
This is the only 

cathedral in England 

dedicated to the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

The Diocese of 

Guildford was created 

in 1927. Following a 

competition, Edward 

Maufe’s design was 

chosen. Maufe was to 

say in 1932 of his design 

‘The ideal has been to produce a design, definitely of our own time, yet in the line of 

the great English Cathedrals; to build anew on tradition, to rely on proportion, mass, 

volume and line rather than on elaboration and ornament’.  

 

Simon Jenkins In England’s Cathedrals, has a person account of this mid-twentieth 

century building. As a child he bought a brick as part of the fundraising for this new 

cathedral, he said ‘I was mortified. It was lost among millions of bricks, among cliffs 

of interminable, relentless brickwork. Disappointment still hangs about this place, 

lonely on its hill outside the town. Cars stream along the A3 below, scarcely noticing. 

Even the approach road has been likened to the entrance to a crematorium.’ (England’s 

Cathedrals page 117).   He did find more complementary words regarding the statuary 

and of the interior with the elegance of the gothic arch interior and the architect’s 

masterful handling of space. 

 

There are two links on the cathedral website that can help in understanding and 

appreciate the cathedral. 
 

❖ https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/learn/history 

Using your mouse to select the various headings 
• Beginnings 

• Laying foundations 

• Waiting in the Early Post-War Years 

• Brick-givers 

• Construction of the Nave 
• The Consecration 

• The Cathedral Today 
 

❖ https://www.guildford-cathedral.org/visit/explore 
 

The is an interactive tour of the cathedral. The is a photo gallery, click on the 

numbers on the cathedral plan for points of interest and finally stroll the video, click 
on the arrow to move through the cathedral. It may take a time to get used to using 

the mouse, but it is worth it.  
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Left - South Nave side aisle, looking west towards the 

baptistery. 
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Above - The Nave 
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A familiar start to our 

time of 

reflective prayer 

 

Find your favourite space 

for this time of prayerful 

reflection

 

light a candle 

 

Slow down, breathe 

calmly, be comfortable 

and relax. 
 

Set aside time 
 

Sense the presence of God in this stillness. 

 

We open our time of reflective prayer with 

 

 A reading from Isaiah (11:2-3) 

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, 

The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

The Spirit of counsel and might, 

The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

His delight is in the fear of the Lord, 

And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, 

Nor decide by the hearing of His ears;    New King James Version 

 

and from Galatians (5:22-23) 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  

Against such there is no law.     New King James Version 

  

Let us thoughtfully pray and give thanks: 

 

❖ for those who endeavour to show is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control in the life of the 

cathedral. 

 

❖ for those whose presence brings a sense of peace and stillness.  

 

❖ for those who seek peace and sanctuary within the cathedral. 

 

❖ for our local community 

 



A prayer for cathedrals 

Loving God, draw us on the journey 

to the places of holiness,  

the places of peace, 

the places of encounter,  

the places of beauty, 

the places where faith has been lived,  

your love made known, 

your hope held out in the past,  

for the present, into your future. Amen.  

 

Let us pray in confidence using the words our Saviour gave us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. Amen 

 

We close with Guildford Cathedral Choir singing ‘O Love that will not let me go.’  

 

This was sung on Nurses Day May 12 2021, giving thanks for the amazing work which 

nursing staff have undertaken through the pandemic. The choristers wanted to record this 

piece by American composer Elaine Hagenberg, the words by blind Scottish hymn writer 
George Matheson - O love that will not let me go. 

 

 https://youtu.be/PJ5Y-OpPsZM?si=X63ZA9QE3rszhpdI 

 

 

Fr Derek Akker  
≈≈≈ 

 

(Derek is a retired Anglican Parish Priest and a member of the congregations of All Saints & St James. Prior to his 

ordination he was accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the Methodist Church until 

returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 1980’s) 

≈≈≈ 

Parish of Kirklees Valley, Bury, (All Saints, Elton & St James, Woolfold) - In the Diocese of Manchester 

While I seek to use only reliable sources when using websites, I cannot guarantee that the content on these 

websites is or will remain accurate or appropriate.  

 

A prayer for cathedrals is provided by the Association of English Cathedrals 
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