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From the Chaplain — Revd Bruce Rienstra

There are some strange times in the Christian Calendar. One of them is the
ten days between Ascension Day and Pentecost. A time of waiting for the
Holy Spirit. Arguably we are now also in a strange time. On the 23rd we
Celebrated Christ the King, traditionally the last Sunday of the Church
Calendar. Next Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent which marks the
beginning of the Church year. I was wondering what happens in the week
between these two Sundays.

In the Sacristy last Sunday when Martin and I were looking at the special
provisions for the Sunday in Times and Seasons, he saw the words for the
Post Communion prayer. It begins with “Stir up O Lord, the wills of your
faithful people...”. Traditionally one of the things which happened on
“Stir-up” Sunday would have been to make the Christmas Pudding which
included putting a silver six-pence (6d.) in the pudding. The lucky
recipient found it hidden in their bowl of pudding covered in custard on
Christmas Day!

It's the week between the Sundays which I wonder about. A quick look at
the readings for the daily Eucharists and Morning Prayer reveals readings
from Revelation chapters 14 through to 21. These readings are challenging
(as Revelation can be); there are words of warning and portent, but there
are also words of hope and rejoicing.

Perhaps that is what this week is about. Preparing for the upcoming
season, represented by the preparing of Christmas Puddings which require
time to be flavourful at Christmas. A time to be reminded that there are ills
all around us in the world but that there is hope and there are times of
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rejoicing. In the US there is Thanksgiving Day, which remembers the
trials of the journey to Virginia in 1619, but also (inaccurately though more
well known) of the first successful harvests in New England by the
Pilgrims in the 1620s/1630s. Celebrations after times of hardship.

So this week, is about preparing ourselves for the anticipation of Advent.
Advent when we look forward to arrival of the Messiah, God’s Son and
messenger to the people of the world.

The theme of Revelation this week ends with the vision of a New Heaven
and a New Earth and of the New Jerusalem. This week is indeed
important, it’s not just a week between the old year and the new year, it’s
not a week of emptiness between Christ the King and Advent 1. Itis a
week to finish with the old and to look forward to the new. Not like our
secular calendar has us finishing the old year with a bang and suddenly all
is new. In contrast, the church calendar has us gradually moving from the

old year into the new year, reflecting on the past and anticipating the new.

Bruce




Music Matters Advent & Christmas edition

Since the last issue of Lifeline we have gone full speed ahead practising
for Advent and Christmas.

We had a lovely Harvest Service with the Old Catholic congregation and
a great Harvest tea afterwards. Thanks to Corrie Ann for providing the
hamper for the raffle and all the food contributions by members of both
congregations.

On Sunday 9t November the choir sang at the Remembrance service
at the Airborne Cemetery in Oosterbeek. It was a fairly cold but bright
day, but at least it was dry. Our anthem was ‘Thou knowest Lord, the
secrets of our hearts’ by Henry Purcell. I laid a wreath on behalf of the
choir. As it was the 80™ anniversary of the end of WWII there were
representatives of various municipalities and the Province of
Gelderland. After the service we drove straight back to Haarlem to sing
for our special Choral Remembrance Service in our own church at 4
pm. The service was followed by a small reception.

Simone and I had been able to visit the grave of my great-uncle in
Ramillies on the Somme after our holiday in Normandy. It is important
we remember the sacrifices made for our freedom and never take it for
granted.

The choir has been busy preparing for the Advent and Christmas
season since the beginning of September, including our Choral
Evensong in the Old Catholic Church in Hilversum on Thursday 23
October. Our organist was Victor Baena who also played for our Bavo
Choral Evensong.

Advent Sunday is on 1 December. We will sing our traditional Advent
Carol Service at 7.30 pm. This meaningful service of readings, hymns
and carols is the beginning of the Advent season where we prepare for
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alessandro Papa will be playing for
us then. He has already played for two of our services and he will also
play for the Christingle service on 7 December as I will be in the UK
that weekend.

Our Carol Concert will be on Saturday 20 December in Haarlem Church
at 8.15 pm. Hopefully Victor Baena will be able to play for that concert.
We will be using both organ and piano.

