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From the Chaplain – Revd Bruce Rienstra  
 
Recently we hosted a Confirmation in Haarlem.  The first in many 
years.  This confirmation was different from the last, as I understand 
that the last was rather larger!  This time we had Isaac, Stella and Isaac 
from our church, two others from Groningen and another nine from 
Christ Church Amsterdam.  Fourteen in total, what a grand affaire it 
was too.  Our own Diocesan Bishop, the Rt Rev’d Robert Innes 
officiated.   

The bishop wrote to me when 
he got back to Brussels to 
say that it was all a great 
success and to pass on his 
thanks to us for hosting the 
Confirmation for so many 
candidates from three 
different churches.  It was a 
good occasion.  I want to add 
my own word of thanks to 
everyone who helped with 
the service, from the music, 
the liturgy and of course the 

reception after the service as well as the tidying up.  It could never 
have been the success it was without everyone’s help.   

At confirmation the candidates reaffirm their baptismal promises, 
usually because they were made on their behalf when they were 
infants or small children (though not always so as in the case of Isaac 
who churches with us but is resident in Mechelen).  What we may 
forget is that at confirmation we are all reaffirming our baptismal  
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promises and on that Sunday we did so in a full church.  I don’t believe 
there was an empty seat.  When I made 60 copies of the liturgy, never 
did I think that they would need to be shared between two and three 
people.  It was wonderful to hear so many people professing their faith 
in the church building we call home. 

However, we must not forget that we profess our faith every Sunday.  
We say the Nicene or Apostles’ Creed to remind ourselves and others 
of what we believe.  We follow 
in a long line of people who 
have been doing this. 1700 
years ago this month the 
Nicene Creed was published, 
and it has remained essentially 
the same all these years.  This 
creed which we use every 
week, binds Christians of many 
denominations together.  
Despite our differences we are 
united in our faith.  A faith 
which believes in the Triune 
God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  Thank you, Isaac, Stella 
and Isaac, for wanting to be 
confirmed so that we all could 
reaffirm for ourselves and 
others the faith we all believe 
in. 

 

       
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Music Matters 
 
Holy week and Easter Sunday are already behind us, as is Ascension 
Day. The next Church Feasts are Whitsun and Trinity Sunday – Music 
Sunday. 
The Good Friday service and the Easter Eucharist were once again 
meaningful services, and the music and readings helped us focus on the 
meaning of the Passion and the joyful Resurrection. The choir had worked 
incredibly hard for both services preparing the new Good Friday service: 
‘The Last words of Love – Passiontide Devotion’, seven last words from 
the Cross in readings, prayers, music and silence and all the other music. 
Our traditional Cadbury’s Cream eggs were also distributed after the 
Easter service. A standard order from Taste of Home. 
 
We had a full church on Sunday 25 May when we hosted the confirmation 
service for confirmands from Groningen, Amsterdam and of course our 
own church. It was a lovely service and the choir sang well. Bishop Robert 
led the service and Archdeacon Sam van Leer and our own chaplain 
Bruce assisted. Congratulations to Stella and both Isaacs! 
 
Our choir will be singing the Choral Eucharist on Whitsunday 8 June and 
we will celebrate Music Sunday on 15 June (Trinity Sunday) in our Choral 
Eucharist. The theme of the last service will be centred on music in church 
worship.  
Do join us for those services. 
 
On 29 June the choir will sing Choral Evensong in our church at 2.30 pm 
and on 27 July we will sing Choral Evensong in the St. Bavo at 7 pm. 
Bruce will be officiating at this service. 
 
The choir is also practising with other members of the European Cathedral 
Singers for our cathedral week in Chichester from Monday 4 until Sunday 
10 August. Thursday is our day off. Do come and see us if you are in the 
neighbourhood. 
 
Our final choral service in our own church before the holidays will probably 
be Sunday 6 July, after which the choir will be on holiday until the 
beginning of September. Choral services will resume on either 7 or 21 
September. More news about this in the July issue of Lifeline. 
 
Martin A. van Bleek, 
Director of Music 
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Martin honoured in the King’s Birthday List 
 
Every year, on the last working day before King's Day, the traditional 
ceremony of the lintjesregen (‘shower of titles’) for the monarch's 
birthday takes place. This year, on April 25th, twelve citizens of Haarlem 
were given a royal decoration by Mayor, Jos Wienen, including our 
Director of Music, Martin van Bleek, who was appointed Knight of the 
Order of Orange-Nassau! 
 
For the presentation Mayor Wienen explained 
how the application for the award must be 
supported, with a focus on the voluntary work 
of the candidate. In Martin’s case it was the 
Gelders Genootschap, his employer before he 
retired, based in the Orangery of Zypendaal 
Castle in Arnhem that nominated him for the 
royal honour. 
 
