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From our Chaplain  -  Rev.Bruce Rienstra 

Easter is behind us, or is it?  Easter is one of the seasons of the 
church calendar, so officially we are currently in Easter.  Lent was a 
time of waiting, forty days we waited.   While we waited through 
Lent, we sacrificed (be it alcohol, or chocolate), maybe we did 
something extra (like study or kindness), or maybe we did neither.  
However we marked or did not mark Lent, Lent was leading up to 
something; something extraordinary.   

It led to Holy Week, Christ’s Passion, and to Easter.  It was a passion 
of a final meal, betrayal, death and finally resurrection.  Over the 
next two thousand years it has been a time of celebration, and we 
celebrated Easter as well. 

What happens next is yet another wait of forty days until Ascension 
Day, when Jesus ascends to heaven ending the time God walked the 
earth with us. 
Then follows yet another ten days of waiting until Pentecost, that 
day when the Holy Spirit came most spectacularly to that square in 
Jerusalem. 

We don’t normally associate the Easter Season as one of waiting, 
but perhaps we should;  one of waiting until Jesus ascends to join 
the Father, one of waiting for the Holy Spirit to descend.  It’s an 
important time and perhaps we should focus more on what it 
means.  To ask ourselves what it means for Jesus to ascend and 
leave his ministry in the hands of his disciples, leaving his ministry to 
all of us.   

What does it mean to depend not on his physical presence but to 
depend instead on the Holy Spirit and our faith in Jesus. 

Bruce Rienstra 

Y  Y  Y  Y 
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Music Matters 
Following the lifting of the lockdown and restrictions, a period of intense 
preparation for the busy period of Holy week and Easter Sunday is now 
already behind us!  Both the Good Friday service and the Easter Eucharist 
were meaningful services and the music and readings helped us focus on the 
meaning of the Passion and joyful Resurrection. It was wonderful to be able to 
sing those services once again after the silence of two years!   The choir is 
now focussing on the period up to the beginning of July, which includes the 
Choral Evensong in the Bavo. 

On Whitsunday 5 June our choir will be singing Choral Evensong in the Bavo 
at 7 pm. This service is after our own Choral Eucharist at 2.30 pm.  We shall 
be opening the Vesper series in the Bavo.  The choir will disappear straight 
after our own service to practise in the Bavo ahead of the evening service.  
Do join us for both special services if you can! 

Following the appointment of our new chaplain much has been said about a 
possible Celebration Service followed by a reception.  The date for these is 
now set at Sunday 12 June, as part of a Choral Evensong, followed by a 
reception in the Sociëteit, Zijlweg 1 in Haarlem – see article below. 

The choir is also practising with other members of the European Cathedral 
Singers for our cathedral week in Portsmouth. We shall be singing there from 
Monday 1 August until Sunday 7 August, with Thursday as our day off. Do 
come and see us if you are in the neighbourhood. 

As you will have noticed we are gradually increasing the sung items in our 
services. Bit by bit we will be reintroducing our traditionally sung items, such 
as the gospel alleluias and more hymns.  We are back to using our green 
hymn books again together with the service sheet and printed psalm. We will 
also be going back to using our Common Worship books (the black book), 
which will also make a greater variety of services possible.  

The choir is now also gradually moving closer together again, but we are still 
being careful as Covid is still around. 

Our final choral service in our own church before the holidays will be Sunday 
3 July, after which the choir will be on holiday until the end of August.  
Choral services will resume in September. 

Martin van Bleek 
Director of Music 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
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Celebration Service and Reception, 12 June, 14.30 
This special service is to celebrate the arrival of our new chaplain, after an 
interregnum since 2016.   As you know, due to Covid restrictions, in January 
we were not able to have a large congregation for Fr Bruce’s licencing as 
chaplain, nor have a reception after the service. 
The Celebration Service will now be on Sunday 12 June at 2.30 pm, followed 
by a Reception.  Apart from our own church members and friends of Haarlem 
Church, we shall also be inviting representatives of other churches in 
Haarlem.  It will also give us the possibility of thanking the clergy and others 
who have helped us through the long interregnum. 
The celebration service will be a Choral Evensong, and the reception 
afterwards will be at the Sociëteit De Vereeniging, Zijlweg 1. This is a few 
minutes’ walk away from our church and easily accessible from either the 
Zijlweg or the street at the back of the building. It has enough space to hold a 
reception for a larger group of people.  
A separate invitation will be sent to all church members with more details of 
the day and a route description etc.  We hope to see many of you at the 
service and afterwards at the reception. 
John Scott & Martin van Bleek, Wardens 

