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From the Chaplain – Revd Bruce Rienstra  
 
NRSV 
26‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
 
Authorised Version (KJV) 
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple. 
 
Nieuwe Bijbelvertaling 2004 
26‘Wie mij volgt, maar niet breekt met zijn vader en moeder en vrouw en 
kinderen en broers en zusters, ja zelfs met zijn eigen leven, kan niet mijn leerling 
zijn. 
 
Statenvertaling 
26 Indien iemand tot Mij komt en niet haat zijn vader, en moeder, en vrouw, en 
kinderen, en broeders, en zusters, ja, ook zelfs zijn eigen leven, die kan Mijn 
discipel niet zijn. 
 
 
Reflection 
I was asked to reflect on this single verse from Luke and I was told the 
theme was to be Father and Mother.  I have the habit of referring to at least 
two translations of a text, usually it is the NBV (Nederlands) and the 
NRSV (English) because I always preach the same sermon in both of my 
churches; in Dutch (Paradijskerk, Rotterdam) and in English (Anglican 
Church of Haarlem).  I have included above the two versions and there is 
something which immediately jumps out at you.  Even if your 
English/Dutch is rudimentary you will notice that there is a very important 
difference.  The Dutch states “to break from” one’s mother and father and 
the English states “to hate” one’s father and mother.  My next step was to 
go to the Greek original.  The word used is “µισεί” which is clearly the 
word for hate. 
I then looked at the early translations into English and Dutch. The English 
King James’ Version used the word ‘hate’ and in the Dutch Statenvertaling 
it was also ‘haat’.  In German we see a similar change as we do in the 
Dutch, in Luther’s Bible the word is ‘hasset’ and in the reasonably modern 
Einheitsübersetzung it is ‘gering achtet’ which is closer to the modern 



 

 3 

Dutch.  Eventually, I had eight Bibles on my desk all open to the same 
passage. 
What to make of this?  Clearly the original Greek version is the one which 
carries the most weight and the early translators favoured the literal 
translation of the word ‘µισεί’: to hate / haten / hassen. 
Is this what we want to hear from Jesus?  Is this what we expect to hear 
from Jesus, especially in relationship to our mother and father?  The 
answer to both questions is obviously no.  Didn’t Jesus in his summing up 
of the Law, say love thy neighbour as thyself.  Doesn’t that also include 
our father, mother, wife (husband), children, and siblings?  Of course it 
does, so why does Jesus use the word ‘hate’?  Growing up we were taught 
to be careful about using the word.  I know my mother would have 
corrected me saying, “You don’t like them.”  Because to hate is a very 
strong word (especially regarding one’s parents).  But here we have the 
man who tells us that he came for everyone that we are to hate our nearest 
and dearest. 
In fact, Luke is employing a “Semitic expression of preference by means of 
antithesis”. What does that mean?  In the semitic languages of the Ancient 
Near East if someone said “I love Bernard and hate Michael” it meant that 
that person favoured Bernard over Michael.  A much softer expression than 
how it sounds to our modern ears.  If we compare the same passage as it is 
written in Matthew’s Gospel where it is written “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me.” (Mt 10.37).  This sounds much 
softer and appropriate.  In Matthew the quote is changed, but it is changed 
to mean the same thing.  This is a very good example why I prefer to use a 
modern, scholarly translation over the first translations into the vernacular.  
Our knowledge of language (modern and ancient) and of the biblical texts 
is much greater than it was 500 years ago, but it is also good to understand 
what was originally written. 
What we see here is that it is difficult to follow Jesus.  We are asked to 
sacrifice a great deal to follow the example of Jesus.  What Jesus is not 
asking us to do is to renounce our fathers and mothers, indeed as the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20.5) we are to “Honour your father and your 
mother.”  What Jesus is saying is to put God first, to follow him first, as it 
is listed even in the Ten Commandments (Ex. 20.3) to have “no other Gods 
before…” him. 
Reflecting on our mothers and fathers.  Not every father and mother made 
good parents, they were not perfect, but chances are they loved you, some 
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had a hard time showing it, but that may have been a result of their life 
circumstances.  We are to honour them for having brought us into the 
world, and it is similar with God.  We refer to him as Father, and we refer 
to Jesus as the Son.  A parent / child relationship.  Ideally a relationship 
based in love and honour.  Just as our relationship with God is based on 
love and honour.  A relationship which is personal, just as personal as we 
have/had with our parents, a direct relationship, not encumbered by an 
intermediary.  If we are fortunate enough to have had children ourselves 
that relationship too is based on love and honour.  
 

