Portsmouth Cathedral - The cathedral Church of St Thomas of
Canterbury

Website - Portsmouth
Cathedral

Portsmouth also
has the Roman
Catholic Cathedral
dedicated to St
John the
Evangelist

see Cathedral of St
John the Evangelist,

Portsmouth.
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Simon Jenkins described the elevation of St Thomas’ from parish church to a
cathedral as being . . . the usual halting effort to make a silk purse from a sow’s ear.
More positively he says ‘The jolliest feature is the tower lantern, long a landmark for
sailors on the Solent. The exterior of the building is silvery white and in spring, sits
happily in a mass of crocuses.’ (England’s Cathedral Page 201)
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It is seldom a simple
matter to move from
parish church to cathedral
status. You are starting
with a blank sheet of
paper.

Words from the cathedral
website sums their
position, today, well

'‘Since humble beginnings

in 1180, we have for

centuries the Cathedral

watched, listened and

helped the people of . %, | ,
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. . Public Domain Dedication

passage of time. We have witnessed wars and

peace, famous marriages, been bombed and

rebuilt. The Cathedral reflects the constantly changing, growing and unfolding of the

Christian faith, displaying a harmony of three distinct architectural styles which

provide a source of light, warmth and space.’
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Often the special memories of cathedrals can be found in the simplest of settings such as the
seating area overlooked by the East end of St Thomas’, the oldest part of the cathedral.

The cathedral is truly a building of many parts. The exterior stands strong and firm, an
interior that is light and spacious with the East end giving evidence to its humbler beginnings.
The West door also makes a statement. The Tree of Life design was created by Professor
Bruan Kneale, the former Head of Sculpture at the Royal Academy. The bronze door was
installed in 1997 and weighs almost 2 tonnes, 2032 kilo. The cost was met by donations

The Door forms part of our closing reflection.
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A familiar start to our time of
reflective prayer

Find your favourite space for this
time of prayerful reflection

light a candle

Slow down, breathe calmly, be
comfortable
and relax.

Set aside time

Sense the presence of God in this
stillness.

We open our time of reflective
prayer with

Our opening music is the Benedictus composed by Sir Carl Jenkins and sung by the
Portsmouth Cathedral Choir under the direction of David Price.

3 YouTube https://youtu,be/4cLtRwk9tpI?si=142CEnHqcGyeDK5R

A reading from Psalm 1(1-3)
Blessed are those :

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

Nor stands in the path of sinners,
Nor sits in the seat of the scornful;
But his delight is in the law of the Lord,

And in His law he meditates day and night.
He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,

That brings forth its fruit in its season,
Whose leaf also shall not wither;
And whatever he does shall prosper.


https://youtu.be/4cLtRwk9tpI?si=l42CEnHqcGyeDK5R

Let us thoughtfully pray and give thanks :
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for those who work and worship in the cathedral and are part of the life of the
cathedral.
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for those whose presence brings a sense of peace and stillness.
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for those who seek peace and sanctuary within the cathedral.
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for our local community
A prayer for cathedrals
Loving God, draw us on the journey
to the places of holiness,
the places of peace,
the places of encounter,
the places of beauty,
the places where faith has been lived,
your love made known,
your hope held out in the past,
for the present, into your future. Amen.
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Let us pray in confidence using the words our Saviour gave us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. Amen

We close with the hymn Dear Lord and Father sung by the Portsmouth Cathedral
Choir

3 YouTube https://youtu.be/Fvv91T7azed?si=aNFhVsUASZwXaffY
Portsmouth Cathedral

Fr Derek Akker
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(Derek is a retired Anglican Parish Priest and a member of the congregations of All Saints & St James. Prior to his
ordination he was accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the Methodist Church until
returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 1980’s)
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Parish of Kirklees Valley, Bury, (All Saints, Elton & St James, Woolfold) - In the Diocese of Manchester
While I seek to use only reliable sources when using websites, I cannot guarantee that the content on these
websites is or will remain accurate or appropriate.
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A prayer for cathedrals is provided by the Association of English Cathedrals
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