 
 
Martin’s voluntary work both inside and outside the church has indeed 
been extensive. For instance, he represents many historical and 
architectural organizations in Haarlem and nationally. And in our Anglican 
Church here in Haarlem Martin has been a member of our church council 
for 45 years and a Churchwarden for23 years. He has now played the 
organ here weekly for 52 years and has been a conductor and choirmaster 
for almost 40 years. In addition to that he conducts the Anglican Singers in 
Amsterdam (40 years) and is the Director of Music of the European 
Cathedral Singers (26 years).  
 
The award ceremony was followed by a private celebratory lunch 
afterwards, a ‘borrel’ with the choir members (who were told shortly 
before there would be no choir practice that day but a borrel!) and a 
cultural evening, offered yearly by the municipality for all previous and 
newly decorated people (and their partners). It was an incredible, 
unforgettable and festive day! 



 

 6 

To Know and Make known The Love of Jesus from Mega 
 

 A few months ago, I and my family had the privilege to visit family back home in 

Indonesia. We enjoyed such great times together, as this was my first time 

coming home, along with my husband, visiting everyone in Indonesia. On our 

agenda was to come to an English-service church. We decided to visit All Saints’ 

Anglican Church, Jakarta. 

 

All Saints’ Anglican Church, Jakarta is in central Jakarta. The area is surrounded 

by a very nice garden with a gazebo standing just outside of the church for 

people to gather for a tea or coffee after the service. 

 

Feeling like coming home to 

our church in Haarlem, we 

were welcomed warmly by 

the Vicar, Reverend Rowan. 

We had such a nice Holy 

Communion service which 

began at 07:30 in the 

morning. The service was 

accompanied with music 

from piano, flute and two song leaders. Most of the congregation were 

Indonesian, some are African, and few are Singaporean. This reminded me with 

the variety of congregation we have in Haarlem.  

 

As an international church, located in the heart of the city, All Saints’ Anglican 

Church has been a welcoming place for Christians from any denominational 

background who want to worship mainly in English. Considering that Jakarta is a 
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big city with a big population and has been an attractive place for many nations 

to set up business, this church has been a place where people from every nation 

gather and worship God. This helps the church to grow their congregation. The 

church which was established in 1819 by London Missionary Society has 

expanded their mission from training missionaries to go into China, to seeking to 

spread the word of the gospel; the good news that because of Jesus’ life, death 

and resurrection people can be restored to God as his children. 

 

Founded in 1819, the 

original church was 

constructed of bamboo and 

became known locally in 

Dutch as the Engelsche 

Kerk. Then, by 1831 a new 

church was constructed and 

now stands as All Saints’ 

Anglican Church Jakarta. The new church was described when it was built as a 

“new and handsome chapel”. A few years later, the London Missionary Society 

was able to move their mission to China which led to the building and land being 

sold to a group of businessmen who consolidated it as the British Protestant 

Community of Batavia (BTC) and appointing five trustees to administer the 

affairs of the church. It stayed administered by the BTC until 1909 when it 

became known as the Java chaplaincy and remained so until 1950 when it was 

named All Saints’ and became part of the Anglican Communion. 

 The mission of the church today is ‘To Know and Make Known the Love of 

Jesus’. It is shown in the activities and outreach programs of the church. They 
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have prayer groups conducted online via Zoom twice a week, and a prayer 

meeting once a week, all in English. Also, an evening prayer once a week 

conducted in Bahasa Indonesian. Besides the prayer groups, there are also small 

groups for fellowship, bible studies and prayers. These are simple activities that 

keep the church members active in fellowship and growing towards each other. 

Being far from the home country, it is always a good thing to have others 

supporting, especially during hard times, and these groups have proven to be a 

great support and community for the members. 

 

As for the young members, the church has a Sunday school program led by 

trained and accredited leaders every Sunday morning. Also, there is the Young 

Adults group of tertiary students and young workers which also takes place 

every Sunday morning. 

 

All Saints’ Anglican Church also has an active Outreach ministry partnership 

program that partners with Christian ministry, mission and support projects 

across Indonesia. The programs including shelters for children and older men 

and women, rehabilitation projects for children and adults with disabilities, 

micro-development poverty relief, and Christian media and education projects. 

These missions have helped so many rural areas across Indonesia.  