 
 
Therefore, when you read this passage, understand that in Luke the word 
being used translates to ‘hate’ but that Luke was in fact trying to get the 
attention of his readers, and to make them think and to reflect on what is 
being written. 
Following Jesus is not easy, particularly in our ever increasingly secular 
world.  Jesus shakes us sometimes, as he did with his choice of words 
quoted in Luke.  We don’t know which version more accurately reflects 
Jesus’ own words, but the message is still clear.  Being a follower of Jesus 
is bigger than one’s relationship with one’s own mother or father, siblings 
or spouse.  Follow Jesus, we have lots to learn from him in how he treated 
his fellow persons.  Just as we also learned from the (good or bad) example 
of our own parents.  Love God, love each other, and in doing so, we love 
ourselves. 
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Music Matters 
  
After a busy few weeks, the choir has now broken up for the choir holiday after 
our Choral Eucharist on 7 July.  
We sang quite a few special services in June. We celebrated Music Sunday on 9 
June, this was followed by a special unexpected Choral Evensong in the Grote of 
St-Bavokerk on 23 June and Choral Evensong in our own church on 30 June! 
Lots of beautiful music. 
The Bavo service was a specially uplifting service. Bruce took the service and 
Jeroen Pijpers played the organ. Jeroen played for our Rheden Carol Service last 
year and he is the organist of the Old Catholic Church in Amersfoort. He also 
played for our Evensong in Haarlem Church. It is always difficult to find good 
organists who can deal with Anglican Church music, especially if James Pollard is 
unbale to play for us. Jeroen is well-versed in our repertoire. 
 
Our choir will join the European Cathedral Singers in Chester Cathedral from 12 – 
18 August. Do come and join us if you are in the neighbourhood. Thursday is our 
‘dumb day’. Fr. Derek and Sue Akker will be in Chester for the beginning of our 
cathedral week. It will be great to see them both again. 
 
A few interesting Choral events in September/October: 
 
22 September  joint Choral Evensong in The Hague at 5 pm with the choirs of 

Haarlem, Rotterdam and The Hague 
29 September  Choral Evensong in Haarlem Church. 
6 October  Harvest Festival in Haarlem Church together with the Old 

Catholic congregation. 
 
As you will have noticed we have increased the number of hymns in our services 
to our normal complement of hymns. During Covid this was all scaled down. I am 
also looking at introducing a new Eucharistic setting sometime after the summer 
holidays, so that we can diversify a bit more in our services. More information on 
that subject after the holidays. 
The search for a grand piano in our church is hotting up as Lauretta and I hope to 
have a look at a few possibles next week. This will help us in our church music 
and make the launch of a British Music Festival possible. Watch this space! 
 
Our Choral services will resume on Sunday 15 September. 
 
Have a very good holiday and thanks for your continued support! 
  
