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From the Chaplain - Rev.Bruce Rienstra

“If we want to understand our friends and neighbours of different faith
backgrounds, we need to listen to them and to learn from them, to be prepared
to be challenged by them and to seek to work together for the common good.”

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby

| was asked to reflect on these words from Justin Welby. In a recent sermon |
spoke that God speaks to us in many different ways and through many different
people.

When | was chaplain at Schiphol Airport some 15 years ago, | once met a
traveller who challenged me. He was not a Christian though he knew that | was.
He asked me which religion was the right religion. | was taken quite aback by the
guestion, and | admit | did not immediately have an answer for him. It looked as
though this was going to be one of those familiar moments, one which we have
all had, that the answer would only come to me once he had gone.

| started to answer him, but my answer was inadequate, and | knew so before |
finished with it. Something however made stop, there was an awkward silence.
Then | replied that he was entitled to believe that he was right, that his religion
was correct, conversely, | added that | was entitled to believe | was right.
However, | was not going to tell him he was wrong, nor should he tell me | was
wrong.

Here in possibly lies the crux in what the archbishop was saying. God wants us
to communicate with each other, to learn from each other and as he says, to be
challenged by each other. We are all part of God’s creation; God loves creation
and | believe that we all are made in God’s image and God communicates
through all of us. None of us have a monopoly on what God is saying to the
world, no one community has all the right answers. What is most important is to
listen to each other, to discern where God is in the statements of others.



Do we speak to each other in hate, or prejudice or to the exclusion of other, then
| think we need to question if God is in those words. However, when we speak
to each other, and we do so in love and understanding, do we do so in a spirit of
inclusion then that is where we might find the voice and will of God.

There is another article in this month’s Lifeline, written by Marlies, which when |
began to read it, | found it difficult and | wondered in the light of the violence we
see in Israel, if it should appear in this publication. Sometimes we need to be
challenged, those engaging in violence need to be challenged.

We live in a peaceful place, but the world as a whole is not a peaceful place, and
God wants us to live in peace, but we need to create that peace. What are the
solutions to the two wars which are less than five hours flight away? The answer
is to be found in God, let us pray that this year will bring peace which will only
happen with a real desire for peace.

Those who worship God can only do so in a spirit of love and compassion
towards their enemies but especially to the innocents. Where is the common
good which the archbishop mentions, where is the love between the two sides in
conflict. Let us contribute by speaking out in Love, to encourage understanding
to be courageous in the name of peace and in the name of God. Perhaps not to
say the other is wrong, but to see what is right. To learn from the other, to see
the common good, to see what is right and how do we make right, make love
triumph.

Rev’'d Bruce
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Music Matters

The Advent and Christmas period was busy as usual, and it was wonderful to
begin the Advent season with our traditional Advent Carol Service. We went on to
perform in the Haarlem Church Carol Concert, go Carol singing at Middachten
Castle, guest as the Visiting Choir at the Carol Service in Rheden and, of course,
sing at our Christmas Eve Eucharist and Service of Nine Lessons and Carols.

Both our Church choir and the Anglican Singers worked very hard to produce a
high quality of singing in all our events. As always it was wonderful to be able to
fully celebrate this important time in the Church’s year and our church life. The
congregations in all the services certainly enjoyed singing and produced a great
sound. Our Carol Service in Rheden even ended up on the front page of the local
Rheden newspaper, which was quite nice.

A big thank you to all our choir members and of course to Fr. Bruce for his
support of our music. Sadly, he had to be in Rotterdam for the Old Catholic
Church Christmas services, but this year he will be in Haarlem again.

Thanks also to all our readers in both the Advent Carol Service and the Carol
Service. A special thank you to Isaac for reading the first lesson in the Carol
Service again. It is good to remind ourselves that these services are a
combination of the Word and appropriate music and not just a collection of
favourite carols. The music is there to enhance our worship.

And a big thank you to Andrew for producing all the splendid posters and flyers
for our Concert and services!

The choir enjoyed a well-earned rest until Sunday 7 January, when we sang our
first Choral Eucharist of 2024.

On 17-18 February many of our choir members hope to join ECS in a cathedral
week-end at Worcester Cathedral. Normally 18 February would be a Choral
Eucharist, but as the choir and myself will be away we have changed it to a Sung
Eucharist. Sunday 11 February will now be a Choral Eucharist. As Easter is early
this year the choir will begin preparing for the Good Friday and Easter services in
the next few weeks.

A very happy, healthy, and musical 2024 to you all!

Martin A. van Bleek,
Director of Music
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Ms. Miscellaneous- Veronique Ruiz
Details

Just before Christmas | saw the play Het nut van Edo Dompelmans (the use of
Edo Dompelmans) by De Nieuwkomers Simme Wouters and Jasper Stoop from
Orkater. Maybe some of you saw it too; the premiere was in November in
Haarlem.