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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Children’s Church – Sunday May 22nd 
during the service 
We are very excited to announce the start 
of our Children’s Church Group.  Through 
bible stories, discussion, and engaging 

activities we aim to embrace the love we have for Christ and the 
Bible and share this with the children. 
We will meet every fourth Sunday of the month and our first 
group will meet during the service on Sunday May 22nd which 
starts at 2.30pm  
All are welcome – after the first hymn we will head off for 
activities, returning for Communion.  
We really look forward to welcoming our younger members of 
the church! 
The group will be run by Anni (who has lots of teaching 
experience) and Simone (who is a fluent Dutch speaker), 
Children’s Church Leaders 

Celebrating Mothers’ Day 
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The Lent Discussion Group – March 2022 
‘Living in Hope’ was the title of the York course used for the Advent 
Discussion Group this year. There were 14 participants in two 
groups, meeting once a week during November. It was good to be 
able to discuss some ‘heavy’ topics in an open-minded and friendly 
way, sharing different points of view and gathering unexpected 
insights. One of the advantages of meeting online is that everyone is 
in their own home which creates a relaxed atmosphere and a bond 
of openness. Each one of us comes with a different background and 
experiences in life and faith. It was enriching to discover the 
diversity of opinions and reflections.  
Gert & Diana  

Y  Y  Y  Y 

The day the trains stood still 

What to do when the 
trains are cancelled and 
there is no organist and 
half the choir were 
stranded ???     

Have a cello and flute, 
step in, lead those who 
could make it, and sing 
joyfully to the Lord!  

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 

 



 

 7 

The day the trains stood still  - another perspective 

It was a Sunday, in the train. Many were clearly enjoying a day out, or 
looking forward to a visit to a friend, or perhaps like me on the way to 
Church. And there were others with suitcases, clearly with more 
adventurous plans.  Outside it was gently sunny, but with a cool wind. 
But that didn't trouble us, we were warm and comfortable in the train, 
running on time. 

We stopped at the next station ....... for longer than normal. And we 
waited, and waited, ... A friendly inspector, now no longer with a mask, 
that irritation being for the moment history, walked through the train 
announcing that there seemed to be a 'storing' and that the train would not 
be travelling further. Gradually more announcements clarified that the 
'storing' was in the central NS computer system, and that no more trains 
would ride that day, anywhere ......  

So much for a day out, or getting to church. And catching one’s plane???  
There was of course widespread unbelief and irritation.  The NS 
personnel remained visible and friendly, .. but helpless, for once they 
could do nothing.  Alternative coaches could not be arranged as the 
problem was too big.  And normal buses?  this was Sunday ....  

And who takes the responsibility? probably no-one, everyone wants the 
power but no-one wants the responsibility. 

But I transgress.   As I stood there in the cool sun on the forecourt of this 
central station, busy, not with trains or taxis but with people going round in 
circles, I pondered my options - maybe sleeping there on one of the 
benches?  For the moment I had access to toilets and coffee and cakes in 
the Kiosk. Later it would get rather cold and the Kiosk would close, but I 
wouldn't die and it would be for less than a day. And there were no bombs 
falling. And if I did catch pneumonia there would be a hospital waiting. 

In my case this was an 'inconvenience', but for many it would have been a 
ruined holiday, even ruined lives;  and, half the world is fighting, or on 
the brink of war, or starving ....  How could I grumble?  I telephoned a 
friend. 

☺  ☺  ☺  ☺ 
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Poet’s Corner Christine Bradshaw 
Calamity Again 

Dear God, calamity again! 
It was so peaceful, so serene; 
We had just begun to break the chains 
That bind our folk in slavery, 
When suddenly…! Again the people’s blood 
Is flowing. Like dogs hungry 
For butter, the royal thugs 
Are at our throats again. 

Taras Shevchenko 

 
Taras Shevchenko (1814–1861), commonly referred to simply as 
‘Kobzar’ - The Bard,  is universally recognized as the supreme national 
poet of the Ukrainian language and soul, and his own life has  mirrored 
the sufferings and longing for freedom of the Ukrainian people. 

The poem was written in 1859, two years before his death, but it seems 
as relevant today as it did in his own time, when many Ukrainians (as 
well as many dissident Russians) were struggling against the 
oppression of the Tsarist state. His reference to slavery in the poem 
reflects his own family’s history.  
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Taras Shevchenko was born in the 
village of Moryntsi, south of Kiev,  
in the geographical heart of Ukraine, 
into a family of serfs who were owned 
as private property by the German-
Russian landowner 
Vasily Engelhardt.  Shevchenko 
claimed Cossack ancestry, and his 
forefathers had taken part in a 
number of rebellions against Russian 
domination before they were 
defeated and enslaved. 