Martin van Bleek, 
Director of Music 
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 Deanery Day in Amersfoort from Hilary Selles 
 
On 7th April I received a mail about an Anglican Deanery Day to be held 
in Amersfoort on 15 th June 2024. Immediately questions flooded into my 
mind. I’d never been to a Deanery Day before but from what I was reading, 
I felt it might be a good experience to be part of. At the time, I didn’t know 
how right those feelings were going to be. I try to travel by public transport 
and on Saturday, 15 th June, I caught the train at 8.24 a.m. from Hillegom, 
changing at Heemstede and at Amsterdam Central. Perfect journey! In 
Amersfoort I had about ten minutes to wait for the bus to take me to the 
Deanery Day in the KOSMIK building, (whatever that was) , and sitting on 
the same bench as me at the bus station, the lady next to me made a remark 
about the weather as it wasn’t actually raining at the time. I recognised her 
accent. It’s like mine so I asked if she was going to the Deanery Day as 
well. After that we hardly stopped talking. That was typical of the 
atmosphere all day. No-one was a stranger. We all belonged. Everyone 
talked to everyone, not speaking in tongues but just sharing our reason for 
being there. It was impressive and unique. I know that sharing is caring 
and perhaps that summarised the whole day. 

 
We had a kind of programme 
leaflet which was put up on the 
digital screen for most people to 
be able to see. As most people, 
however, are taller than I am, and 
I was almost at the back, I tried 
to peek around the edge of 
shoulders and heads to keep in 

touch. After the initial announcements and a prayer, the first hymn, (song?) 
was accompanied by a modern group from the Amersfoort church, using a 
keyboard and a guitar. They knew what they were singing about, and we 
tried to follow. Other tunes later were better known and by the time we got 
to the closing hymn, Martin (from Haarlem) was accompanying us, and 
everyone sang wholeheartedly: “Lord for the years your love has kept and 
guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, sought us and saved 
us, pardoned and provided: Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today!” 
 
In the course of the day, we split up and rejoined in several different ways. 
Some of those present have been Anglicans for the whole of their lives, 
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others, through travelling, have only recently joined the congregations in 
Holland. It made no difference. The togetherness was palpable. Among the 
subjects discussed we all felt we were members of the Body of Christ, we 
believe in Jesus, we partake of the Eucharist, and we feel the presence of 
God. A reading from Romans 12, v. 3 reiterated the ‘one body and many 
members’ feeling. Everybody is needed, each with their own gifts. We are 
all connected in unity. 

What are our expectations? What 
do we agree about? One of the 
conclusions on that section was 
TRUST. Another subject was on 
‘How to listen to one another in 
the presence of the Holy Spirit?’ 
Practice makes perfect! 
 
Times change: invest in time. 

Enjoy the fellowship of the day and before going home we shared the grace 
concluding with “Thanks be to God.” 
 
What an inspiring day! Look out for the next Deanery Day in a couple of 
years’ time and don’t hesitate to be part of it.  If I am able, I’ll go again! 

 
☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 

 

 

 
Breakfast Club 

 
Join us on Saturday 21st September at 9.30am for a hearty British Breakfast!   

€10 or €6 for those unwaged. Veggies & Gluten Free also catered for (let us know!)  
 
 

There’s plenty of space so do bring a friend. 
Email: anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com 

 
9.30am, Saturday 21st September, Church Room, Anglican Church Haarlem 
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Poet’s Corner - from Christine 
 
 
One Art by Elizabeth Bishop 
 
The art of losing isn’t hard to master; 
so many things seem filled with the intent 
to be lost that their loss is no disaster. 
 
Lose something every day. Accept the fluster 
of lost door keys, the hour badly spent. 
The art of losing isn’t hard to master. 
 
Then practice losing farther, losing faster: 
places, and names, and where it was you meant 
to travel. None of these will bring disaster. 
 
I lost my mother’s watch. And look! my last, or 
next-to-last, of three loved houses went. 
The art of losing isn’t hard to master. 
 
I lost two cities, lovely ones. And, vaster, 
some realms I owned, two rivers, a continent. 
I miss them, but it wasn’t a disaster. 
 
—Even losing you (the joking voice, a gesture 
I love) I shan’t have lied. It’s evident 
the art of losing’s not too hard to master 
though it may look like (Write it!) like disaster. 
 