We will be carol singing at Middachten Castle again this year on
Saturday 13 December from about 1 - 4 pm.



Our now annual Carol Service at the Dorpskerk in Rheden will be on
Thursday 18 December at 8 pm. This service will probably also be
streamed. Jeroen Pijpers will be playing for that service.

On Sunday 14 December we will have our traditional Christmas Bring
and Buy and Advent Tea. This year we will only be selling Christmas
Fare and items that we have in stock. If you have any items that fall
into the Christmas category, please bring them along in the coming
weeks. Books etc. are always welcome!

If you would like to order your Christmas fare in advance, see
elsewhere in Lifeline how to order your goodies in time for Christmas.

On Sunday 21 December we will also have our major practice in
Church, but we will fit it around a said Service.This year’s Christmas
Eve Eucharist will be different as we will be celebrating this service
together with the Old Catholic congregation. Fr. Robert will be leading
the service as Bruce will be in Rotterdam on Christmas Eve. Next year
he will be in Haarlem again. The service will be mostly in Dutch, but
the Eucharistic music will be our own Hopper in D setting. The hymns
will be to tunes known to both congregations.

The Eucharist will be followed by our tradition Festival service of Nine
Lessons and Carols. As there will be no Old Catholic service after the
Carol Service we will have a reception after the service for both
congregations and people from the area attending the Carol Service.
This means we will not have to rush off after the service to make way
for the Old Catholic service but will be able to relax and have a drink
together downstairs in the Church Room.

Our first service in 2026 will be on 4 January and will be a Choral
Eucharist. Our service will be followed by the Old Catholic Bishop’s New
Year'’s Vespers, so there will be no tea after our service.

We will keep everybody informed via posts on the website, the church
app, the Notice sheets or separate emails informing you about the
coming services. There will also be posters available of our Christmas
services. Please see Anni or Andrew if you are able to put one up in
your area.

With all good wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas season!

Martin van Bleek,
Director of Music



NW Diocesan Synod 2025 — from Tim

The new Suffragan for our Diocese, Bishop Andrew Norman, joined the Synod at
the Oude Abdij Drongen this year. At the synod Compline service, he offered a
laying on of hands and anointing with oil, and I have to say that that this service
affected me quite a bit. As it did too when Revd Bruce did something similar at
one of our first Compline services here in Haarlem. I still had to look up what it
meant afterwards though, and it seems that it is a sacrament for healing and
wholeness and there also seems to be implicit in it a transmission of the Holy

Spirit.

Bishop Andrew had been director of Ministry and Mission for the Diocese of
Leeds and on the first day of the synod he led a session on ‘mission’. I found that
the way in which I absorbed the ideas presented in the session was very much

influenced by the compline sacrament as if the two things were working together.

Since the synod, I have been finding out more about what mission might be.
Bishop Andrew summarized the Five Points of Mission as, “Tell, Teach, Tend,
Transform and Treasure” (all helpfully starting with a “T”). Mission has also been
described in terms of the missio dei, the ‘total redeeming work of God.- Father,

Son and Holy Spirit — in saving, healing, restoring and renewing the World”.
I find myself thinking of it as manifesting the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. But

maybe you have another way of putting it — in which case let’s talk about it!

There is quite a lot to explore, I think.

YYYVY



Building Work in Church

Good news!

As you know from previous Lifelines the Buurtbaken Project in our
church involves the new toilets, the refurbishment of the rooms
downstairs and various sustainability measures. The plans for the
church have finally been approved by the Haarlem Council and this
week the financing of the whole project was secured!

This means the building work on the toilets etc. begin on 5 January
2026! It does not affect the church services, but there will be no
access to the downstairs rooms and the toilets. There will be an
emergency facility available, but emergency only.

Our tea will probably be upstairs, but we are still working out the exact
logistics for the services of both congregations. As soon as I have more
details of the proceedings and the duration of the building works I will
let you know.