Edo works in a second hand shop and tells us his life’s story. About his
kleptomanic mother and strict, teetotaler father who visited the Blue Monday
pub every day. And about Mr. Bodart, his geography teacher, who taught
anything but geography and who saved Edo’s life. How? By teaching details.
Teaching to read between the lines, to look beyond expectations, regulations
and plans thought up by people which we are expected to fulfill and follow
without question. For a blissful 8 weeks Edo actually believes he can become an
astronaut. But then a classmate tells on Mr. Bodart that he is not following the
teaching plan and he is fired. And Edo is lost. He ends up in the secondhand
shop, taking care of hand me down items with their own personality.

The story moved me to tears.

| had a Mr. Bodart at school. Mr. Scheurkogel, my biology teacher. He actually
did teach us biology, but in such a way that he showed us the beauty and
mystery of the universe of the stars and in one single cell at the same time. |
became a biologist because of him. A very happy memory!

At the same time the story made me very sad. Let’s face it: don’t we discard
people too easily? Do we appreciate the beauty and potential in all people?
Don’t we let ourselves be lived by expectations, regulations and plans? And why?
For this coming year | resolve to look for and appreciate the details, in all their
forms and expressions. | feel it’s the only way to find a path to peace and beauty.
With God’s help.

A detailed 2024 to all!

(SO RO RS,



Poet’s Corner - from Christine
We Refugees

| come from a musical place
Where they shoot me for my song
And my brother has been tortured

By my brother in my land.

| come from a beautiful place
Where they hate my shade of skin
They don't like the way | pray
And they ban free poetry.

| come from a beautiful place
Where girls cannot go to school

There you are told what to believe

And even young boys must grow beards.

| come from a great old forest
I think it is now a field
And the people | once knew

Are not there now.

We can all be refugees
Nobody is safe,

All it takes is a mad leader

Or no rain to bring forth food,
We can all be refugees

We can all be told to go,

We can be hated by someone

For being someone.

| come from a beautiful place
Where the valley floods each year
And each year the hurricane tells us

That we must keep moving on.



| come from an ancient place
All my family were born there
And | would like to go there

But | really want to live.

| come from a sunny, sandy place
Where tourists go to darken skin
And dealers like to sell guns there

| just can’t tell you what’s the price.

| am told | have no country now
I amtold I am a lie
| am told that modern history books

May forget my name.

We can all be refugees

Sometimes it only takes a day,
Sometimes it only takes a handshake
Or a paper that is signed.

We all came from refugees

Nobody simply just appeared,
Nobody’s here without a struggle,
And why should we live in fear

Of the weather or the troubles?

We all came here from somewhere.

by Dr. Benjamin Zephaniah, ‘the people’s poet’,
who died on 7" December 2023




A Flash Forward - by Marlies ter Borg

Listening to the Messiah in a church this December there was one phrase
which struck me;

“Speak ye comforting to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned.”

What a wonderful flash forward to start the New Year!

On top of everything else the Israeli government is piling iniquities on the
shoulders of her younger generation. It reminds me of the iniquities the
Dutch Government piled on us younger Dutch with the killing of so many
civilians in the Indonesian War of Independence. I was born there 75 years
ago, on Christmas Eve, the very day that the Security Council was called
back from the Christmas recess to condemn the Dutch offensive. Now my
best friend is Indonesian. She is an accomplished cook with her own
restaurant. She cooked our family Christmas dinner.

I saw an elderly woman on internet, a Palestinian Christian, she was in
Bethlehem where the churches were closed this Christmas. She was
mourning her family killed in Gaza.

I saw a young Jew, who refused to fight, he was now in prison. ‘An Eye
for an Eye’ he said ‘means we will all be blind in the end.’

The Bible formulates rules for war. This statement in the Hebrew Bible
(Old Testament), is repeated in the New Testament:

“If your enemies are hungry give them something to eat. And if
they are thirsty, give them something to drink.”

So what does the Quran say about war? The book of the ‘other side’. We
know the word Jihad, but do we know what it means? First of all it refers
to any kind of peaceful struggle for the good. This is the Great Jihad,
comparable to our phrase “Fight the good Fight.”

8



Only in special situations does Jihad refer to armed struggle. This is the
small Jihad. In the Quran defensive war is allowed. But it must comply
with rules. Elderly and children should be spared. Those taken prisoner
should be treated well and released after the war.

Even in war Peace remains the perspective:

“If the enemy incline towards peace you also incline towards
peace.”

In the middle of a war, peace seems impossible. Both sides are caught up
in blaming the other, focussing on the splinter in his eye instead of on the
beam in our own eye. In demanding an eye for an eye.

This is where God, where Allah comes in.

