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Chaplaincy Letter – Rev. Bruce Rienstra 

In the Lifeline for January 
2022 Lauretta and I 
introduced ourselves and 
it included a picture from 
one of my churches in 
Worcestershire.  This 
picture is New Year’s Day 
from the beach at 
Westenschouwen in 
Zeeland where we 
unsuccessfully tried to 
avoid the fireworks for 
Jake and Molly.  We’ll 
see where we end up 
next year. 

It most certainly has been an interesting year, and as I alluded to last 
year I am glad to have ACH as my foundation as regards my ministry 
here in the Netherlands, although that said settling into my work with 
the Old Catholics in Rotterdam has not been too terribly difficult 
either.  Both church communities have turned out to be lovely 
communities and Lauretta and I are very happy with our decision to 
move back to the Netherlands. 

A year ago we were just coming out of what would be the last 
lockdown, and life this past year has been getting back to normal.  
There are exceptions, the war in the Ukraine has meant that the 
unthinkable has happened, war in Europe and the EU has welcomed 
many refugees from the Ukraine.  In fact one of the first things which 
we did in the parsonage in Delft was to hold a concert, with the 
proceeds going to help the Ukraine, with €600+ raised.  The welcoming 
of refugees is something most of us in Haarlem can relate to, many of 
us are also ‘foreigners’ and we understand what it is like to move to a 
new country, a new society, new language and a new culture.  It is an 
experience we share with Christ, who’s own earthly family having to 
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move to Egypt from Israel to avoid persecution.  If anyone should be 
welcoming of the stranger it should be us, who understand, but 
especially us who share faith in Jesus who also was a refugee.  

Another consequence of the war has been the rise of fuel prices, it is 
more expensive to run our cars and heat our homes;  but on the plus 
side our overdependence on fossil fuels has been highlighted and 
studies show that it has accelerated move to more sustainable energy.  
In this way we can work to make our world a better place, take more 
public transport, perhaps fly less, and set our thermostats somewhat 
lower.  These are things we can do for God’s creation and our 
environment. 

What the coming year will bring we cannot know, none of us are 
clairvoyant.  What we do have is a common faith in Jesus, a common 
trust in God and a common responsibility to each other and to our 
neighbours who come from near and from far. 

Wishing you a happy and blessed 2023.  We shall see what the year 
brings. 

Y  Y  Y  
Music Matters 
Another year has passed and 2023 has begun!  And what a year 
it has been. On 30 January 2022 our new chaplain was installed 
in a smaller service than we would have liked, but we made up 
for that with our Celebration Service and Reception on 12 June. 
Bishop Dirk Jan Schoon and the mayor of Haarlem were among 
the guests and many of the friends of Haarlem Church.  

We were also able to increase the choral content in our services, 
so that we are almost back to what was normal before the Covid 
pandemic. Obviously Covid has not disappeared, so we are still 
fairly careful with certain practices in church - better safe than 
sorry. 

The Advent and Christmas period was fairly busy as usual, but it 
was wonderful to be able to begin the Advent season with our 
traditional Advent Carol Service, sing a Carol Concert, go Carol 
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singing at Middachten Castle, a Carol Service in Rheden and of 
course our Christmas Eve Eucharist and Service of Nine Lessons 
and Carols. All these services were again possible with a larger 
congregation for the first time since 2019. Haarlem Church Choir 
and the Anglican Singers worked their socks off and produced a 
great sound in all the services and events. It was wonderful to 
be able to fully celebrate this important time in the Church’s 
year and our church life.  
A big thank you to all our choir members and of course to 
Fr Bruce for his support of our music. 

Thanks also to all our readers in both the Advent Carol Service 
and the Carol Service. A special thank you to Isaac for reading 
the first lesson in the Carol Service. It is good to remind 
ourselves that these services are a combination of the Word and 
appropriate music and not just a collection of favourite carols. 
The music is there to enhance our worship. 

The choir is now enjoying a well-earned rest until Sunday 15 
January, when we will have our first Choral Eucharist of 2023. As 
January has five Sundays, the service on 29 January will be a 
Choral Evensong. 

In February many of our choir members hope to join ECS in a 
cathedral week-end at Worcester Cathedral. However, the exact 
date still needs to be confirmed.  

In any case ECS will be singing the services in York Minster from 
Monday 31 July until Sunday 6 August. 

After Choral Evensong on 29 January the choir will begin 
preparing for the Good Friday and Easter services. 

This year we will also be looking at the format of our services 
with Fr Bruce and see how we can adapt ourselves to the 
changing times, enhance our worship and enlarge our 
congregation.  We will keep you informed. 

