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I lived in the Lancashire town of 

Clitheroe that has three natural wells; 

the one in Wellgate I would pass 

regularly but really took little notice of.  

I was a student in the Peak District of 

Derbyshire which during May to 

September for custom of Well Dressing, 

dressed often with magnificent flower 

arrangements. It is thought that the 

custom may have Celtic roots as an act 

of thanksgiving for the freshwater 

springs and wells. There could be as 

many as 80 such well dressings during 

each summer. 

We no longer rely on wells to satisfy our 

daily water needs, we just turn on a tap. 

It is so easy and perhaps we take the 

ready supply for granted. 

However, in the Middle East, while the 

wells are not used to the same extent as 

they were in biblical times, water is a 

precious commodity and their stories 

live on. 

 

 

 

Wells in the Scriptures 
 

The Well of Beersheba 
Bible reference Genesis: chapter 21  

A Covenant between Abraham and 
Abimelech at Beersheba. 

 
The Well of Harod 
Bible reference Judges: chapter 7  

Gideon, a military leader in Israel and the 
testing of his army at Harod 

 
The Well of Hagar  
Bible reference Genesis 21:14-19 

Characters Hagar and Ishmael, mother, and 
son. Hagar was a servant to Sarai, Abram’s 

wife, later to be known as Sarah and 
Abraham. After a breakdown in their 
relationship Hagar and Ishmael was sent 

away. 
For the full story read Genesis 16-21 

 
The Well at Bethlehem 
Biblical reference 2 Samuel 23:15-17, where 

David pours water from the well on the 
ground in honour of the sacrifice of his 

soldiers rather than drink it. 
 
Jacob’s Well 

Biblical reference Genesis 33: 18-20 refers 
to 

Jacob at Shechem 
John 4:5-14 refers to the Samaritan 
Women’s encounter with Jesus, 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gen%2021.14-19
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Sam%2023.15-17
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The Wells, so to speak, tell stories and are part of religious heritage for Jews, 
Samaritans, Christians, and Muslims. They are more than places to collect water 

from. 
 

According to the BBC and the New 

Yorks Times, there are only 800 

Samaritans. Click the bbc.com link, 

on the right for an article about this 

small ethnic and religious group. 

For Christians the story of Jesus and the Samaritan women at Jacob’s Well is familiar. 

At the well Jesus requests a drink from the Samaritan women, a conversation takes 

place about the relationship between Jews and Samaritans and Jesus uses water as a 

metaphor a new understanding of water and Jesus’ gift life, the gift of living water. 

 ‘ . . . whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the 

 water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up 

 into everlasting life.’ 

 

 
Christ at the Jacob's Well - Abel Grimmer  (circa 1570–circa 1620) 

Rijksmuseum - Public domain 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20180828-
the-last-of-the-good-samaritans 
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Time for a break! 
 

 
 

 
 
Slowly pour out a glass of water 

 
Hear the water as it flows into the glass. 

 
Find your favourite space for this time of 

prayerful reflection 
 

Place the glass of water on a table and 
light a candle. 

 

Slow down, breathe calmly, be 
comfortable  

and relax. 
 

 

 
If we draw from the well of love within, we become a well of love to others, a well 

that will not run dry because love begets love and goodness begets goodbye. - Julianne 

Stanz. ‘Braving the thin places.’ 

 

Be still and know that I am God. (Click the link to listen) 

 https://youtu.be/dbBImzfVy94?si=HVRF1hNJ9IQNRWwv&t=3 

The words of the hymn appear on the screen via the YouTube link. 

 

Our reading from John 4:14-15 - New King James Version 

 

Jesus said  ‘. . .  whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never 
thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water 

springing up into everlasting life.’ 
 

The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come 

here to draw.’ 
 

Let us pause and reflect on  
 

 What are you thirsting for? 
 

 Can you reach out and receive the water that Jesus gives, the water of 

everlasting life? 

 

 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/dbBImzfVy94?si=HVRF1hNJ9IQNRWwv&t=3


 
Grounded in the Water 

 
All of life's problems bleed away 

When I get grounded in the water. 
Grounded in the love of God 

the never-ending wellspring of life 
poured out for all who would drink 

draw in the energy, the love, the grace 
of God’s gifts, freely given 

like the woman at the well 
we ask for the cup to be filled 

for our thirst to be quenched, 
without having to walk to the well 

thirsty and tired, hot and tired 

wanting, needing that water 
grounding our faith 

strengthening our sprits 
to do his work 
Raymond A. Foss 

 

When asked about how to pray Jesus gave these simple but profound words, so let 

them be our prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen 
 

Our closing hymn I heard the voice of Jesus say  
 

 https://youtu.be/yYqgBMrmeZA?si=LO738zc6Ay8p_rY- 

 
 
Lord, pour your Spirit upon us in a gracious, healing way. Make us agents of 

reconciliation as we live and may we bring a blessing to those we meet. Let us go in 
peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen 

 

Fr Derek Akker  
≈≈≈ 

 
(Derek is a retired Anglican Parish Priest and a member of the congregations of All Saints & St James. Prior to his ordination he was 

accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the Methodist Church until returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 
1980’s) 
≈≈≈ 
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