“God brings wars to an end all over the world. He breaks arrows
and shatters spears.”

“It may be that Allah will grant love between you and those you
now hold as enemies.”

What inspiring and comforting messages.

A peaceful New Year everyone!




Children’s Church

o= We held our last Children’s Church in Advent and marked this
special date by making a Christingle. The children learnt about
how the Christingle came to be, when, in 1747 in a Moravian
church in Germany, a bishop, Johannes de Watteville, gave
children a lighted candle with a red ribbon around it. This gift
was to remind the children of the happiness that comes from
Jesus. We talked about the orange (a symbol of our world), the
red ribbon (the blood of Jesus), the sweets (the fruits of the earth) and the four
sticks (the seasons or sometimes the compass points). Perhaps the most
important part is the candle - because Jesus is the Light of the World.

And it was into a darkened church that the children walked,
holding their Christingles, the beautiful light flickering
through the building as they made their way to the altar
where Revd Bruce blessed each Christingle. What a
wonderful moment in Advent, what a reminder to us all of
hope and love.

Our next
Children’s
Church takes place as usual on the
fourth Sunday of the month - Sunday
January 28th during the service. All
children are welcome to join us.

Anni & Simone, Group Leaders

Keeping in touch:

Do you wish to receive regular emails about church services and events? Or
would you like to join the church WhatsApp group for the latest service and
social news? - email Anni at anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com

You can also visit the website for dates, information and reflections:

www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl
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Christmas Bring and Buy
3 s ; Our Advent Tea raffle raised € 125.- for our
Flower Fund and the Christmas Bring and Buy
during the Advent Tea raised € 522.15! This
amount will be divided between the Piano Fund
and the Choir Fund. Thanks for spending all
your money!

A big thank you
to all who
contributed to our delicious Advent Tea and of
thanks to Ann for providing the Christmas Cake.

And congratulations to Diana, the winner of the
Raffle!

Lent Discussion Group

Everyone enjoyed our Advent discussion in 2023 and Dianna will be organising a
Lent Discussion Group this year again too. On past performance the discussions
are very popular and engaging and everyone gets their say! Dates and full details
are overleaf.

Haarlem borrel

The third Wednesday of the month we gather in Haarlem for what used to be
the ‘Boys borrel’ and now happily is the borrel for everyone. Next date:
Wednesday 24" January at 7:30 pm Jopenkerk, Haarlem. Everyone welcome!

Compline

Every second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm we have a Compline service
in the church in Haarlem. This is a very restful and beautiful evening service with
prayer and liturgy. Next dates are 14™" February, 13" March and 10" April.
Everyone most welcome!

(SO RO RS,
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Start the New Year with a Bible text - from Hilary Selles

| started the New Year off with a schedule of daily scripture reading. And
was just surprised to find how many different Bible books are referred to
in one week's readings starting from Epiphany after Twelfth Night!

The Christmas story is known to all of us and is usually read from the book
of St. Luke. He gave the most details of what had happened. This week |
was looking up the background to Epiphany, Twelfth Night, when
traditionally Christmas in our modern society is tidily ‘put away’ until
Advent later in the year.

The appearance or revelation (other words for ‘epiphany’) had already
been on the calendar long before the Christmas story appeared. St Mark
refers to Malachi chapter 3. In Leviticus 12. v. 3 we read of the custom of
taking newborn males to the synagogue to be circumcised on the eighth
day after birth. In the book of Acts of the apostles we read in retrospect
why Jesus came to earth. Centuries earlier, the less well-known prophet,
Joel, prophesied that the day of the Lord would come. Paul referred to
this in his letter to the Romans.

No wonder our Bible is the Book of Books! The Epiphany is more than just
the time after Christmas. It's part of the whole story.

Time for a read in the New Year? Try the Bible!
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Lent Discussion Group 2024
YOU CAN BE SERIOUS! MEETING JESUS AFRESH IN JOHN’S GOSPEL

This is the title of the 5-session York Course written for Lent by David
Wilbourne.

‘His gift is to enable us to see again the face of Jesus delightfully present
with us through our Lent journey.” GRAHAM USHER, BISHOP OF
NORWICH

Serious yet full of life and humour, the course covers:

Session 1: Temptation. ..
On checking every word that comes out of the mouth of God

Session 2: Strangers in the night . ..
Nicodemus came to Jesus under cover of darkness: finding God in
surprising places

Session 3: The winner takes it all
‘You worship what you do not know’: upping our game with worship

Session 4: | was blind but now | see
‘A god who can be understood is no god’

Session 5: Them bones, them bones, them dry bones, hear the word of
the Lord!
Contrasting events in John with parables in the Synoptics.