A very happy, healthy and musical 2023 to you all! 
Martin A. van Bleek, 
Director of Music 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫ 
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Advent Study Course 2022 
The 2022 Advent Course was a special one, because it was the 
first one led by our very own ‘cherry-fresh’ Chaplain Bruce. The 
book he chose to guide us (a group of 12 no less) through Advent 
was God with us by Rowan Williams. The subtitle of the book was 
The meaning of the cross and resurrection – Then and now.  
Williams, a well known theologian scholar, was the 
104th Archbishop of Canterbury and at present is Master of 
Magdalen College in Cambridge. 

The book explains two crucial elements of Christian faith: the 
cross (the sign itself, the sacrifice of Jesus, the victory over death) 
and the resurrection – how they were experienced and 
interpreted at the time of Jesus’ life and death and the time just 
after and how we should / could learn from this in living our own 
faith more than 2000 years later. 

Williams is a true scholar. The texts of the chapters were not easy 
reading – to me at least. There were various layers in every 
subject explained, as we found out during our discussions. In at 
least two sessions we ended up discussing the topic of the 
chapter we read the week before. Which was rather nice, I 
thought. Like, we needed to digest the material longer, before we 
could actually relate to it. Father Bruce helped us through it in his 
own loose, sympathetic way – and he was not afraid to admit that 
he found some parts of the book difficult to read too.  

It goes to show that Christian faith isn’t easy. It is joyful, inspiring, 
comforting, maybe even a natural given, but never easy – not 
then and not now. That to me was the most important insight of 
this course. Looking forward to the next one! 

Veronique Ruiz 
Y  Y  Y  
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Advent  
Advent Tea. During our Advent Tea we celebrated Bruce’s birthday 
(slightly early) with cake and small gifts.  Tim won the raffle!  
 

 

 

 

 
Candles The Patriarchs, The Prophets, John the Baptist, The Virgin 
Mary and The Christ; one by one our Advent Wreath candles were lit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent Concert  
And the choir sang  
out for Christmas! 
Some in matching  
ties! 
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Can I be like Jesus? Adam Powell, ‘writing on impulse’ 

Can I be like Jesus? To be like Jesus I would need to perform 
miracles, cast out demons and have something incredibly wise to 
say. What did my parents and godparents sign me up to when I was 
four months old? 
I would need to travel widely without a permanent address. I would 
teach people of all backgrounds and abilities and all at very short 
notice. I would teach through parables. I would enable each person 
to hear what they needed to hear at that moment in time and give 
them a wealth of wisdom for the future. I would have to withstand 
criticism from the authorities; even have to tolerate plots to murder 
me. What did I sign up to when I got confirmed at fourteen? 
I would need to appoint some disciples. I would not be able to run 
the ministry on my own. I would need to show humour for teaching. 
I would need to train the disciples. I would need to be able to 
provide food at inopportune moments. I would need a lot of 
courage; courage to break the rules; courage to steal food and 
courage to heal on the Sabbath! 
I would have to be absolutely consistent with my own teaching. 
I would teach people to tolerate violence being inflicted on them. 
What would I say to the victim of domestic violence or the refugee 
from Ukraine? Whilst insisting on no revenge I would still reserve 
the right to feel anger, particularly when church or synagogue is 
being used for dubious purposes. I would need to answer difficult 
questions about divorce, taxation and charity. 
I would have to accept criticism for my choice of friends. I would 
have to face death; the most painful and humiliating death of all 
time. To do otherwise would undermine the authority of my own 
ministry, all in a world with a crisis of leadership. Like Viktor Frankl, 
the Holocaust survivor, I would tell people to journey from 
victimhood to victory.  Do I understand what I agree to each time I 
take Holy Communion? What do you think? 



 

 8 

Ms Miscellaneous - Sylvester 

As the last hours of 2022 tick away, I suddenly ask myself why this day 
of New Year’s Eve is also called Sylvester’s day. When I think of 
Sylvester, I first see the cat whose mission in life is to hunt down and 
have that annoying canary bird Tweety and/or the fastest mouse in 
Mexico Speedy Gonzalez for dinner. Next I have vague images of a 
muscular guy with droopy eyes. But I don’t think Sylvester’s day is 
named after a cat or a film star. 

Fortunately my encyclopedia is very patient. Sylvester was a pope, 
from 314 till 355 AD. The legend is that he healed the roman emperor 
Constantine the Great from leprosy by baptizing him in the name of 
Christ. This miracle made Sylvester a saint and his dying day – 
31st of December – is St. Sylvester’s day to this day.   