+  +  +  +  
Ladies Lunch  
….. picking up where we stopped before Corona arrived! 
Yes, the last couple of years were different and “the lunch ladies” 
also had their ups and downs with the Corona virus regularly raising 
its head so that we had to miss our get togethers as venues were 
obliged to close. Often, when we were able, we had to sit so far 
apart that the idea of a get together was more a get far apart, and 
even at different tables! 
But luckily we have a new start, and are enjoying our lunches again, 
able to sit at one big table again – a lot better and as it should be. 
We have also plans for the next couple of months: 
-  next lunch in Beverwijk at “Grandcafé Cineworld” on the 12 May 
-  then on 14th June we go to Haarlem, the “Molenplas”. 
And, hoping for nice weather, on July the 12th we are going to Wijk 
aan Zee,”Strandpaviljoen De Kust”. 
All ladies welcome, please let me know beforehand. 
Ann van Egmond 

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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Ms Miscellaneous 
Spring 
Outside the sky is a stunning blue and buttercups, daisies and lilacs are 
competing in a beauty contest, while roses and hollyhocks are preparing 
to push them off their throne. 
Inside our new apartment my sweetheart is calling out to the Lord to help 
him with hanging lamps and paintings and I am trying to focus on writing 
this column for Lifeline. 
In this time between Easter and Whitsun I planned to write something 
hopeful and happy, since it is the time to celebrate the victory of life over 
death. But I find I keep drifting off to the images of the world being on fire 
by natural disasters caused by climate change, but mostly because of the 
ongoing war in Ukraine.  
All I can think of is: War, what is it good for? Absolutely nothing!  
How is it possible that one man can pull off such an act of aggression? 
How is it possible that this man calls himself a Christian? How is it possible 
that so many people follow him in his delusion? How can clergy bless this 
tyrant? How on earth are all those innocent people, who had to leave 
behind everything after having to watch it being bombed to pieces, 
supposed to keep their faith and trust in God? 
These desperate thoughts lead me to questioning my own faith these days. 
How can God permit such evil in the world? Why did He give humans free 
will? Time and time again we prove to Him that we cannot be trusted with 
such a great power, nor with the responsibility of taking good care of His 
creation. How much forgiveness and mercy does God have left?  
And yet, trusting in God is the only thing we cán do. He shows His power in 
little things, e.g. in people taking in refugees, in father Bruce’s sermon asking 
us where we experience Jesus (in the garden, on the road, in the locked room 
or at the seashore) and in floral beauty contests and new life in spring.  
However dark the world is, God is always the Light at the end of the 
tunnel. If I keep my eyes and mind on that Light, I won’t lose hope for a 
better world. The coming weeks leading to Whitsun will hopefully 
strengthen my faith again in God as the Light of Lights. 
Veronique Ruiz 
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All are most welcome to our services in Church. 
All details are correct at time of printing but they can be checked in advance  

on our website  www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl  
 

Saturday 7 May 09.30 Breakfast Club 
(see details in this Lifeline) 

   
Sunday 8 May 
4th Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Sung Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Tuesday 10 May 11.30 Ladies' Lunch at the Grand Café 

Cineworld, Beverwijk 
   
Sunday 15 May 
5th Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Choral Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Sunday 22 May  
6th Sunday of Easter 

14.30 Sung Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Thursday 26 May 
Ascension Day 

10.00 Old Catholic Eucharist (in Dutch) 
- Rev. Robert Frede 

   
Sunday 29 May 
Sunday after Ascension 

14.30 Sung Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Sunday 5 June 
Pentecost 

14.30 Choral Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
 19.00 Choral Evensong in St. Bavo 

Church, Grote Markt sung by our 
Choir & The Anglican Singers   

   
Sunday 12 June 
Trinity Sunday 

14.30 Choral Evensong / Celebration / 
Reception (see Music Matters)  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Tuesday 14 June 11.30 Ladies’ Lunch  

at the “Molenplas”, Haarlem 
   
Sunday 19 June 
Trinity 1 

14.30 Choral Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra  
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Sunday 26 June 
Trinity 2 

14.30 Sung Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   
Sunday 3 July 
Trinity 3 
Thomas the Apostle 

14.30 Choral Eucharist  
- Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

   

 

From a member of our congregation  
in these times of anxiety 

Psalm 90 
Whoso dwelleth under the defence of the most High: 

shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say unto the Lord, Thou art my hope and my stronghold: 

my God in him will I trust. 
For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter : 

and from the noisome pestilence. 
He shall defend thee under his wings,  and thou shalt be safe under his 

feathers : 
his faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night : 
nor for the arrow that flieth by day, 

For the pestilence that walketh in darkness : 
nor for the sickness that destroyeth in the noon-day. 

A thousand shall fall beside thee : 
and ten thousand at thy right hand but it shall not come nigh thee. 

Yea with thine eyes shalt thou behold : 
and see the reward of the ungodly. 

For thou Lord art my hope : 
thou hast set thine house of defence very high. 

There shall no evil happen unto thee : 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee : 
to keep thee in all thy ways. 

They shall bear thee in their hands : 
that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone 

 



 
 
 
 

 


