
What was in the mind of the psalmist when he penned this psalm?  In the space of a 

few words, he elevates the 

place of children words of 

praise in the scheme of things.  

 

God, our God, 

How glorious is your name in all 

the earth;  

your majesty is praised above 

the heavens. 

The praise on the lips of babies  

and children silence those who 

oppose you. 

 

Also, a little later he asks the 

question ‘what are humans that 

you (God) should remember them, what are humans that you should remember 

them.’ He answers this question with ‘You have appointed us guardians of creation 

and put all things under our care.’ 

 

When I look at the 

sky which your 

fingers made, at the 

moon and stars you 

set in place, 

what are humans that 

you should remember 

them, 

mere mortals that 

you make time for 

them.  

 

Yet you have made us 

in your own image 

and crowned us with 

glory and honour. 

You have appointed 

us guardians of 

creation and put all 

things under our care.
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Let us hear from The Psalms Project a 21st century interpretation of Psalm 8. 

 https://youtu.be/pOAEV6ZUsxE?si=srtjVYc69c3M7Rhv 
 

 

In this short prayerful song, a song to the glory of God, of glory of the world, the 

heavens, the earth beasts of the field, birds and fish and lest we miss words about 

our responsibilities, with some translations of the psalm indicate ‘a duty of care’ as a 

response to the traditional wording of verse 6. 

 

You have made him to have  

dominion over the works of Your hands; 

You have put all things under his feet, 

 

We may not know what the psalmist was thinking when he used the words ‘Out of the 

mouth of babes and nursing infants’ but we do know what Jesus meant when he used 

the same words. Jesus is in the temple, and the children were shouting ‘Hosanna! 

Praise God for the Son of David.’ The religious leaders angered by the children’s words 

challenge Jesus. ‘Do you hear what these children are saying?’ Jesus replied, have 

you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants you have perfected 

praise?’ (Matthew 21:16 NKJV) 

Children have a way of expressing excitement, wonder and joy and Peter Graystone * 

writes ; ‘Psalm 8 is a reminder that a little more childish astonishment would be good 

for us all from time to time.’ 

Let us for a few moments recapture a little of our childish astonishment as we read 

the closing words for the psalm. 

https://youtu.be/pOAEV6ZUsxE?si=srtjVYc69c3M7Rhv


Yet you have made us in your own image,  

and crowned us with glory and honour. 

You have appointed us guardians of creation  

and put all things under our care. 

 

all of them – sheep and cattle, the beasts of the field, 

the birds of the air, the fish in the waters. 

 

God, our God, 

how glorious is your name in all the earth. 

How does it feel to be reminded that we are made in God’s image and that we have 

been crowned with glory and honour? Would it be a ‘WOW’ moment an almost childish 

yelp ‘WOW’? Perhaps not, we are all to aware of our frailties, our flaws, and the 

failures in our lives. The psalmist, however, reminds us that God sees us differently. 

God sees in us a potential to have a fullness in our lives that reflects the image of 

God. 

So, let us have that WOW moment and savour afresh God’s creative force and then 

go out and care for creation. 

Prayer 

Bless to us, O God, 

the moon that is above us, 

the earth that is beneath us, 

the friends who are around us, 

your image deep within us, 

the rest which is before us. 

Amen  (Wild Goose Worship Group, from A Wee Worship Book) 

 

We close with a traditional offering of Psalm 8 from Music for Faith and Worship 

 

https://youtu.be/NBv2bTJgt-Q?si=4h1voA-WLKmE578z 

 

Fr Derek 

  

https://www.ionabooks.com/product/a-wee-worship-book/
https://youtu.be/NBv2bTJgt-Q?si=4h1voA-WLKmE578z


Psalm 8 

New King James Version 

 

O Lord, our Lord, 

How excellent is Your name in all the 

earth, 

Who have set Your glory above the 

heavens! 

 

Out of the mouth of babes and nursing 

infants 

You have ordained strength, 

Because of Your enemies, 

That You may silence the enemy and 

the avenger. 

 

When I consider Your heavens, the 

work of Your fingers, 

The moon and the stars, which You 

have ordained, 

What is man that You are mindful of 

him, 

And the son of man that You visit him? 

 

For You have made him a little lower 

than the angels, 

And You have crowned him with glory 

and honour. 

 

v6 You have made him to have 

dominion over the works of Your hands; 

You have put all things under his feet, 

 

All sheep and oxen— 

Even the beasts of the field, 

The birds of the air, 

And the fish of the sea 

That pass through the paths of the 

seas. 

O Lord, our Lord, 

How excellent is Your name in all the 

earth! 

 

 

Psalm 8 

Iona Community Daily Worship 

 

God, our God, 

How glorious is your name in all the 

earth; your majesty is praised above 

the heavens. 

 

 

The praise on the lips of babies and 

children silence those who oppose you. 

 

 

 

 

 

When I look at the sky which your 

fingers made, at the moon and stars 

you set in place, 

what are humans that you should 

remember them, 

mere mortals that you make time for 

them.  

 

Yet you have made us in your own 

image, and crowned us with glory and 

honour. 

You have appointed us guardians of 

creation and put all things under our 

care. 

 

 

all of them – sheep and cattle, the 

beasts of the field, 

the birds of the air, the fish in the 

waters. 

 

God, our God, 

how glorious is your name in all the 

earth. 

 

  



Acknowledgements 
 

Iona Community Worship Book 
The Psalms selected are taken from the Psalms used by the Iona Community and are taken 

from the Iona Abbey Worship Book, Wild Goose Publications 2017. The material can be used 

for non-commercial use without written permission. 

 

Reflections on the Psalms App (hymnsam.co.uk), also available as a paperback 

Reflection  

*Peter Graystone works for Church Army and has been a columnist for the Church Times 

and contributor to Reflections on the Psalms 

 

Prayers taken from Reflections on the Psalms 

 

Photographs 

Eagle Nebula’s Pillars of Creation. The ghostly outlines of the pillars seem much more 

delicate and are silhouetted against an eerie blue haze. Also captured the pillars in visible 

light. NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage Team (STScI/AURA) - Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

Creation Falls, Red River Gorge, Kentucky, USA 

Mrherbalwarrior - Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 

Moon, stars, tree and reflection 
Bessi - Creative Commons Zero, Public Domain Dedication 
 

≈≈≈ 

While I seek to use only reliable sources when using websites, I cannot guarantee that the 

content on these websites is or will remain accurate or appropriate. I also have no control 

over the advertisements that accompany the YouTube link, these do seem to be on the 

increase. 

 
(Derek is a Honorary Associate Priest (All Saints & St James and St Stephen’s, Elton) Prior to 

his ordination he was accredited as a Methodist Preacher in 1968 and served within the 

Methodist Church until returning to the Anglican Church in the mid 1980’s) 
≈≈≈ 

The dual Parishes of Kirklees Valley, Bury, (All Saints, Elton & St James, Woolfold) and St 

Stephens, Elton are in the Diocese of Manchester.  

 

Vicar of the two parishes -  Fr. Samuel Eccleston O.P. (Anglican Order of Preachers- 

Dominicans) 
 
 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Mrherbalwarrior
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
https://pixabay.com/users/bessi-909086/
http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/deed.en