 

Today, All Saints’ Anglican Church Jakarta is a parish within the Diocese of 

Singapore and has expanded their ministry to two services in Menteng, Central 

Jakarta, one of which is also broadcast online via YouTube live, and one service 

in Pondok Indah, South Jakarta. 
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CC Squad - from Anni 
 

I sometimes compare working in a school - where the children have to be 

there ! - and CC Squad, our Children’s Church, when the children pretty 

much choose to be there. It’s a big compliment to Simone, Stella and 

myself when we arrive at church, not really knowing who will come, and 

smiling faces greet us ready for a session of prayer, learning and, of 

course, a lot of fun! And sometimes we reach double figures- other times 

it’s a smaller group. In the last few months, we’ve been lucky enough to 

welcome a new member - 

our youngest member - who 

at only three years old 

stayed, joined in with games 

and returned with a big 

smile - we were thrilled! 

 Our last session was also 

pretty amazing - this time 

we had Noah by himself, but 

it was a moment of real pride!  He cycled at top speed bar from a tennis 

tournament to be there and managed every activity by himself, engaging 

and learning and contributing thoughtfully and confidently. It was a 

wonderful moment. Previously he would have been there with his brother 

who has now moved on, already 16 and confirmed at the service last 

week. We are blessed by every child who comes - be it many or just one! 

We look forward to our next meeting on 22nd June and, after that, a 

SUMMER OUTING before a short break for the summer holidays! 

 

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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Poet’s Corner from Christine 
 
 

They Might Not Need Me 
 

They might not need me - yet they might  
 

I’ll let my Heart be just in sight  
 

A smile so small as mine might be 
 

Precisely their necessity  
 
By Emily Dickinson 
 

 
WAR from Susan 
 
Susan was moved by this ‘ikje’ in the NRC of 2nd May 2025 and translated 
it for us: 
 
It was during the Hunger Winter. My grandmother had secretly bought 
butter and milk and was cycling home through the Kralingse Bos after the 
curfew had started when she was stopped by a young German soldier. 
Exhausted, chilled to the bone and terrified because of the journey she 
had undertaken, she could not control herself and began to rant and rave 
at the soldier whereupon he burst into tears. My grandmother felt sorry 
for him and put her arm around him to comfort him. And so they both 
stood there, overcome with emotion due to a war which neither of them 
wanted. They parted company in silence and went on their way. 
 
M. Ramondt 
 

       
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Ms. Miscellaneous  

 

Singing in the rain 

 

What a day today is! After two months of sunshine and drought it’s finally 

raining! I can almost hear the flowers and trees outside sing for joy!  

And I wanted to sing because they are so happy, but after having arrived soaking 

wet at three consecutive appointments looking like a drowned cat, my urge to 

sing was drowned too… 

 

Fascinating how much impact the weather has on a human being’s mood. I never 

see plants, birds, fish or mammals sulk over the weather. Although, my mallow 

and hortensia do look a bit sad when I have forgotten to water them and our 

little dog Perla never wanted to go out when it rained (ok, just to do a little pee 

and poo and then back to her cozy little basket). 

 

But we humans have weather channels, weather sections in the paper, weather 

apps on our phones and the weather is the most popular conversation topic. 

Why?? We cannot change it! O, eh, wait a minute – we can, and we are: the 

current climate change is our doing… But it is not changing to our liking; too hot 

in summer, not cold enough in winter (the last Elfstedentocht was in 1997) …. 

 

When do we lose the fun of splashing in puddles and red wellies? And why? The 

weather is also a part or maybe even a motor of creation: the sun provides the 

fuel for chlorophyll granules in plants and the synthesis of vitamin D in our very 

own skin – rain provides for water to keep up the turgor in plants and for 

transportation of all kinds of molecules in all creatures. 

 

Pondering over all this as I look out of the window, mustering the courage to go 

out and get soaking wet yet again on my way home, I come to the conclusion 

that I should embrace this long-wished-for rain and go home singing in it. 

 

Veronique Ruiz 
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Deanery Day May 2025  
 
A few of us from ACH headed to the Church of St. John and St. Philip in 
The Hague for the annual Deanery Day led by Revd Ruan Crew, the Area 
Dean of The Netherlands. The day is for Anglican chaplaincies in the 
Netherlands to meet, learn and share ideas and this year the guest 
speaker was the Revd. Sarah-Jane King, Chaplain of St. Martha and St. 
Mary’s Anglican Church in Leuven in Belgium. The theme was ‘Passing on 
(and receiving) the Baton’. It was a fine day of meeting people from other 
chaplaincies (we made sure we moved between tables!) and using a 
passage from the Bible to give us ideas surrounding leadership and 
volunteering. We also touched on writings from influential theologians 
such as Howard Thurman, Amanda Sinclair and Mark Lau Branson 
and later linked their ideas to the Bible passage, Exodus 18.5-17, when 
Jethro encourages Moses to share responsibilities.  We used a technique 
called Lectio Divina in which you: 
 