The building work also means we will be moving our robes etc. from
the room in the corridor to the room opposite the side entrance. This is
no small task, so hopefully we will have enough volunteers for the job.

You may have noticed the temperature in church on Sunday was
reasonable. It is still held at 14C, but as the floor heating is now
working, the heat is now where it is most needed: in the pews! The
heaters against the wall don't have to heat the whole church anymore.
It also means we are buying an insulated mat to be placed under the
grand piano as they don't like floor heating.

Martin van Bleek B U U R—l_
BAKENS
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Poet’s Corner from Christine

A Prayer Amid Horror and Suffering

God of compassion and mercy, justice and truth,
visit your children in the midst of fear, horror, starvation and grief.

Take from the hearts of those bent on violence
the fury that stops at nothing and the rage that obscures all empathy.

Open paths to reason, patience, restraint and hope.
Give those who live with constant anxiety a purpose for living.

Transform the anger that propels enemies
to lose their humanity in depriving others of their dignity.

From this deep cistern of suffering and cruelty
bring living water to cleanse and heal.

And raise up agents of reconciliation that can bring a future
out of the ruins of this unbearable storm of death.

In Christ who knew agony that we might find eternal safety.

Amen

Christine saw this prayer last month in St Martins in the Fields which,
though it may not be Christmassy, may be very salutary in the current
world climate.

YYVYVY



Ms Miscellaneous — from Veronique
Colourful season

As we approach Advent and Christmas, outside the trees are colouring
their last leaves before releasing them on the wind forming blankets of
yellow, orange and red on our streets. When the last leaves have fallen,
we’ll enjoy ourselves decorating our Christmas trees with all kinds of
colourful items. Mine will be full of all kinds of colourful birds, gathered
and received as gifts over the years.

This year I'll be working the days around Christmas at a general
practitioner as a doctor’s assistant trainee. I’'m doing a six-month
internship as part of my training — hopefully leading to a diploma by next
summer.

The practice is located in an old Amsterdam neighbourhood, with people
from literally all continents and of all ages, trades and religions. It is a joy
to work in this beautiful melting pot of people, with my dedicated
colleagues. The GP is Jewish, two of the doctor’s assistants are Muslim,
the GP in training is not religious and another assistant and | are
Christians. And we work together professionally and respectfully helping
our patients and we are also having great fun together as a team.

Today | saw a beautiful bright rainbow in the sky and the though occurred
to me that this amazing phenomenon was a perfect metaphor for my
current workplace — all these different persons form a bright rainbow and
/ or the pot of gold at the bottom. I’'ve used the metaphor of a rainbow
before to describe the beauty of all different kinds of people, but working
as a doctor’s assistant I’'m experiencing this beauty in a way | have never
felt before.

Peace on earth is possible if we all acknowledge each other’s beauty and
coloufulness. Let’s hold on to that thought during Advent and Christmas!

Veronique Ruiz



The Airman’s farewell — from Hilary Seles

(From a small yellow booklet, 2 x 3 inches, found among family greetings
cards dating from wartime)

“In a recent issue of the daily press there was related the striking record of
a British airman who had been posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross
for fearless devotion to duty, in the execution of which he lost his life.
Some months before his death he wrote a farewell letter to his mother, to
be opened in the event of this happening to him, a striking clause of which
reads:-

“I am quite prepared to die it holds no el
terror for me. I know I shall survive the

. . ) \ A SOLDER *
judgment because I have trusted in Christ as ; ORSHES - -

my Saviour. I’ve done nothing to merit glory,
but because He died for me, it’s God’s free
gift.”

To this was added later the item:

“I have the inner conviction as I write — a

force outside myself and my brain, that I have
not trusted in vain. “

In a similar letter of farewell to his fiancée, he quotes this verse for her
comfort, apparently one day they had enjoyed in common during his
lifetime: “And we know that all things work together for good to them that
love God to them that are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8,
28.)

