
Like many people of his day, 

Francis had a fear of people with 

leprosy. Francis would be familiar 

with the condition and probably 

disgusted by the sight of those 

with leprosy and would have 

crossed the road rather than 

encounter a leper.  

Francis’ attitude to lepers was to 

change radically, when early on in 

his journey of conversion, Francis 

encountered a leper. He records 

his encounter in his Testament: 

 

“When I was in sin, the sight of 

lepers nauseated me beyond 

measure; but then God himself led 

me into their company, and I had 
pity on them. When I became 

acquainted with them, what had 

previously nauseated me became the 

source of spiritual and physical consolation for 

me.” (Franciscan media) 

 
Francis’ change of heart was to develop into 

a ministry that he and his fellow friars 

would continue with lepers close to Assisi. 

He was by his example, showing what 

following Jesus could mean, it was the 

Gospel in action. 

 

I had a friend who made frequent visits to 

West Africa.  He took his skills as a clog 

maker to share with others so clogs could 

be made for those with leprosy. He saw this 

as part of his Christian ministry. 

 

As a parish priest I encouraged our Church 

Council to invite the Franciscans to hold a 

mission in our parish.  The leader of the 

mission, Brother Angelo stayed with us in 

the vicarage. He was great company, he 

An early portrait of St. Francis, a mural painting 

in the grotto, near Assisi, in Subiaco.,

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leprosy was a widespread illness in 

Europe during the medieval period, 

particularly between 1000 and 1400 AD. 

The Roman conquests and the crusades 
are considered one of the main reasons 

for its spread in western Europe during 

this period.   

 

Leprosy is a chronic disease which is 

caused by a type of bacteria, which 

affects the skin, the peripheral nerves, 
mucosa of the upper respiratory tract, 

and the eyes.  Leprosy is curable and 

treatment in the early stages can 

prevent disability. Apart from the 

physical deformity, persons affected by 

leprosy also face stigmatization and 
discrimination. It still occurs in more 

than 120 countries, with more than 200 

000 new cases reported every year.  

 
(Source World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
National Institute of Health (NIH) 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_of_Assisi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subiaco,_Italy


was something of a holy fool, but you should not be misled by his personality. With 

the support of family and friends, he would travel to San Francisco in the 1990’s and 

spend three months or so caring for those who were dying from Aids related 

conditions.  

  

We may not be able to do what Francis did centuries ago, but these two examples 

show how people have continued to reach out to help those who society rejects. 

Today there are still those who feel rejected and isolated and these include those with 

mental illness, dementia, disability, and the consequences of aging, or those who just 

don’t fit into our way of living. 

 

We can reach out in a number of ways; it does not have to be some grand project it 

can often be small acts of kindness and recognition that mean so much. For instance, 

by keeping in touch with those we know who are alone with a phone call, a smile in 

the street or shop, perhaps a cup of coffee or supporting community-based groups 

that seek to address issues around isolation.  

 

Small gestures can be beautiful and mean so much! 

 

I was just putting the final touches to this reflection, later at church we had the hymn 
‘Longing for light, we wait in darkness by Bernadette Farrell. The last verse has these 
words: 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 
many the hearts that yearn to belon. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come. 

 

A coincidence? For Bro Angelo there is no such thing as a coincidence they are 

Godincidences. One of the things I remembered from his time on Mission with us 
 

Click the  link to listen to Chey Valley Churches sing Many the gifts, many 
the people, 
 

 

https://youtu.be/kt3Qc04ulOM?si=18pFNHicn0JBgPrl 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

https://youtu.be/kt3Qc04ulOM?si=18pFNHicn0JBgPrl


 
 

Find your favourite 

space for this time of 

prayerful reflection

 

light a candle and look 

upon the San Damiano 

cross.  

 

Slow down, breathe 
calmly, be comfortable  

and relax. 
 

Set aside 10 minutes or 

more 
 

Sense the presence of 

God in this stillness.  

 
Prayer does not always 

require words 

 

Recall Jesus’ words 

about using many words.  
 
‘ And when you pray, do not 

keep on babbling like pagans, 

for they think they will be 

heard because of their many 

words.’ (Matt.6:7) 
 

 

 
 

Our opening prayer 

Most High, glorious God, 

enlighten the darkness of my heart 

and give me true faith, 

certain hope, and perfect charity, 

sense and knowledge, 

Lord, that I may carry out 

Your holy and true command. 
 Amen  

(The Anglican Society of St Francis) 
 

A reading from Luke - Jesus Cleanses a Leper 
 
 And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full 

of leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and [a]implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You 

are willing, You can make me clean.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%205:12-16&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-25120a


Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 

cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him. And He charged him to tell no one, “But 

go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, as a 

testimony to them, just as Moses commanded.” 

 

However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes 
came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.  So, He 

Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed. 
        Luke 5:12-16 - New King James Version 

 

 

We are unlikely to come across, today, anyone with leprosy but we will come across 

people who are rejected, isolated perhaps they look different and are different to us. 

 

Let us pause and think about those people. What must it be like to be isolated and 

rejected. 

 

We listen to ‘Be not afraid’ by John Michael Talbot. 

  
   https://youtu.be/MI49peWG2d0?si=yCGttr0fLI-5Bt3s 

 

How can we respond to those who are isolated ? 

 

This prayer formed the basis of daily prayer for the early brothers and later sisters, 

who could not read or write. They would say the ‘Paternoster’, the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Let us pray in confidence using the words our Saviour gave us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

The closing words attributed to St Francis 

 

O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; 

to be understood, as to understand; 

to be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 

Fr Derek Akker  
≈≈≈ 

https://youtu.be/MI49peWG2d0?si=yCGttr0fLI-5Bt3s


 

(Derek is a retired Anglican Parish Priest and a member of the congregations of All Saints & St James. Prior to his 

ordination he was accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the Methodist Church until 

returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 1980’s) 

≈≈≈ 
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