Covid situation has come down in
India, although they are expecting a 3rd wave.
But hopefully our Lord will do great things again and protect our nation from
further disaster.
Thanking you all for remembering us in your prayers, as we remember you.
With love to everyone over there,
Henry

©©©©
- from Krommenie – Fr. Jake Dejonge
Dear all,
We do miss Haarlem Anglican!
My main problem is stability, walking-wise, not so much mentally, at least
I believe I am not dementing as yet. But I have read that Alzheimer occurs
younger and younger - perhaps a candidate for a charitable contribution!
I still minister here in Krommenie, with a deacon who will be priested next
month. He does most of the walking and gives communion, and I preside and
preach.
I would love to come to Haarlem again, but I am a bit afraid of the steps. With
some support . . . . . who knows.
Kind regards and good wishes,
Jake

©©©©
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Doors

Fr. Derek Akker

Maybe there is more of the magical in the idea of a door than in the
door itself - it is always a matter of going through into something else.
(Marge Piercy – b. 1936)

Doors, they are everywhere, they keep us safe, keep the effects
adverse weather out, or open they allow fresh air to waft through.
We often take doors for granted, we don’t give them a second thought
because they are just there. Doors are just doors - or perhaps not!
Perhaps they have a story to tell? Below are photographs of three
doors I came across and found interesting. I had a large collection of
photographs of doors taken during my travels. I noticed the different
style, colours and size of the doors. I seem to have lost many of the
photographs but these are three of my remaining collection.
The one on the left was taken in St Stephen and
All Martyrs Church, Lever Bridge, Bolton, where I
was incumbent in the 1990’s.
It is unusual - it is the door which opened into the
pulpit, as seen from the congregation.
The congregation would normally only have seen
the top part, the lower part being obscured by the
pulpit itself. Here the pulpit had been removed
for the restoration of the interior of the church.
I invite you to imagine the scene, the preacher in
cassock and surplice leaves his or her stall and
walks through the sanctuary and disappears into
the vestry. Out of sight they climb a few steep
narrow steps, open the door and re-appear in the pulpit. Dramatic or
not, I never used the pulpit to preach from.
I did go through the motions, it felt strange climbing the steps, opening
the door and peering out across the Nave. (I did forget to close the
door and stepped back and nearly went . . . over . . . )
Doors do serve a purpose, well most do. This one no longer served a
purpose other than to fill what would be a hole in the wall. Having said
that, when this Victorian door was renovated, its beauty could be seen.
Stripped bare of the layers of old stained varnish, it did make a
statement.
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“Ask, and it will be given you; search and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you.
For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”
Matthew 7:7-8 (NRSV)
This door is from Vinaros, Costa Ahazar.
It is a rugged old door, probably centuries old,
that has withstood the heat of summer, the cool
and damp of winter and the effects of a coastal
atmosphere. Tens of thousands of people will
have walked through the doorway, having pushed
on the door as they entered for Mass and left at
the end of Mass. Found peace behind this door.
The door is of a plain design but with a generosity
of material, the timber was about 7.5 cm (3 inch)
thick and the iron work was robust to say the
least - a door to keep unwanted people out or
keep people in.
This door was also taken on the Costa Ahazar,
I believe in a hermitage, and again centuries old.
I was attracted to this shot by the contrast of the
darkness within the room and the light, almost
dazzling light pouring in. It was also a case of
the coolness of the inside compared the warmth
of the sun on the outside.
It too was a substantial door made with great
skill, was old and showing its age, but it still had
strength and a beauty that natural timber can
have when it been through the careful and skilled
hands of a carpenter.