Dear Reader, may we ask if you could calmly face the possibility of your
early death with such sublime confidence? The Saviour of this devoted
young man is available for you, too; he knew that the best that he could do
was to serve his country — and we see how faithfully he did that — could not
earn him an entrance into the glory of which he speaks, and into which he
has now gone. Young, and with life before him, he had faced up while he
was in health and strength, to the reality of eternity, and as a sinner in the

sight of God, to his need of a Saviour, and accepted the one that God has
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provided, the Lord Jesus Christ. This precious Saviour you may trust now,
and find him all that this young man did ; and face the future with the inner
consciousness that your title to glory is dependent wholly on the death of
Jesus as having answered to God in regard to your sins, and God accepting
you on the basis of your believing in Him.

This young believer will not come into the judgment; John 5, 24 shows that
such a one “shall not come into condemnation, but IS passed from death
unto life.” His eternal salvation depends not on his own merits, not on his
heroism in his devotion to duty, but on his reception of Jesus as his
Saviour, who died for sinners on Calvary’s tree. He says in his letter : “He
died for me”; like Paul the apostle who says “The Son of God who loved
me and gave Himself for me” (Galations 2, 20). There is no doubt, no
misgiving, no fear. He says furthermore “I have not trusted in vain.”

If YOUR hour to die comes without warning, and for you time ceases and
eternity begins, have you this confidence, this calm serenity, this Saviour
who saves to the uttermost those who come to God by Him? ( Hebrews 7,
25). Your opportunity to have this question settled is now; you may not get
a moment in your dying hour. Trust in Jesus now as your Saviour, and you
will be able to say with the young airman: I have trusted in Christ as my
Saviour” and like him you will be able quietly to repose in the knowledge
that glory is before you — it is God’s free gift.

P. A. Farrant
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Ik drink op de mensen by Paul van Vliet

Ik drink op de mensen
Die bergen verzetten
Die door blijven gaan met hun kop in de wind

Ik drink op de mensen

Die met vallen en opstaan
Blijven geloven

Met het geloof van een kind

Ik drink op de mensen
Die dingen beginnen
Waar niemand van weet wat de afloop zal zijn

Ik drink op de mensen
Van wagen en winnen
Die niet willen weten van water in wijn

Ik drink op de mensen
Die blijven vertrouwen
Die van te voren niet vragen
‘Voor hoeveel’ en ‘waarom’

Ik drink op de mensen
Die door blijven douwen
Van doe het maar wel
En kijk maar nietom

Ik drink op de mensen
Die alles verloren

Die weg zijn gezakt

En zijn ondergegaan.
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Ik drink op de mensen
Die terug bleven vechten
En daarna herboren
Weer op zijn gestaan

Ik drink op het beste
Van vandaag en van morgen
Ik drink op het mooiste waar ik van hou

Ik drink op het maximum
Wat er nogin zit
In vandaag en in morgen
Inmijeninjou!

Sent in by Simone, this poem from Dutch ‘cabaretier’ Paul van Vliet
reflects Bruce’s words of hope and rejoicing. And may also help us
with learning Dutch!

VLIET -
1k drink bp ;

de mensen,

X 7
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Christmas events this year

Boxing Day Drinks

We hope to organise our traditional Boxing Day Drinks again this year.
This will be on Friday 26 December and we will meet in the Church
Room from 12 - 2 pm. More news about that via our usual information
channels, including an RSVP.

Christmas Bring and Buy and Advent Tea

As last year, I will be ordering a humber of Christmas items from Taste
of Home. As the pre-ordering went quite well last year, you can again
send me an email with your specific orders, and I will get them to
church for you to pick up at the Advent Tea. All proceeds will go
towards the church as usual.

We will be selling more Christmas Fare at the Advent Tea, including a
selection of Christmas cards.

So if you want mince pies (6 in a box), individual Christmas puddings
or a large one, pots of mincemeat, Christmas chocolates, Cadbury’s
Santa Collection box, a rectangular piece of Christmas cake, Paxo
stuffing mix, Christmas crackers etc. please let me know your wish list
either at church or in an email by 3 December at the latest, but earlier
if possible. I will do my best to get everything for you!