Dates: Tuesdays 20, 27 February, 05, 12 March and Wednesday 20
March

Time: 19.30-21.00

Place: online

All are welcome to join one or all sessions. Please note the different days.
If you are interested, please contact Diana Dammer-Wilson
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Nicholas Spencer’s book ‘Magisteria’ — Tim Gordon

| was very happy to get the book ‘Magisteria’ by Nicholas Spencer as one of our
wedding gifts from the Church members last year. Particularly as | had been
thinking about buying it myself!

Published in 2023 and subtitled, ‘The Entangled Histories of Science and Religion’
its purpose is to show that the imagined conflict between science and religion,
particularly Christianity, is mostly just that - imagined.

Spencer shows through many examples that scientific developments cannot be
separated from the complex cultural environments in which they arise. We
human beings are complex, and a crucial part of our complexity is in our spiritual
beliefs.

Charles Darwin, for example, feared that his scientific investigation was leading
him into a potential disagreement with his fiancé about God. The profound
common sense in her response affected him deeply, which doesn’t surprise me,
as | find it very moving myself:

“Human dignity, the soul, thought, morality: such were the ideas troubling him
[Darwin] as he courted Emma. 'Love of the deity [is merely the] effect of
organization,' he berated himself. 'Oh you materialist!' However much Emma
knew, it did not deter her. Shortly after they were married on 29 January 1839,
unable to 'say exactly what | wish to say', she wrote him her fullest note on the
subject. Probing and perceptive, she recognised that 'while you are acting
conscientiously & sincerely wishing & trying to learn the truth, you cannot be
wrong'. However, she admonished gently, there was a danger that he was
demanding proof for a subject that did not lend itself to proof. 'May not the habit
in scientific pursuits of believing nothing till it is proved, influence your mind too
much in other things which cannot be proved in the same way, & which if true
are likely to be above our comprehension.' Darwin read her note and sometime
afterwards he scrawled in ink underneath: 'When | am dead, know that many
times, | have kissed and cryed over this."” (Magisteria, p 240)

(SO RO RS,
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Cathedral Reflections by Rev. Derek Akker

If you visit our website you will discover more than just dates and contact information
because Rev. Derek is busy writing! And we are currently publishing his weekly
reflections.

This latest series takes us on a journey to the cathedrals of the British Isles. It's a
fascinating series, offering history, insight and commentary and, of course, time for prayer,
reflection and music. Each reflection comes with carefully picked photos. We are really
grateful for these reflections and hope you enjoy them. You can click on the posts to read
each reflection.

WELCOME
SERVICES & EVENTS
ABOUT US
WORSHIP & MUSIC
GALLERY

CONTACT

DONATIONS
ANl

'SAFEGUARDING POLICY

Welcome

All are welcome to join us in worshipping God
together at the Anglican Church Haarlem. We are
a caring and inclusive Christian community.

Next Services in Church:

Sunday 14th January, 14,30 - Sung Eucharist

Sunday 21st January, 14.30 - Choral Eucharist AReflection - Cathedralon Happy Christmas

the Isle of Man

Servicesevery z Sunday 28th January, 14.30 - Sung Eucharist and
sundav at T Children’s Church
g * A Reflection - Newcastle's.
1430 SV A Sunday 4th February, 14.30 - Choral Eucharist Cathedrate

Cathedral Church of St
Mary

Church Notices

&
All welcome &5
%

Latest news: join us for our next service, the

h Haalllin Second Sunday un Epiphany, on Sunday 14th
RG] January at 1430. We have new reflections from Rev
{158 = Derek Akker, take time to enjoy this series which

‘ is based on cathedrals...The latest issue of
Lifeline, our Church Magazine, is here! Click here

to read.... .. Ifyouwould like to go on our
mailing lst, please click here.

Want to get in touch? email info@anglican-church-

haarlem.nl

Lifeline
AReflecton, Liverpoot

Cathedral

The latest edition of our Church Magazine Lifeline
offers news, correspondence, articles, poetry and
more. Click here to read Lifeline, Happy reading!

Liverpoo

www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl
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DAES FOR VOUIR BIARY

All are most welcome to our services in Church
Details can be checked in advance on our website
www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl

Sunday 7 January 14.30 | Choral Eucharist with choir
Sunday 14 January 14.30 | Sung Eucharist

Sunday 21 January 14.30 | Choral Eucharist with choir
Sunday 28 January 14.30 | Sung Eucharist

Sunday 4 February 14.30 | Choral Eucharist with choir
Sunday 11 February 14.30 | Choral Eucharist with choir
Wednesday 14 February | 19.30 | Old Catholic Eucharist in
Ash Wednesday Dutch

Sunday 18 February 14.30 | Sung Eucharist

Sunday 25 February 14.30 | Sung Eucharist

Sunday 3 March 14.30 | Choral Eucharist with choir
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