“I know your works. Look I have set before you an open door,
which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power,
and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.”
- Revelation 3:8 (NRSV)
Y Y Y Y
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Reminder – Advent Discussion Group 2021
Four sessions in November
CATHERINE FOX is the author of seven novels. Her memoir
Fight the Good Fight: From Vicar’s Wife to Killing Machine
relates to her quest to achieve a black belt in Judo. She has a degree in English
and a PhD in Theology, and is senior lecturer in creative writing at Manchester
Metropolitan University.
This advent course is a chance to have a think about what it means to live well,
and to die well. We are people of history and people of hope.
We look back to the Bible to see where we’ve come from, and we look forward in
hope to what lies ahead.
But there are times when looking ahead is frightening. Even looking around can
be a source of anxiety. The times seem dark, and the political situation
unstable. The challenge of climate change looms larger each decade. What
hope do we have? How can we live well in the face of current events?
Advent has traditionally been the season of hope and of preparation. We look
back, as people of history, to Christ’s first coming. But we look forward too, as
people of hope, to his second coming.
Every time we repeat the creed we say that we believe “he will come again in
glory, to judge the living and the dead“.
What happens when we die?
These are big themes to get our teeth into. But as we explore them in the light of
Christ, we begin to see that the last things are also the first things; that everything
holds together in the one who is the Alpha and Omega,
the first and the last. And who knows?—we may find that the art of living well,
and the art of dying well, are not that far apart at all.
The course booklet includes a selection of questions, designed to stimulate wideranging discussion. All are welcome to join one or any of the sessions to share
our faith, learn from each other and find inspiration.
•
•
•
•

Dates:
Day:
Time:
Place:

9, 16, 23, 30 November 2021
Tuesdays
20.00 - 21.15
Microsoft Teams Online

For further information, please contact Diana via our website.

Y Y Y Y
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Christmas Bring and Buy, Christmas Fare
Sunday 12th December is the date for our traditional Christmas Bring and Buy
and Advent Tea. This year we will only be selling Christmas fare and items that
we have in stock. If you have items you would normally bring to the B&B, you
can still bring them to church as the Old Catholics are saving up for a Bazaar next
year. You can leave these items next to the notice board in the entrance hall.
As usual we will be selling a selection of Christmas fare at the Advent Tea,
including Christmas cards. I shall be ordering a selection of items from Taste of
Home, but if you would like to order in advance, you are welcome to e-mail me
at: martin.van.bleek@gmail.com and I will do my best to get everything for you!
Items include mince pies (6 in a box), individual Christmas puddings, small and
large, pots of mince meat, Christmas chocolates, Cadbury’s Santa Collection box,
a rectangular piece of Christmas cake, Paxo stuffing mix, Christmas crackers, etc.
Please let me have your wish list either at church or in an email by 15 November
at the latest.
Martin van Bleek

🎄🎄🎄
Gratitude
To be grateful is to recognize the love of God
in everything he has given us,
and he has given us everything.
Every breath we draw is a gift of his love,
every moment of existence is a grace,
for it brings with it immense graces from him.
Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted,
is never unresponsive,
is constantly awakening to a new wonder
and to praise of the goodness of God.
For the grateful man knows that God is good,
not by hearsay but by experience.
And that is what makes all the difference.
(with thanks to Marga)