Martin van Bleek

Christmas market at Exeter cathedral.
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Concert by the Kennemer Vrouwenkoor

On Saturday 13 December the Kennemer Vrouwenkoor will be giving a
concert in our church from 16.00-17.00 hrs. The theme of the concert
is ‘Zingen op weg naar Kerstmis’. This choir practices in the church
room on Thursday evenings. It's a good choir!

All proceeds of the ticket sales will be for the OC Church and the piano
rental will go towards our Concert Fund.

Luister en zing mee:
Kennemer Vrouwenkoor
o.l.v. Xandra Mizée
pi1ano: Maurice van Schoonhoven

Zingend op weg
naar Kerstmis

Zaterdag 13 december
16.00 - 17:00
Oud-katholieke kerk Haarlem
Kinderhuissingel 74 Haarlem

Tickets: € 15,00 incl boekje en consumptie
(Kinderen t/m 12jr: €7,50)

Bestellen bij penningmeester@haarlem.okkn.nl
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Psalm 23
We recently sang Psalm 23, perhaps the most well-known of all the

Psalms, in church. And it was great to hear it, as ever.

Revd Derek Akker’s reflection on this well-loved Psalm is now linked on
our church website. Here is a taster of his reflection as he describes how,
“in the Middle East the shepherd walks in front of his sheep and goats, he
leads them. The sheep become familiar with the shepherds and follow him,
as Jesus said ° My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.” (John 10.27 NKJV)”

You can find this and many other reflections by Revd Derek at:

https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/reflections-by-rev-derek-akker/

Shepherding in
Jableh, Syria

Shepherding in
Oxfordshire
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Keeping in touch:

Do you wish to receive regular emails about church services and events? Or
would you like to join the church WhatsApp group for the latest service and
social news? - email Anni at anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com

Compline

Every second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm we have a Compline service
in the church in Haarlem. This is a very restful and beautiful evening service with
prayer and liturgy. Everyone is most welcome!

Haarlem borrel

The third Wednesday of each month we gather in Haarlem for a ‘borrel’ usually
at the Jopenkerk in Haarlem. For the next time and place please check with Rev
Bruce. Everyone welcome!

Ladies Lunch

Ladies from the church meet for lunch on the second Tuesday of each month at
12 noon, alternating between the Molenplas restaurant, Waertmolenpad 1,
Haarlem and the Cineworld restaurant in Beverwijk (2 mins walk from the train
station). All ladies are welcome, and if you would like to join, please let Ann
know.

ACH Ramblers

The new season for rambling is almost upon us. Simone and Grada have been
spotted out prototyping our next walk in Middenduin!

ACH Ramblers is a walking group. We will be walking around some beautiful
areas around Haarlem. This activity requires us to have some preparations
beforehand. If you wish to be kept up to date of any future

walks, then please contact Simone, or send an email to
anglican.church.haarlem@gmail.com.

YYYVY
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DAIES [FOR YOULR DIARY

Church services in January and February 2025
Revd. Bruce Rienstra
All are most welcome to our services in Church

Details can be checked in advance on our website
www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl

See also the website of the Anglican Church in Haarlem:
https://anglican-church-haarlem.nl/

Sunday 16 November 14:30 | Choral Eucharist with choir

2nd Sunday before Advent

Sunday 23 November 14:30 | Sung Eucharist

Sunday next before Advent

"Christ the King"

Sunday 30 November 19:30 | Advent Carol Service with choir

Advent Sunday

Sunday 7 December 14:30 | Sung Eucharist

2nd Sunday of Advent

Sunday 14 December 14:30 | Sung Eucharist

3rd Sunday of Advent followed by the Advent Tea and "Bring and
Buyll

Sunday 21 December 14:30 | Eucharist (said)

4th Sunday of Advent

Wednesday 24 December 18:00 | Choral Eucharist on Christmas Eve with
choir

Christmas Eve 20:00 | Service of Nine Lessons and Carols with

choir

Sunday 28 December 14:30 | NO service

1st Sunday of Christmas

Sunday 4 January 2026 14:30 | Choral Eucharist with choir

Epiphany
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