 
 

American poet Elizabeth Bishop (1911 to 
1979) won the Pulitzer Prize in 1956. She is 
quoted as saying, ‘the art of losing isn’t hard 
to master but it’s in the acceptance of that 
loss where true freedom is found’.  
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CC Squad from Anni & Simone, Group Leaders 
 
In our last session there was great excitement as it 
was exactly 2 years that Children’s Church first 
met!  Happy Birthday to us! We had a few goodies 
to share and a prayer of thanks before getting on 
with a very important task, to choose our new 
name. This was a serious business, with a secret ballot and when the votes were 
counted, the preferred name was … CC Squad! This is a lovely choice, reflecting 
our energy and upbeat enthusiasm and also the fact that our group has a wide 
age range.  
 
In our last session, we asked - what’s in a name?  We learnt that everyone’s 
name means something and often has a Biblical reference. Our topic led us to 
consider the story of Noah and was followed by crafts (for the younger ones) and 
bible study and discussion for anyone older. This was a seriously busy session! 
Later in July we’re looking forward to a summer outing and some extra fun! 

 
☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 

 
Opportunities to help 
 
Church Social Events  We’re starting to plan for our late autumn 
social event. Would you like to be part of the team? Have you got 
ideas to share and lots of enthusiasm to make this a fun 
community event?  Please let Anni know and let’s get planning! 
 

Here's some memories from previous years to spark your excitement!   
 

 
 
CC Squad   We are looking for another adult to help run the sessions. No 
experience is necessary just enthusiasm and a love of working with children. 
Please contact Anni if you are interested in helping out. 
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Reverend Derek Akker’s Reflections on St Francis 
 
A new series of reflections from the Reverend Derek 
Akker is now posted on the ACH website. To whet 
your appetite, here is an extract from the first of 
these reflections, based on the life of St Francis.  
 

Francis 
The Beginning 
 

This series of reflections focuses on some of the 
events and characteristics of Francis, the Poverello, 
(“Poor Little Man”), the Holy Fool and the 
Troubadour of God. Three phrases associated with 
Francis 
 
Whilst the reflections contain biographical material, 
they are intended to be devotional and not a 

biography of St Francis. I give details, later, of two books written in 
different styles.  
 
Born Francesco di Pietro di Bernardone in 1181/82 in Assisi, Spoleto, 
Italy, died October 3, 1226, in Assisi aged 44/45. 
 
Francis had a privileged upbringing, his father was a wealthy cloth 
merchant and landowner, his mother, Pica di Bourlemont, was French, 
from Provence and a noble woman. That is all that is really known about 
his mother. 
 
My first memory of hearing about Francis was as a child. The story of him 
stripping in front of a bishop and him talking to animals was all I 
remembered about Francis of Assisi. I imagine I am not alone in only 
having the most basic of information about him. It was not until the 1980’s 
that I took a closer interest in this man called Francis. As a family we 
started to worship at a church dedicated to St Francis. 
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I later bought Murray Bodo’s book,’ Francis, The Journey and the Dream’, 
I started to appreciate and understand Francis as a man who took the 
Gospel of Jesus seriously and sought to live out the Gospel. I returned to 
this book, although to a later addition, the 40th Anniversary Edition (2011), 
I also turned to ‘Francis of Assisi, The Life’ by the historian Augustine 
Thompson OP (2013). This book has a different style but one I see as 
complementary.  
 
Francis’ journey was from a rebellious playboy son to a soldier. In 1202 
fighting broke out between Assisi and Perugia. It was one of many 
conflicts Perugia got involved in. His time as a soldier was short, followed 
by a year as a prisoner. His father paid a ransom and Francis returned to 
Assisi in 1203 a changed man, he was seriously ill and was suffering from 
what we would call today Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.   
 