©©©©
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Archdeaconry Synod of North West Europe 7-9 October 2021
For the first time since the Corona pandemic the chaplains and Archdeaconry
representatives met together once again for the Synod in the Abdij in
Drongen, Belgium. Archdeacon Sam van Leer introduced the topic New
Beginnings after lockdown. There was plenty to share and discuss in groups
concerning the difficulties as well as some advantages experienced during
the last two years. The main themes of Synod were Creation Care and Racial
Justice.
Daring to Care for God’s World - Revd Dr Dave Bookless, Director of
Theology at A Rocha, leads work to embed creation care into global and
international Christian organisations, theological institutions and mission
movements. In the session he spoke about climate chaos and the urgency to
act now. Pope Francis’ book Let us Dream - The Path to a Better Future was
the basis to explain Kairos: God’s time to see, to choose, to act.
• A time to see: to acknowledge and lament humanity’s impact on the world.
• A time to choose: to make a joint appeal across faith and science. The UN’s
annual climate change conference COP26 is a call to respect people and all
life.
• A time to act: living in hope in an age of despair.
o On our knees – prayer
o At home - lifestyle
o At work - sustainability, green business
o At church - Eco church - working together to net zero by 2030
o With our neighbours - all made in God’s image
o Globally - COP26 Glasgow 1-12 November 2021 (Conference of the
Parties for 26th time).
Conclusion: we need a world underpinned by God’s love so all can flourish.
Jeremiah 29: 11 ‘To give you a future and a hope.’
Racial Justice and Reconciliation
Revd Pat Jackson, a pastor in the Presbyterian Church (USA) founded
Interwoven Congregations. This is a non-profit organisation dedicated to
promoting racial justice and healing by organising partnerships between faith
communities of different racial backgrounds. He explained that there are four
building blocks to uprooting racism through joint learning processes.
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•
•
•
•

Confronting by making a congregation survey and sharing individually
and in groups with a different congregation so that they become
interwoven.
Building Relationships by meeting regularly to deal with racial issues.
Practising anti-racism by communicating and working together.
Praying by involving leadership, volunteers, and key workers.

Racial Justice Testimony
Revd Canon Smitha Prasadam is chaplain of St Alban’s, Copenhagen,
Denmark. Born into the Church of South India, she moved with her family to
the Anglican Church in Wales. She has been active in the Diocese of Europe’s
Racial Justice Working Group and has always had a deep commitment to
justice and mercy. She challenged us to look at our own churches and do an
audit in terms of diversity and inclusion.
The Synod finished on Saturday morning with the Archdeaconry business
meeting and separate AGMs for Belgium and The Netherlands. It was an
advantage that representatives could choose to participate online. Hopefully,
next year we will all be able to meet again in Drongen.

Y Y Y Y

Harvest Festival Tombola
The lucky winner of the fruit hamper!
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All are most welcome to attend services in Church.
These will continue to be conducted complying with government guidelines.
It is possible that these will require advance registration and other restrictions –
please check in advance on our website www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl

Sunday 7 November
14.30
3rd Sunday before Advent

Eucharist
- Rev. Howie Adan

Tuesday 9 November

Advent Discussion group
Please contact Diana Dammer

Sunday 14 November 14.30
2nd Sunday before Advent

Remembrance service and
Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Tuesday 16 November

Advent Discussion group
Please contact Diana Dammer

Sunday 21 November
“Christ the King”
Sunday next before
Advent

14.30

Tuesday 23 November
Sunday 28 November
Advent Sunday

Eucharist
- Rev. Howie Adan

Advent Discussion group
Please contact Diana Dammer
19.30

Tuesday 30 November

Advent Carol Service
- Rev. Robert Frede
Advent Discussion group
Please contact Diana Dammer

Sunday 5 December
2nd Sunday of Advent

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 12 December
3rd Sunday of Advent

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger
followed by Advent Tea and Bring & Buy
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Sunday 19 December
4th Sunday of Advent

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede

Tuesday 21 December 20,00

Carol service sung by our choir in
Dorpskerk in Rheden (near Arnhem)

Friday 24 December
Christmas Eve

18.00

Eucharist on Christmas Eve
- Rev. Howie Adan

20.00

Service of Nine Lessons and
Carols
- Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 26 December

14.30

NO service

Sunday 2 January

14.30

Eucharist
- Rev. Robert Frede (to be confirmed)

16.00

Old Catholic Vespers
Our choir will participate
(to be confirmed)

Boxing Day Drinks
At this time it is unclear whether we will be able to
meet for our traditional Boxing Day drinks
from 12 -2pm on Wednesday 26 December.
Please check our church website nearer the time
or your email or the church social app.
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Choral Evensong, 31 October

(photo Simone Meerdink)
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More Harvest Festival photos
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Daniel turns 21!
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