Pray 
Lectio - read a passage until words or 
phrases call our attention 
Meditato - sit with these words and allow 
them to evoke something in us 
Oratio - pray as we hear the word 
Contemplatio - silent awareness of God’s 
presence 
Give thanks 
 
The passage was read as a dialogue with volunteers from the group. It 
was an enlightening way to find solutions and seek guidance. After lunch 
(which was delicious and another opportunity to meet new friends from 
other chaplaincies) we had a lighthearted return to the group with a game 
of Pass the Parcel and considered the five types of love. A Eucharist 
Service was the perfect ending to the day and we’re very grateful to Ruan, 
Sarah-Jane and the team of volunteers who made the day possible. 
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May in England, from Hilary Seles 

 

What a difference a month makes! In the last Lifeline we 

included Robert Browning's poem about how wonderful England 

must be at this time of the year. He continues his poem with 

thoughts of England in May. He is still in Italy, looking at a melon 

flower which he describes as gaudy compared to the bright 

buttercups in the midday sunshine in England. 

 

Living in the beautiful bulb growing part of Holland in April and 

May (and all other months of the year)  I think my comparisons 

would be very different from Browning's but I've never tried to 

put them into verse. 

 

Here is what Robert Browning wrote about England in May.   

 

 

And after April when May follows 

And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows! 

Hark, where my blossom’d pear tree in the hedge 

Leans to the field and scatters on the clover 

Blossoms and dewdrops - at the bent spray’s edge- 

That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over 

Lest you should think he never could recapture 

The first fine careless rapture! 

And though the fields look rough with hoary dew, 

All will be gay when noontide wakes anew 

The buttercups, the little children’s dower 

– Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower! 

 

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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Keeping in touch: 
 
Do you wish to receive regular emails about church services and events? Or 
would you like to join the church WhatsApp group for the latest service and 
social news? -  email Anni at anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com 
 

Compline 

Every second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm we have a Compline service 
in the church in Haarlem.  This is a very restful and beautiful evening service with 
prayer and liturgy. Next date will be 9th April. Everyone most welcome! 
 

 
 

Haarlem borrel 

The third Wednesday of each month we gather in Haarlem for a ‘borrel’ usually 
at the Jopenkerk in Haarlem. For the next time and place please check with Rev 
Bruce. Everyone welcome!   
 

Ladies Lunch 

Ladies from the church meet for lunch on the second Tuesday of each month at 

12 noon, alternating between the Molenplas restaurant, Waertmolenpad 1, 

Haarlem and the Cineworld restaurant in Beverwijk (2 mins walk from the train 

station). All ladies are welcome, and if you would like to join, please let Ann 

know. 

mailto:anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com
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ACH Ramblers 

ACH Ramblers is a walking group. We will be walking around some 
beautiful areas around Haarlem. This activity requires us to have some 
preparations beforehand. If you wish to be kept up to date of any future 
walks, then please contact Simone, or send an email to 
anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com. 
 

 

 
 

Taste of Home 
 

The expat shop Taste of Home in Haarlem has moved from the Gedempte 
Oude Gracht to their new location Anegang 31. It is a larger shop with a 
lot more storage space which means they can enlarge their selection. If 
you are in the centre of Haarlem, do visit the shop! 
 

 
 

mailto:anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com
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Visitors to church coming by car… 
 

Please be aware that there are new restrictions in place. 
You may no longer park on the pavement alongside the 
church - if you do, you are likely to get a hefty fine 
regardless of whether you have a valid parking ticket!  
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Church services in January and February 2025 
Revd. Bruce Rienstra 

All are most welcome to our services in Church 

Details can be checked in advance on our website  

www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl 

 

 

Sunday 4 May 
3rd Sunday of Easter 

14:30 Choral Eucharist with choir 

Sunday 11 May 
4th Sunday of Easter 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 18 May 
5th Sunday of Easter 

14:30 Sung Eucharist and Baptism 

Sunday 25 May 
6th Sunday of Easter 

14:30 Choral Eucharist with choir 
Confirmation Service with the Bishop, the 
Rt.Rev. Robert Innes 

Thursday 29 May 
Ascension Day 

    

Sunday 1 June 
Sunday after Ascension 

14:30 Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 8 June 
Pentecost 
Whit Sunday 

14:30 Choral Eucharist on Pentecost with choir 

Sunday 15 June 
Trinity Sunday 
Music Sunday 

14:30 Choral Eucharist with choir 

 

 

http://www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl/
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Sunday 22 June 
1st Sunday after Trinity 

  Sung Eucharist 

Sunday 29 June 
2nd Sunday after Trinity 

14:30 Choral Evensong with choir 

Sunday 6 July 
3rd Sunday after Trinity 

14:30 Choral Eucharist with choir 

 
 

 

See also the website of the Anglican Church in Haarlem: 

https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/ 
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