Much of 1204 was spent convalescing with a period in the hills in Spoleto. 
Spoleto is about 45 km / 29 miles from Assisi. In either late 1204 or in 
spring 1205, Francis embarked on another military encounter. Not far from 
Assisi at Spoleto, Francis had a vision which led to his return to Assisi. 
Francis’ return to Assisi was not easy for him with people questioning and 
not understanding his reasons. 

In late 1205, Francis went to the church San Damiano where he was to 
spend time in prayer and where the crucifix would become central to his 
conversion. We are familiar with people having dramatic conversion 
experiences - St Paul’s blinding light encounter on the Damascus Road. 
Francis’ conversion was gradual… 

You can find more on this and other reflections from Revd Derek at: 
 
 https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/reflections-by-rev-derek-akker/ 
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Eco Church by Tim  
 
St Francis is widely respected as a spiritual 
friend of the natural world, and earlier this 
year the Anglican Church in Haarlem took 
its first step towards formally supporting 
‘care for creation’ by registering with Eco 
Church UK.  
 
Eco Church is an award scheme set up by 
A Rocha, an organisation that helps 

congregations take action on sustainability in the areas of: 
 

• Worship and teaching 
• Buildings 
• Land 
• Community and global engagement 
• Lifestyle 

 
A Rocha (from Portuguese, meaning, ‘the Rock’), is an international 
Christian environmental organisation and has a branch in the Netherlands. 
We are encouraged by the environmental officers of the diocese to support 
them! 

 
As well as offering resources to congregations 
in the areas above, A Rocha works with local 
churches, local councils, landowners and others 
to arrange workdays and workweeks for 
individuals or groups who want to take part in 
creating a greener Netherlands.  
 

 
 

 
You can find out more about A Rocha at: https://www.arocha.nl/nl/. 
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Compline 

Every second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm we have a Compline service in 
the church in Haarlem.  This is a very restful and beautiful evening service with 
prayer and liturgy. Next date will be Wednesday 11th September, after the 
summer break. Everyone most welcome! 
 

Haarlem borrel 

The third Wednesday of each month we gather in 
Haarlem for a ‘borrel’ usually at the Jopenkerk in 
Haarlem. For the next time and place please check with 
Rev Bruce. Everyone welcome!  
 

 

Barbeque with Ann and René 
Ann and Rene have invited us all to a barbeque at their home on 3rd August at 
4,30pm. Ann and René will supply meat, fish, drinks and we bring along salads, 
bread etc plus a small contribution to the cost.  Expect a really fun afternoon! 
Please sign up on the board in church or email Anni if you are coming so that we 
can plan for numbers. 

 

Big Breakfast 

The next church breakfast will be on 21st September. Time to start fasting now to 
make room for the full English works! 
 

Ladies Lunch 

Ladies from the church meet for lunch on the second Tuesday of each month at 12 
noon, alternating between the Molenplas restaurant, Waertmolenpad 1, Haarlem 
and the Cineworld restaurant in Beverwijk (2 mins walk from the train station). 
All ladies are welcome, and if you would like to join, please let Ann know as she 
coordinates the dates. 
 

Keeping in touch: 
Do you wish to receive regular emails about church services and events? Or 
would you like to join the church WhatsApp group for the latest service and 
social news? -  email Anni at anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com 
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Church services in July & August 
Revd. Bruce Rienstra 

All are most welcome to our services in Church 
Details can be checked in advance on our website  

www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl 
    

Sunday 7 July 
Trinity 6 

14:30 Choral Eucharist (with choir) 

Sunday 14 July 
Trinity 7 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 21 July 
Trinity 8 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 28 July 
Trinity 8 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 4 August 
Trinity 10 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 11 August 
Trinity 11 

14:30 Eucharist 

    Our choir will sing the daily services in 
Chester Cathedral, Monday 12 till 
Sunday 18 August 

Sunday 18 August 
Trinity 12 

14:30 Eucharist 

Sunday 25 August 
Trinity 13 

14:30 Eucharist 

Sunday 1 September 
Trinity 14 

14:30 Eucharist 
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