
 

St Edmundsbury 

The Cathedral Church of  

St James and St Edmund 

The town’s Christian heritage dates back to the foundation 

of the abbey in 1020. Ufi was the first abbot, followed by 

Leofstan and then Baldwin who was abbot between 1065-

97. He rebuilt the church and reinterned the body of 
Edmund in 1097. 

 

Below 

Composite panorama photograph of the remains of the 

Abbey, with the tower of the Cathedral in the background. 

(JohnArmagh - Public domain). It was destroyed with the  

Dissolution of the Monasteries in the 16th century. 

 

  

Why St James and  

St Edmund? 

James  

Anselm, the abbot of the 

Benedictine Abbey at Bury St 

Edmunds wished to take a 

pilgrimage on the ‘Way of St 

James to Santiago de 

Compostela’. He was unable 

to complete the pilgrimage 

but built a church dedicated 

to St James to the north of 

Bury St Edmunds. 

Edmund  

Edmund Anglo-Saxon King of 

East Anglia born Christmas 

Day 841. 

He was a Christian who 

refused to renounce his faith 

when asked by the Viking 

invaders. According to 

tradition he was bound to a 

tree and shot by arrows and 

beheaded in 869. 

He was the first patron saint 

of England. 

The view looking west towards St Edmundsbury 

Cathedral 

Diliff - Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 

 

 

 

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:JohnArmagh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissolution_of_the_Monasteries
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Diliff
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0


 

 

I suggest you begin with watching this short video clip, with the Dean of the 

Cathedral, Revd Joe Hawes,  from the Cathedral to help set the scene. 

https://youtu.be/bPc0VwMo8ss 

 

Just under 1000 years of history caught in this timeline of this site of 

Christian heritage. 

1020 – Foundation of the Benedictine Abbey 

1065 – 97 – Abbot Baldwin builds St Denys’ Church – Abbot Anselm replaces St     

    Denys’ with a church dedicated to St James 

1400s – New chancel built 

1503 – 51 – New nave built, designed by John Wastell, Master Mason and resident of 

   Bury St Edmunds 

1711 – Medieval chancel replaced 

1860 – 70 – New chancel built, work of Sir Gilbert Scott. Pitched roof added to the 

   Nave 

1914 – Creation of the Diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich (previously 

    West Suffolk was in the Diocese of Ely and East Suffolk in the Diocese 

    of Norwich) –  St James’ Church becomes a Cathedral 

1943 – Stephen Dykes Bower appointed as Architect for the Cathedral 

1959 – 61 – West Porch and cloisters added 

1963 – 70 – New Quire, a Lady Chapel, St Edmund’s Chapel and the crossing added 

1988 – Stephen Dykes Bower retires – Alan Rome succeeds as Cathedral Architect 

1988 – 90 – Cathedral Centre and Song School built 

1994 – Stephen Dykes Bower dies and leaves £2 million to a Trust for the completion 

   of the Cathedral 

1997 – Millennium Commission grants £5.15 million for the completion of the   

   Cathedral to the design of Hugh Mathew 

1998 – Appeal launched to raise the remaining funds for the Project 

1999 – Work starts on the North Transept 

2005 – Millennium Tower completed 

2008 – East Cloisters opened 

2009 – Consecration of the Chapel of the Transfiguration, Crypt and Cloisters 

2010 – Completion of vaulted ceiling under the Tower 

Timeline from St Edmundsbury Cathedral web page https://stedscathedral.org/ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/bPc0VwMo8ss
https://stedscathedral.org/


 

Photograph - No Swan So Fine 

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 

 

Looking up! 

 

This is one of the spectacular images you 

can see. The ceiling was created as part 

of a millennium project. It is an 

understatement to say the design 

presented a challenge. The ceiling is 105 

feet up the tower. This masterpiece was 

designed using advanced computer aided 

design technology. 

 

The project was awarded the Royal 

Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 

Spirit of Ingenuity Heritage Award for 

Pure Conservation of an Historic Building 

in 2010 

 

 

 

This vibrance is also evident  in the ceiling of the choir on the next page.. 

 

If you can imagine the light 

filtering through the stained 

glass windows on a bright day, 

you can sense the beauty 

created by colour, the shades 

and of course the stories that 

the windows tell. 

 

There are a series of windows 

from the Old Testament and a 

truly magnificent window of 

Christ in Majesty and the final 

Judgement. The work of the 

photographers Jules and Jenny 

is on Wikimedia Commons. I 

have included Christ in 

Majesty and the detail of Noah 

building the Ark to help give to 

some idea of the beauty of the 

windows also included in this 

reflection.   

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:No_Swan_So_Fine
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


 

 

 

 

 

 

The choir of St Edmundsbury 

Cathedral in Suffolk, England, 

looking east towards the nave. 

 

 

Diliff 

Creative Commons Attribution-

Share Alike 3.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Edmundsbury cathedral, looking 

west down the nave from under 

the crossing. 

 

 

Poliphilo - Creative Commons Zero, 

Public Domain Dedication 

  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Diliff
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Poliphilo
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en


 

Christ in Majesty and the final judgement. Glass by Hardman & Co, 1869. 
Jules & Jenny - Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 

 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0


 

 

Christ in Majesty and the final 

judgement 

 

Detail  

The lower part of the bottom 

right panels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noah building 

the Ark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Find your favourite space for this 

time of prayerful reflection
 

light a candle  

 

Slow down, breathe calmly, be 

comfortable  

and relax. 
 

Set aside time 
 

Sense the presence of God in this 
stillness.  

 

 

 

We open our time of reflective prayer with a video flight through the 

cathedral. Sit still,  watch and listen 

 

   https://youtu.be/eUEMYp0EwO4?si=9j5TIHIZsQ2F6mv3 

 

Let us thoughtfully pray: 

 

❖ for those who work and worship in the cathedral.  

 

❖ For those who make music and enrich our worship 

 

❖ for the warm and brightness of colour that enriches our daily life. 

 

❖ for those who seek peace and sanctuary within the cathedral. 

 

❖ for our local community 

 

A prayer for cathedrals 

Loving God, draw us on the journey 

to the places of holiness,  

the places of peace, 

the places of encounter,  

the places of beauty, 

the places where faith has been lived,  

your love made known, 

your hope held out in the past,  

for the present, into your future. 

Amen.  

https://youtu.be/eUEMYp0EwO4?si=9j5TIHIZsQ2F6mv3


 

 

Let us pray in confidence using the words our Saviour gave us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

 

We end with ‘For all the Saints’ sung by the Cathedral Choir 

 

https://youtu.be/cgxzF0NarEo?si=EfwalqwlS-WH5g5I 

 

Fr Derek Akker  
≈≈≈ 

(Derek is a retired Anglican Parish Priest and a member of the congregations of All Saints & St James. Prior to his 

ordination he was accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the Methodist Church until 

returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 1980’s) 

≈≈≈ 

Parish of Kirklees Valley, Bury, (All Saints, Elton & St James, Woolfold) - In the Diocese of Manchester 

While I seek to use only reliable sources when using websites, I cannot guarantee that the content on these 

websites is or will remain accurate or appropriate.  

 

 

A prayer for cathedrals is provided by the Association of English Cathedrals 

 

Photo of a side chapel in the cathedral 

No Swan So Fine - Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 
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