That mystery solved, I look back on an eventful year. I moved into my 
new home with my sweetheart and am enjoying the Amstel view 
immensely every single day. My sister and mother each broke a leg and 
are now fully recovered, thank God! My daughter graduated as a 
theatre sound designer and technician. My son got his BSc degree in 
biotechnology and is now working on his Master’s. I got to work on 
getting the day to day operation of the Ministry of Health more 
sustainable, topped off with the message on Christmas Eve that we will 
we certified for it. And after two years of Christmas lockdowns we 
were able to sing again in Rheden and Haarlem for a full church. A lot 
to be thankful for – and I am!  

What will 2023 bring us? I keep hoping and praying for world peace 
and for people to lend each other a hand, regardless of their 
background, belief or way of life. Like Sylvester did to Constantine and 
like Jesus did to all of us. If we all do that, we can heal each other and 
the world – and God knows we need the world to heal – His precious 
gift to us. With the lengthening days we move towards spring again – 
the season of light, hope and renewal. 

A happy, healthy and peaceful 2023 to all! 
Veronique Ruiz 
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Poets’ Corner Christine Bradshaw 
 A NEW SONG	

Psalm 96 O sing unto the Lord a new song; 
Sing unto the Lord, all the earth: 
Sing unto the Lord, bless his name;  
Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 

 whatever the circumstances  

Sing a new song to the Lord,	
sing through the skin of your teeth,	
sing in the code of your blood,	
sing with a throat full of earth,	
	
sing to the quick of your nails,	
sing from the knots of your lungs,	
sing like a dancer on coals,	
sing as a madman in tongues,	
	
sing as if singing made sense,	
sing in the caves of your heart,	
sing like you want them to dance,	
sing through the shades of your past,	
	
sing what you never could say,	
sing at the fulcrum of joy,	
sing without need of reply.	
	
by Michael Symmons Roberts,	
from Drysalter 2013 
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© 
Many people want to serve God,  

but only as advisers. 
© 

When you get to your wit's end,  
you'll find God lives there. 

© 
People are funny, they want the front of the bus,  

the middle of the road, and the back of the church. 
© 

Opportunity may knock once,  
but temptation bangs on your front door forever. 

© 
Quit complaining about your church;  
if it were perfect, you couldn't belong. 

© 
If people want a better pastor,  

they only need to pray for the one it has. 
© 

God Himself does not propose to judge a man until he is dead.  
so why should you? 

© 
Some minds are like concrete,  

thoroughly mixed up and permanently set. 
© 

We were called to be witnesses,  
not lawyers or judges. 

© 
Be ye fishers of men -  

you catch them,  He'll clean them. 
© 

God promises a safe landing,  
not a calm passage. 

© 
If God is your Co-pilot - swap seats! 

© 
Peace starts with a smile. 

© 
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      SAVE THE DATE!  
 

Quiz Night with Cheese and Wine 

Saturday 28th January  

from 7.45pm. 
 

If you’re not on our church mailing list but are interested in 

coming, drop us a line: anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com 

 

 
Breakfast Club 

 
 

Join us on Saturday 21st January at 9.30am  
for a hearty British Breakfast! 

  
€10 or €6 for those unwaged. 

 
 

Veggies and Gluten Free also catered for (let us know!) 
 

There’s plenty of space so do bring a friend. 
 

Email: anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com 
 

9.30am, Saturday 21st January, Church Room, Anglican Church Haarlem 
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All are most welcome to our services in Church 

Details can be checked in advance on our website  
 www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl  

 
Sunday 8 January 14.30 Sung Eucharist 
   
Tuesday 10 January 11.30 Ladies lunch, Molenplas, Haarlem 
   
Sunday 15 January 14.30 Choral Eucharist 

 
Saturday 21 January 
 

09.30  Breakfast Club 

Sunday 22 January 14.30 Sung Eucharist 
 

Saturday 28 January 
 

19.45 Quiz Night with Cheese & Wine 

Sunday 29 January 14.30 Choral Evensong 
   
Sunday 5 February 14.30 Choral Eucharist 
   
Sunday 12 February 14.30 Sung Eucharist 
   
Tuesday 14 February 11.30 Ladies lunch, Cineworld, Beverwijk 
   
Sunday 19 February 14.30 Choral Eucharist 
   
Wednesday 22 February 
Ash Wednesday 

19.30 Old Catholic Eucharist in Dutch 

   
Sunday 26 February 14.30 Sung Eucharist 
   
Sunday 5 March 14.30 Choral Eucharist 

 
 


